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WHY WOULD SOMEONE MOVE to a country at war? In fact,

why would someone pack up their life in a prosperous, safe coun-
try like the United States or France and relocate to a country fac-
ing an evil enemy on the battlefield? There’s more though. What
would motivate someone to start over in a country at war that re-
cently had its sovereign border breached by a genocidal terrorist
army who massacred over 1,200 people, wounded nearly 5,000
and kidnapped 250 more, only to drag them back to their terror
enclave to torture, rape and starve them? Yet during the first ten
months of 2023 and throughout three subsequent months of war,
46,687 people from over 37 countries did just that. If you have not
yet guessed it, I’'m speaking about aliyah (immigration) to Israel.

Although this logic seems to run contrary to reason, it makes
perfect sense. Why? Because the Lord is in this. For 2,000 years,
Jewish people all over the world have been praying three times a
day facing Jerusalem. Every Passover, they declare, “Next Year
in Jerusalem!” They holiday in Israel and come to study in Israel,
join special trips to reconnect with Israel and follow daily events
in Israel. Moreover, millions believe that the Lord is rebuilding Zion
and drawing them back to the land because He said He would.
In fact, God declared 63 times in the biblical books of the proph-
ets that He would regather His people to the land (for example,
Isaiah 11:12 and Ezekiel 36). Why? Because God has never bro-
ken His covenant (for instance, Genesis 15 and Psalm 105:7-11)
with Israel, His “special treasure” (Deut. 7:6) and the “apple of His
eye” (Zech. 2:8). He is forever faithful to His purposes, plans and
promises, both to Israel and to us as Christians.

That’s why the logic is rock solid. God is behind this incredible
miracle of aliyah. If we learn one major truth from Scripture, it is
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that when God calls us, we should answer. Think of examples like
Abraham, Moses, David, the disciples and the apostle Paul.

God said He would do the impossible. We find one such seem-
ingly impossibility in Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones in
chapter 37. God gave the prophet a vision, asking whether dead,
dry, lifeless bones—which represent the people of Israel—could
be given life again. The supernatural climax was stupefying as the
bones came together, were covered in flesh and breathed new
life, after which the Lord declared, “Behold, O My people, | will
open your graves and cause you to come up from your graves,
and bring you into the land of Israel” (Ezek. 37:12b).

Since the modern aliyah movement began in the 1880s, mil-
lions of Jews have returned to their ancestral homeland. They
have fled persecution and violence, left behind poverty or bid
farewell to a comfortable life. They have made the choice to come
home to Israel for a myriad of reasons. They have journeyed by
ship, airplane or even walked to Israel. From the ashes of the Ho-
locaust or from the streets of London, Paris or New York, Jewish
people have responded to the call and yearning of their hearts
to plant their feet in Zion, never to be moved again. God is beck-
oning them to return. He is calling them with a raised banner.
As Christians in tune with God’s plan, we see it unfolding before
our eyes.

The choice to relocate to a country at war may seem reck-
less to a world that largely rejects God. However, God moves and
works outside of what the world deems as “normal” or “sensi-
ble.” Where people often focus on the gods of “safety” or “living
in comfort” and “material wealth,” God calls those covenanted
to Him to step out of the boat, to be “reckless” by the world’s
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Bridges for Peace volunteers welcoming new people to Israel

definition. | believe God often loves to work in the space we
call “uncomfortable.”

Within 24 hours of the evil attack by Hamas on the people of
Israel on October 7, hundreds and then thousands of Jews began
to prepare for aliyah. They eventually took the final step, often
leaving behind the comfortable lives they had built to become Is-
raeli, to join the Israel Defense Forces and be a light pushing back
the darkness of Hamas.

In Hebrew, the word hamas means “violence.” That is exact-
ly the essence of the terror organization that continues to hold

more than 100 Israelis as hostages inside
prison cells and terror tunnels, while sub-
jecting the 2 million people of Gaza to an
evil ideology.

Bridges for Peace has been oper-
ating around the clock to be a light and
squelch darkness. We are so encouraged
by the thousands of Christians who part-
ner with us to ensure that the light shines
all the brighter. We have assisted thou-
sands of Jewish people who have taken
the momentous step of moving to Israel, to
become part of the people who have ex-
perienced the greatest trauma since the
end of the Holocaust.

Will you please consider joining our
efforts by donating to Project Rescue?
We invite you to be a light in the lives of
Jewish people who have obeyed God’s
instructions and answered His holy call
to make Israel their home. Darkness is trying to overcome the
light. Will you bend the knee and allow darkness to run rampant?
Or will you valiantly choose light (2 Pet. 1:18-20), cry out to God
for strength and courage, and join us in helping thousands of
Jews return to the land of their ancestors, thus partnering with
God’s plan? Choose light! Choose life!

With boldness in this hour of need,
Rev. Peter Fast
International CEO
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Project Rescue

Payment Options

Check: Make checks payable to Bridges for Peace.
US and Canadian gifts are tax-deductible.

PayPal: Go to www.bridgesforpeace.com, and click on

OUusS$400 CIUS$800 DCIUS$1,200 CIUS$S__ (Other) “Donate>Bless Israel.”
VISA MasterCard Discover AMEX
GREATEST MINISTRY NEED US $ IMMIGRANT WELCOME GIFTS US $ Name on card

GREATEST ISRAEL NEED US $

NEW IMMIGRANT FUND US $

Card number

CWV code (3 digit number on back of card)

INTERNATIONAL STRATEGIC PROJECTS FUND CHEER BASKET US $25/basket
Expires Todaysdate
Us$ SCHOOL STARTER KIT US $7/kit S
ignature
FOOD PROJECT US $ HOME REPAIR US $ .
Contact Information
ADOPTION PROGRAM (one-year commitment) VICTIMS OF TERROR US $ Name
US $65/month DENTAL/MEDICAL AID US $ Address
FEED A CHILD (one-year commitment) CRISIS ASSISTANCE US $ City
State/Region
US $65/month ARAB FAMILY ASSISTANGE US $ Code
US $ one-time gift ZEALOUSS8:2 SCHOLARSHIP US $ Country
PROJECT RESCUE US $400 (or any size gift) VOLUNTEER SUPPORT US $ Telephone ( )
EDUCATION AND ADVOCACY FUND VEHICLE FUND US $ Email
Us$ SAVE AN ISRAELI LIFE US $ | will pray for Israel and the Jewish people.

ADOPT AN ISRAELI TOWN (one-year commitment)

| WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A MONTHLY COMMITMENT TO

| also need your prayers and have attached my prayer request.
| have placed Bridges for Peace in my will to bless future

Minimum US $150/month generations.
PROJECT TIKVAH (HOPE) US $45 (or any size gift) PROJECT Please send me information on your Bridges for Peace travel
OF US$ programs.
WIDOWS AND ORPHANS FUND US Please send your publications to my friend(s), whose name(s)
INTERNATIONAL HQ FUND US $ TOTAI_ $ and address(es) are attached.
HOLOGAUST SURVIVORS US $ Enclose amount in US dollars or your currency By filling in this contact form | give permission to receive

equivalent. Indicate your currency symbol.

communication from Bridges for Peace International and my
national office.
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