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A Step in the Right Direction?

Western media outlets are littered with headlines warning against 

what is likely Israel’s most right-wing government in history. 

But what exactly are they warning against? What is it about Israel’s 

current government that creates such a stir?

By Nathan Williams

Cloud Theft and Spying Cows

The Palestinian Authority and Iran’s endless efforts to undermine 

and delegitimize Israel have wandered down strange paths. For 

those who hate the Jewish state, any fuel can fan the flames of 

anti-Semitic hatred, no matter how ludicrous.

By Kate Norman

Israel’s Judicial Reforms: Unpacking the Controversy

In the face of suggested changes to Israel’s judiciary, everyone 

from world leaders to international organizations are weighing in 

on what Israel should and shouldn’t do. But what exactly are the 

proposed changes and how would they affect the country?

By Cheryl Hauer

Happy 75th Birthday Israel!

For Israel’s 75th birthday, we invite you on a journey along the 

mountaintops and valleys of the history of a nation and her peo-

ple that stand as proof that God exists, that He is faithful and that 

the fulfilment of His promises is as sure as the rising sun. 

By Ilse Strauss

A Ray of Sunshine in a Sea of Rage

Surveys conducted by organizations and analytics companies 

show that the Middle East is home to the angriest, saddest na-

tions on earth. There’s one exception. In an ocean of bleak rage, 

happy, prosperous Israel beckons like a ray of sunshine. 

By Cheryl Hauer

My Kinneret
Near the northern end of the Syrian African Rift lies a sparkling 

gem: Israel’s Sea of Galilee. Known in biblical times as the Sea of 

Chinnereth (Num. 34:11), this body of water has nurtured fisher-

men and farmers, poets and prophets for millennia.

By Janet Aslin

The Quirks of Israel—Swimming in Tel Aviv

From the pen of Peter Fast, the future CEO of Bridges for Peace 

International, comes the seventh installment of this series. Join 

Peter on a journey through the wonderfully peculiar culture, tradi-

tions and daily life of this singular nation.

By Peter Fast
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Celebrating 100,000 Homecomings
“WITH ALL MY HEART AND SOUL”
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SCRIPTURE IS FULL of God’s promises to return the de-

scendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob to their ancient 

homeland. Jeremiah 32:37–44 is a beautiful description of 

His heart and plans. In verse 41, the Lord promises, “Yes, I 

will rejoice over them to do them good, and I will assuredly 

plant them in this land, with all My heart and with all My soul.” 

100,000
We are thrilled to say that working with our partner, 

Ezra International, Project Rescue has now helped more 

than 100,000 Jewish people from the nations come home 

to Israel. Let me tell you how it happened.

THE BEGINNING
In 1995, God spoke to a businessman named Mel 

Hoelzle, urging him to help bring the Jewish people home 

from their dispersion. That is how Ezra International became 

a reality. God gave Mel a vision of connected lights and told 

him that it would be ministries working together to fulfill God’s 

promises and to give God the glory. It would be a widespread 

and humble work that would have great success as long as 

everyone involved knew that it was God’s plan. He would re-

ceive all the glory.

Mel came to Jerusalem and met with various Israel-

related ministries, including Bridges for Peace, to share his 

vision. At that time, I served as an executive assistant and 

was asked to pick up a man standing on the street in front of 

one of Jerusalem’s landmark buildings. I had no idea what he 

looked like, but somehow we found each other. Mel came and 

shared the vision. It was agreed that Bridges for Peace would 

make an appeal to our mailing list, asking our subscribers to 

help with aliyah (immigration to Israel). We were astonished 

at the response. Christians all over the world continue to this 

day to give to help bring the Jewish people home. The vision 

was to help those who couldn’t afford to get to Israel on their 

own. It started in the former Soviet Union, and gradually ex-

panded so that today it includes countries in South America. 

Bridges for Peace continues working in partnership with Ezra 

International and other ministries, just as God showed Mel.

A NETWORK OF FISHERS 
The prophet Jeremiah talks about the return of the Jewish

people, saying, “‘Behold, I will send for many fishermen,’ 

says the LORD, ‘and they shall fish them…’” (Jer. 16:16a). 

Ezra International soon started mobilizing teams. God 

raised up believers in the former Soviet Union countries 

who had a vision to help the Jewish people. We call them 

fishers. None of them were wealthy or powerful, but they 

were called and dedicated to the task. They were trained 

and taught the Scriptures about Israel and the return 

(aliyah). Mel and these teams visited towns and villages 

throughout the former Soviet Union to host Israel meet-

ings, inviting anyone who was interested. They would 

show a movie in Russian about Israel, sing Israeli songs 

and then encourage anyone who was Jewish and wanted 

to go to Israel to speak with our team in the lobby. In this 

simple, humble way, we began to help the Jewish people. 

IT COST MONEY
The funds we raised were used to pay for genealogical 

searches. People had to be able to prove to the Israeli of-

ficials that they were Jewish to be granted citizenship un-

der the Law of Return. It wasn’t easy. During the Nazi and 

then the Stalin eras, it was dangerous to be Jewish or to be 

a person of faith. People hid their backgrounds by changing 

their surnames and not practicing their faith in front of their 

children. It was a matter of life and death. However, like the 

Nazis, the Soviets were good at keeping records. Our fish-

ers were trained to go into the paper archives in towns and 

villages from one end of the former Soviet Union to the other 

to search out family backgrounds. We then paid for visas so 

that people would be granted the necessary documentation 

to leave. They also needed help getting to the airport, so we 

transported them. Some needed help paying outstanding 

bills, like electricity accounts. Others lacked clothing and 

shoes, which we provided. Each person and family received 

tailor-made treatment to address their individual situation. 

Our files are full of their unique stories.

A PROCESS
It wasn’t something that happened instantly. It was 

not unusual to work with a family for several years before 

they could come to Israel. One by one, our team assisted 

them, and finally they began to arrive in Israel. Each month, 

we rejoiced to see the numbers grow. Year followed year, 

and God partnered with Christians to fulfill His covenant 

promises. This was always God’s plan! “Thus says the 

Lord GOD, ‘Behold, I will lift up My hand in an oath to 

the nations [goyim or gentiles], and set up My standard 

for the peoples [amim or nations]; they will bring your 

sons in their arms, and your daughters shall be carried on 

their shoulders’” (Isa. 49:22). 

That is exactly what is happening. Christians helped 

these Jewish people get ready to go while they were still 

in their homeland. Then Christians helped pay for their 

transportation. When they arrived in Israel, Christians 

welcomed them. Thousands of new immigrants have re-

ceived blankets, pots and pans as well as a copy of the 

Tanakh (Old Testament) through our Immigrant Welcome 

Gifts program. Through our Adoption Program, Christians 

have provided thousands with food, encouragement, bus 

passes and more. 

At every step in these Jewish peoples’ journey home, 

God had stationed believers to help them forward. God 

called Mel home to heaven last year, but the work he 

started continues to bear fruit. The network continues with 

strength. God is bringing the Jewish people home, and He 

is doing it with His whole heart and soul. We rejoice over 

the 100,000 new immigrants that we have had the privilege 

of helping. At the same time, we rejoice that more Jewish 

people continue to come as we work with the Lord and the 

network of believers.

Blessings from Jerusalem,

Rebecca J. Brimmer

International President and CEO
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OVER THE COURSE OF 2022, the United Nations Gen-

eral Assembly (UNGA) condemned Israel more times than 

it did all the other countries in the world combined, UN 

Watch revealed.

According to a calculation by the pro-Israel monitoring 

group, UNGA passed 28 resolutions rapping a specific na-

tion across the knuckles for behavior deemed harmful or 

detrimental to its own population or its neighbors. Fifteen 

of those resolutions criticized Israel, while only 13 con-

demned various countries in the rest of the world.

Russia was the focus of six of these 13 motions, while 

Afghanistan, Iran, Myanmar, North Korea, Syria and the 

United States received one citation each.

Let’s put matters into perspective. In 2022, Russia in-

vaded a sovereign neighbor, resulting in thousands of ci-

vilian deaths and the worst refugee crisis in Europe since 

World War II. Iran cracked down on innocent civilians 

protesting inhuman treatment by the regime, imprisoning, 

torturing and executing its own people for something as 

simple as a woman refusing to cover her hair. Women in 

Afghanistan continue to be subjected to a future without 

education, worth or a voice. And in Syria, President Bashar 

al-Assad, the Butcher of Damascus, continues to slaugh-

ter his people with impunity. Then there are human rights 

violations in countries like Algeria, China, Cuba, Pakistan, 

Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Venezuela and Vietnam.

But despite these well-documented atrocities, UNGA 

felt that Israel was the main perpetrator of evil over the 

course of the past twelve months and thus focused its full 

attention on vilifying the only democracy in the Middle East.

2022 was no exception. UN Watch pointed out that 

the world body has a long history of anti-Israel bias, with 

its voting record standing as proof of its fixation on con-

demning the Jewish state. Since 2015, UNGA has passed 

140 resolutions against Israel, while adopting a scant 68 

motions against all other countries in the world combined. 

Moreover, between 2006 and 2022, the UN Human Rights 

Council adopted 99 resolutions against Israel. This stands 

in stark contrast to the 41 motions against Syria, 13 against 

Iran, 4 against Russia and 3 against Venezuela.

With such a track record, is it any wonder that Prime 

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu calls the UN a “circus of 

the absurd?”

Ilse Strauss, Bridges for Peace
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Hezbollah Built 20-plus Posts 
along Border with Israel

THE IRANIAN-BACKED HEZBOLLAH terrorist orga-

nization has built more than 20 observation and guard 

posts along the Israel–Lebanon border over the past year.

Hezbollah launched the project in parallel to Israel’s 

construction of a fortified perimeter fence along the 

140-kilometer [87-mi.] shared border, Ynet reported.

Israeli media reported in June that each such site 

contained an outlook position or tower, two to three 

housing units and storage facilities.

“As Hezbollah builds a post like this, the Lebanese 

army and UNIFIL [the United Nations Interim Force in 

Lebanon] no longer arrive [in the area],” the reports 

quoted a senior IDF [Israel Defense Forces] Northern 

Command source.

Israeli Ambassador to the UN Gilad Erdan demand-

ed that the UN take action against Hezbollah over mili-

tary posts the group erected along the border.

The flag of a supposed Lebanese civil organization, 

“Green without Borders,” flies over the posts, but the 

IDF has exposed this as a fictitious group founded by 

Hezbollah in 2018.

In a letter to the Security Council and UN Secretary–

General António Guterres, Erdan warned that the “new 

reality on the Israel–Lebanon border points to a clear 

escalation that could ignite the entire region,” and 

argued that the true objective of the posts is intelli-

gence gathering.

“The use of this organization [Green without Bor-

ders] as a front for Hezbollah’s malign activities has 

been recognized by the UN. This perverse tactic, of ter-

ror organizations hiding behind non-profits and NGOs, 

is a growing phenomenon that is not only employed by 

Hezbollah but by many other terror groups across the 

globe as well,” stated the letter.

“These are military outposts for all intents and pur-

poses, established and maintained by Hezbollah terror-

ists and not innocent Lebanese environmentalists,” the 

letter said.

Jewish News Agency

Preparing IAF Pilots 
for Difficult Wartime Scenarios 

THE ISRAEL AIR FORCE [IAF] is training its helicopter pi-

lots to deal with extreme scenarios not only at the operational 

level but also at the cognitive level, according to IAF Maj. L.

In January, the IAF launched its “Staging Threat” exer-

cise for helicopter squadrons. The exercise was led by the 

IAF’s “Red Squadron,” which simulated the enemy.

The exercise subjected helicopter crews to extreme situ-

ations and tested their response to mission-failure scenarios. 

According to Maj. L, the Middle Eastern combat the-

ater is constantly evolving. “We understand that the enemy 

is learning, is upgrading itself and acquiring capabilities 

from day to day in the Middle East. We have to constantly 

challenge ourselves.”

The commander stressed that the exercise was de-

signed to build true mental resilience. “This is a very spe-

cial exercise that took months to plan…It was aimed at 

getting the air crews to encounter the main scenarios of 

the next war.

“We wanted to train them on two main elements. The 

first was uncertainty. They took off with a certain intelli-

gence picture, and they met something completely dif-

ferent in the air. In addition, I wanted them to encounter 

significant failure,” he stated.

Crews lifted off believing they were facing one kind 

of threat, and then, in mid-air, discovered that the enemy 

possessed completely different capabilities, he explained. 

The aim was to undermine the crews’ central assumptions. 

After the simulations, said Maj. L, the crews took 

part in in-depth after-action reviews. “We have a control center 

in the Kirya [IDF headquarters in Tel Aviv], and we heard 

everything that the aircrew said and saw what they did. All 

decisions, all dilemmas that they ran into—we…tracked how 

each person chose to respond to each situation.

“We also learned systematic lessons every day, mean-

ing that if we recognized an error that was not specifically 

tied to a pilot’s error, we later submitted these to the rel-

evant departments in the air force,” he added.

Yaakov Laapin, Jewish News Syndicate
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Most Impressive 
Second Temple Period 

Tomb Unearthed

A 2,000-YEAR-OLD Second-Temple-period burial cave 

called the Salome Cave—one of the most impressive buri-

al caves discovered in Israel—is being uncovered in the 

Lachish Forest. The excavation is being carried out as part 

of the Judean Kings’ Trail Project led by the Israel Antiqui-

ties Authority (IAA), the Ministry for Jerusalem and Heri-

tage and the Jewish National Fund.

The burial cave continued in use in the Byzantine and 

Early Islamic periods. It became known as the Salome 

Cave because of a popular tradition that identified it as 

the burial place of Salome, the midwife of Jesus [Yeshua]. 

The excavation of the courtyard uncovered a row of 

shop stalls that, according to the excavators, sold or rented 

clay lamps. “In the shop, we found hundreds of complete 

and broken lamps dating from the 8th–9th centuries AD,” 

say Nir Shimshon-Paran and Zvi Firer, IAA excavation di-

rectors. “The lamps may have served to light up the cave 

or as part of the religious ceremonies, similar to candles 

distributed today at the graves of righteous figures and 

in churches.”

The burial cave was first exposed 40 years ago by antiq-

uity looters who broke into the cave, after which an archae-

ological excavation was carried out. The cave comprises 

several chambers with multiple rock-hewn kokhim (burial 

niches) and broken ossuaries (stone boxes), attesting to 

the Jewish burial custom. The Jewish custom of second-

ary burial in stone ossuaries is well-known in archaeological 

records. However, the surprise was the adaptation of the 

cave into a Christian chapel. Judging by the crosses and 

the dozens of inscriptions engraved on the cave walls in the 

Byzantine and Early Islamic periods, the chapel was dedi-

cated to the sacred Salome.

“The name Salome (or in Hebrew, Shalom or 

Shlomit) was a common Jewish name in the Second Temple 

period and was also known in the Hasmonean and Herodi-

an families,” say Paran and Firer. “According to a Christian 

tradition, Salome was the midwife from Bethlehem who 

was called to participate in the birth of Jesus. She could 

not believe that she was asked to deliver a virgin’s baby, 

and her hand became dry and was only healed when she 

held the baby’s cradle.”

The cave itself was excavated many years ago, and 

now the IAA is exposing the elaborate cave forecourt. The 

court, extending over 350 square meters [3,767 sq. ft.], is 

surrounded by ashlar stone walls and has stone slabs and 

mosaic floors. The entrance leading into the cave and the 

interior chapel was exposed. Some of the stones are carved 

with fine decorative vegetal designs, including rosettes, 

pomegranates and acanthus vases, characteristic Jewish 

features. The forecourt and the cave itself attest that the 

family tomb belonged to a wealthy Jewish family who in-

vested much effort into preparing the cave. It is noteworthy 

that the court leading into burial caves was usually hewn out 

of the rock and not elaborately built of ashlar masonry, as is 

this forecourt.

According to Saar Ganor, the IAA director of the 

Judean Kings’ Trail Project, “Once the restoration and de-

velopment works are completed, the forecourt and the cave 

will be opened to the public as part of the Judean Kings’ 

Trail Project. This trail is the backbone of the Jewish peo-

ple’s cultural heritage. It encompasses dozens of sites from 

the time of the Bible, Second Temple, Mishnah [first post-

biblical written recording of Jewish oral tradition] and the 

Talmud [rabbinic commentary on Jewish tradition and 

the Hebrew Scriptures]. In the excavations carried out 

along the trail, the IAA is creating a meaningful, deep-

rooted connection for the general public between archae-

ology and the cultural heritage.”

Israel Antiquities Authority

The forecourt of the burial cave

The 2,000-year-old 

tomb known as 

the Salome Cave

Hundreds of lamps 

discovered in the courtyard
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FOR THE FIRST TIME IN MODERN HISTORY,
the Pool of Siloam will be fully exca-

vated and opened to the public. 

The Pool of Siloam, located in the 

southern portion of the City of David 

and within the area of the Jerusalem 

Walls National Park, is an archaeologi-

cal and historical site of national and 

international significance. The pool 

was first constructed some 2,700 

years ago as part of Jerusalem’s wa-

ter system in the eight century BC 

during the reign of King Hezekiah, as 

described in the Bible in Second 

Kings 20:20: “Now the rest of the acts of 

Hezekiah and all his might, and how 

he constructed the pool and the con-

duit and brought water into the city, 

are they not written in the Book of the 

Chronicles of the Kings of Judah?”

The Pool of Siloam served as the 

reservoir for the waters of the Gihon 

Spring, which were diverted through 

an underground water tunnel. It was 

thus already considered one of the 

most important areas in Jerusalem 

in the First Temple period. Due to its 

location and importance, the Pool of 

Siloam was renovated and expanded 

some 2,000 years ago at the end of the 

Second Temple period. It is believed 

that the pool was used during this time 

as a ritual bath (mikveh) by millions of 

pilgrims who converged at the pool 

before ascending through the City of 

David to the Temple.

In 1880, the Siloam Inscription 

was uncovered in the water tunnel, a 

few dozen meters from the pool. The 

inscription, currently located at the Is-

tanbul Archaeology Museum, is written 

in ancient Hebrew script and records 

how the Gihon Spring’s water was di-

verted to the pool during the reign of 

King Hezekiah.

Over the years, many traditions 

have been associated with the Pool of 

Siloam, and since the end of the 19th 

century, it has been a focus of expe-

ditions from around the world. In the 

1890s, a group of British–American 

archaeologists uncovered some of the 

steps of the pool, and in the 1960s, a 

British archaeologist excavated the site.

In 2004, some of the pool’s steps 

were exposed during infrastructure work. 

Consequently, the Israel Antiquities 

Authority (IAA) commenced a systematic 

excavation under the direction of Profes-

sors Roni Reich and Eli Shukron. As part 

of the excavation, the northern perimeter 

as well as a small portion of the eastern 

perimeter of the pool were exposed. 

The perimeter was built as a series of 

steps, allowing the bathers to sit and im-

merse themselves in the waters.

According to estimates, the Pool 

of Siloam went through multiple stag-

es of development. At the height of 

its glory, it was approximately 5 du-

nams (1¼ acres) and inlaid with im-

pressive flagstones. 

Now, for the first time in modern 

history, the excavation by the IAA will 

enable the complete exposure of the 

Pool of Siloam within the context of an 

official archeological excavation. In the 

first stage, visitors will be able to ob-

serve the archaeological excavations, 

and in the coming months, the pool will 

be opened for tourist access as part of 

a route that will begin at the southern-

most point of the City of David and cul-

minate at the Western Wall.

Israel Antiquities Authority

The Pool of Siloam today

A Historic First:

to Be Fully Excavated

 An artist’s rendition of the Pool of Siloam in biblical times
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THE STATE OF ISRAEL has endured one of the longest pe-

riods of political instability in recent memory. Since the dis-

solution of the government in December 2018 until the end 

of 2022, the nation has seen four rounds of indecisive snap 

elections, one haphazard coalition government made up of 

incongruent political parties and finally a fifth round of elec-

tions with more decisive results. 

FIFTH TIME’S A CHARM

In November 2022, Israeli President Isaac Herzog tasked 

stalwart statesman Benjamin Netanyahu and his political 

party Likud to form a government. This charge was com-

pleted with relative ease, as the so-called right-wing bloc of 

parties won a comfortable majority, collectively securing 64 

out of the 120 Knesset (Parliament) seats up for grabs. 

Days before being sworn in as prime minister of Israel for 

the sixth time, Netanyahu published the agenda and priorities 

of the newly formed coalition government. These include:

• Bolstering the Jewish identity of the nation while 
protecting the religious rights of minority groups

• Boosting national security and strengthening security 
forces in order to fight and defeat terrorism

• Continuing to struggle against Iran’s nuclear program

• Strengthening the status of Jerusalem

• Promoting peace between Israel and her regional neighbors

• Combating the soaring cost of living and strengthening 
the economy 

• Addressing crime, improving infrastructure and educa-
tion in the Arab society 

• Restoring the proper balance between the legislature, 

the executive and the judiciary

STRANGE BEDFELLOWS

Almost as soon as the ink on the coalition deals had dried, 

Western media outlets were littered with headlines warning 

against what is likely Israel’s most right-wing government in 

history. It is true that Likud, which is actually center-right, is 

the most centrist party in the coalition. Then there are Shas 

and United Torah Judaism, the two ultrareligious right-wing 

parties in the coalition, collectively holding eighteen seats—

and thus considerable sway in Knesset votes. However, 

these are not the coalition partners about whom the world 

is most concerned. The international community’s trepida-

tion is reserved for the so-called “extreme right-wing,” three 

ultranationalistic parties that decided to run on one list in the 

last elections. The venture proved successful. The Religious 

Zionist Party, Otzma Yehudi (Jewish Power) and Noam won 

a collective total of 14 seats in the Knesset.

Admittedly, some of the leaders of these right-wing 

political parties have checkered pasts (which politician does 

not?). Aryeh Deri, leader of the ultra-religious Shas party, 

has been convicted of taking bribes, and more recently, 

of tax evasion. In January 2023, a Supreme Court decision 

forced Deri to resign from his ministerial position. The ruling 

does, however, allow him to continue serving as a Member 

of Knesset. Then there’s Bezalel Smotrich, leader of the 

Religious Zionist Party, whom adversaries have slated as 

a “Jewish Supremacist.” Smotrich is quoted as express-

ing his desire for the State of Israel to be run according to 

the Torah [Gen.–Deut.] and Jewish law, which is definitely 

not the ideal agenda for the pluralistic society that many 

Tel Avivian or staunchly secular Israelis desire. Last but not 

least, there’s Itamar Ben-Gvir, leader of Otzma Yehudi, who 

has been charged with hate speech, incitement to violence 

and is not shy about sharing his standpoints on how to deal 

with the Palestinians and terrorists, which some consider 

extreme or even racist.

THREAT TO DEMOCRACY

In the current global cultural climate, ultranationalism is 

seen as a threat to democracy. Even more so if the political 

party openly espouses an anti-LGBTQ position, as most of 

the religious parties in the ruling coalition do. However, in an 

Israeli context, the ultranationalistic camp are those Israelis 

who feel most threatened and marginalized by the left-leaning 

judiciary and ruling governments of the past who have 

willingly offered up land for peace. Many of these voters—

and the party leaders of these factions—live in communities 

in Judea and Samaria under the constant threat of Palestinian 

violence and land grabs. They represent a growing number 

of Israelis who want to see greater representation for the 

“settler”—Israelis who choose to set down roots in the bib-

lical center of Judea and Samaria—in the government and 

have greater influence over the security and development in 

the heartland of Israel. 

Despite how the Western media may frame and portray 

these “right-wing extremists,” it is their actions and deeds that 

really count. Maybe at the heart of their extremism lies a deep 

concern to protect and preserve the nation of Israel and to 

create a safer, stronger state for the Jewish people. While it is 

important to remain apolitical in our support for Israel, one can 

recognize that there are those political parties who evidently 

stand with conviction for the Jewish people’s God-given right 

to exist in their God-given land. Perhaps ultranationalists have 

for better or worse become the moniker for the Zionists of 

today who are still fighting to keep the dream and reality of a 

Jewish State for the Jewish people alive.

By Nathan Williams, Director of Marketing 

and Communications

A Step in the Right Direction?



Likud – 32 seats

Shas – 11 seats
United Torah Judaism – 7 seats

Religious Zionism
Otzma Yehudit
Noam – 14 seats

Yisrael Beiteinu – 6 seats
National Unity – 12 seats
Yesh Atid – 24 seats

Israeli Labor Party – 4 seats
Hadash-Ta’al – 5 seats
United Arab List – 5 seats

120 Seats

RULING COALITION:

OPPOSITION:



EFFORTS BY THE PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY (PA) and 

other enemies of the Jewish state to delegitimize Israel 

in the eyes of the international community have ranged 

from twisting the truth and presenting misinformation to 

outright, absurd lies. To their own people, the PA’s anti-

Israel libels know no bounds. Creative ways of blaming 

the Palestinian people’s problems on Israel and the Jewish 

people are limited only by the PA’s imagination. 

The “Moossad” and Weaponized Pigs
In December, an elder of an Arab village accused Israel 

of recruiting and training cattle to spy on them. 

“He noted that these are recruited and trained cattle, 

as on the neck of each cow they hang a medallion with an 

eavesdropping and recording device on it, and sometimes 

cameras, in order to monitor every detail in Khirbet Yanun 

[a Palestinian-governed village in Samaria] large and small,” 

the PA’s official daily newspaper Al-Hayat Al-Jadida wrote, 

as translated by Palestinian Media Watch. 
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Cloud Theft and 
Spying Cows

In addition to using “recruited and trained cattle” to 

spy on the villagers—which social media users dubbed 

the “Moossad,” a bovine spinoff of the Mossad, Israel’s 

intelligence agency—Khirbet Yanun village elder Rushd 

Morrar also told the PA newspaper that the Israelis are us-

ing wild boars against their village as well. 

Describing life in their “primitive” village southeast 

of Nablus, the site of ancient biblical Shechem, Morrar 

lamented the poor living conditions of the village’s 82 resi-

dents, which he told the newspaper is only made worse 

by the “herds of wild boars” purposely released by Israelis 

in the direction of their village. 

“The settlers’ [Israelis living in Judea and Samaria] 

crimes are diversifying and becoming sophisticated, and 

the means they employ in their war are unlimited…re-

leasing boars towards the farmers’ lands,” Morrar told 

Al-Hayat Al-Jadida. 

The village elder claimed the “release of the boars to-

wards the lands of Yanun is a weapon whose efficiency 

is certain,” the PA paper wrote. “He said that the settlers 



Cloud Theft
It isn’t just the Palestinians who are leveling outlandish 

claims against the Jewish state. In 2018, an Iranian gen-

eral accused Israel of “cloud theft.” 

“The changing climate in Iran is suspect,” Brigadier 

General Gholam Reza Jalali told a press conference, as 

quoted by the Times of Israel. 

The general, who serves as the head of the Civil De-

fense Organization of Iran, added that “foreign interference 

is suspected to have played a role in climate change.” 

Though Iran and much of the region at the time were 

facing droughts and drier than normal climates, there was 

one obvious suspect for the general to blame for the per-

petual blue skies over the Islamic Republic.

“Israel and another country in the region have joint 

teams which work to ensure clouds entering Iranian skies 

are unable to release rain,” the general asserted. “On top 

of that, we are facing the issue of cloud and snow theft.” 

The head of Iran’s meteorological service, Ahad Vazife, 

tried to backtrack on Jalali’s outrageous claim, telling 

Iran’s ISNA [Iranian Students’ News Agency] that Jalali 

“probably has documents of which I am not aware, but 

on the basis of meteorological knowledge, it is not pos-

sible for a country to steal snow or clouds,” adding that 

“Iran has suffered a prolonged drought, and this is a global 

trend that does not apply only to Iran.” 

Delegitimization Campaign
The endless efforts of the PA and Iran to undermine 

and delegitimize the Jewish state have wandered down 

strange paths. The accusation that the Israeli military and 

civilians are arming cows with spy gear to gather intel 

against an Arab village and the claim that Israel has been 

hijacking snow and rain from Iran would be laughable—if 

these lies hadn’t been presented to the public on official 

platforms and accepted as truth. But for those who hate 

Israel, any fuel can fan the flames of anti-Semitic hatred, 

no matter how ludicrous. 
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started quietly using it years ago far from public atten-

tion, and that it is a guided weapon that does not cause 

damage to the settlers, due to the barbed wire fences sur-

rounding their settlements from all sides.” 

Even if Israelis living in the Jewish communities near 

Nablus were capable of deploying wild boars in specific 

directions, what Morrar failed to mention is that many of 

the Jewish communities in that area are surrounded by 

barbed wire as a defense from attacks by Palestinian ter-

rorists from Nablus. 

The swine slander traces back to PA President 

Mahmoud Abbas, who has been charging the Israelis for 

years with unleashing boars on the helpless Palestinians. 

In 2014, Israeli Arab journalist Khaled Abu Toameh 

wrote in the Jerusalem Post that Abbas announced at a 

conference in Ramallah that “every night, they [Israelis] re-

lease wild pigs against us. Why are they doing this to us?” 

Toameh noted that this was not the first time Abbas 

had made the wild allegation, and that the PA has claimed 

in the past that Israelis released wild pigs against Arab vil-

lages to destroy crops and demoralize the locals.

But Wait, There’s More 
The same PA daily paper that published Morrar’s 

Moossad claim published a similar accusation years ago. 

In 2008, the Palestinian Media Watch translated an-

other report by Al-Hayat Al-Jadida that Israelis were re-

leasing super rats in Jerusalem’s Old City. The report read 

that “[Israeli] settlers have been bringing chests filled with 

rats and releasing them in the Old City’s [Arab] neighbor-

hoods; they breed and have become a major curse…the 

[Arab] residents’ efforts to counter this infestation have 

failed, especially since cats run away from these rats be-

cause of their size and ferocity…

“All of the conventional efforts to kill them have not 

succeeded, because they seem to be immune to poison 

and they breed in the sewers. It is known that this female 

rat gives birth seven times a year, each time giving birth 

to 20 babies; which compels Jerusalem’s [Arabs] today to 

face the dangers of [Israeli] settlement and the infestation 

of rats.” 

Jerusalem has historically had a rat problem, which 

the British tried to solve in the 20th century by bringing 

in cats, the Jerusalem Post reported. The rat population 

indeed dwindled, but soon the cats grew into a whole new 

problem. As of 2021, there were an estimated two million 

street cats in Jerusalem, according to Israel’s Society for 

the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. The PA has yet to 

publicize a tale about Zionist feline spies, but that doesn’t 

mean it won’t happen. 
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THE GLOBAL MEDIA has its eagle eye continually focused 

on the Jewish state. Its Knesset (Parliament) and the 

legislative branch of the government, the prime minister 

and the executive branch, the Israel Defense Forces and 

Israel’s security forces—to name a few—all take their turns 

under the microscope. And the international community is 

never short on opinions. This time, it’s Israel’s judiciary that 

is making headlines around the world. In the face of suggest-

ed changes to the judicial branch by the Netanyahu coali-

tion, everyone from US President Biden to French President 

Macron and leaders of the European Union (EU) are weigh-

ing in on exactly what Israel should and shouldn’t do.

A recent Jerusalem Post article referring to this controver-

sy mentioned the book of Ruth that begins with the interest-

ing comment, “In the days when the judges ruled, there was 

a famine in the land” (1:1). The author does admit that the 

Bible insinuates no actual cause and effect between the two, 

but perhaps it does intimate Israel’s difficult history under the 

leadership of judges. Of course, when Ruth and Boaz walked 

the land, Israel was not a democracy. A lot has changed, and 

it seems more change may be on the horizon.

So the logical questions might be, “What is all the excite-

ment about? What are these changes and how would they 

affect the country?” These can only be answered by taking a 

quick look at Israel’s judiciary and how it functions. 

THE TECHNICALITIES

Israel is a parliamentary democracy with an independent 

judiciary headed by a Supreme Court. Also known as the 

Higher Court of Justice, it currently consists of fifteen judges, 

a number that is established by the Knesset and has var-

ied over the years. The position of president of the court is 

held by the most senior justice, while the second most se-

nior justice becomes the deputy president. All Israeli judges, 

including those on the Supreme Court, are appointed by a 

selection committee that consists of three Supreme Court 

judges, including the president, two cabinet members, in-

cluding the Minister of Justice, two Knesset members and 

two representatives of the Israeli Bar Association. This pro-

cess differs significantly from other courts like the EU Court 

of Justice, where justices are appointed at the the consent of 

all member states, or the US, where Supreme Court justices 

are presidential appointees requiring Congressional approval 

and where lower court judges are elected.

THE HIERARCHY

As in other countries with similar systems, Israel’s Su-

preme Court is tasked with maintaining the rule of law and 

protecting individual rights. However, because Israel has no 

written constitution or bill of rights, the court functions some-

what differently than its international counterparts. In the US, 

for instance, the Supreme Court only hears already exist-

ing cases where there is controversy and which a party 

to the case brings to the court. Israel has no such restric-

tions. Although the Supreme Court has jurisdiction to hear 

criminal and civil appeals from lower courts, it can also hear 

other matters with the Court’s permission. These could in-

clude matters regarding Knesset elections, rulings of the Civil 

Service Commission, disciplinary rulings of the Israeli Bar 

Association, administrative detentions and other matters not 

based on existing lower court cases.

The system also includes District Courts that have juris-

diction in any matter not specifically under the jurisdiction of 

another court. These courts handle some criminal and civil 

matters and are the appellate court for the Magistrate Courts. 

Magistrate Courts are the country’s basic trial courts that 

handle criminal, civil and real estate matters. Since there are 

no jury trials in Israel, each case is heard by a lone decision-

maker. The legal system also recognizes tribunals, which are 

independent courts with their own appellate systems and in-

clude military, labor and religious courts. Administrative tribu-

nals are designed to deal with specific legal issues. One such 

tribunal deals with social benefits and compensation from 

injury, while a second handles unfair terms in contracts and 

a third rules on a range of uncompetitive business practices.

All of these courts are under the supervision of the High 

Court of Justice. As such, the court also exercises judicial 

review of the other branches of government. The court hears 

over 1,000 petitions every year, many of them high profile 

cases challenging the actions of top government officials. 

This court may also challenge the decision of a Supreme 

Court three-judge panel and order it retried under a five-

judge panel. And within the system, all judges have a very 

high degree of independence. Their appointment is perma-

nent, and Israel’s Basic Law states that any person in whom 

judicial power is vested will, in judicial matters, be “subject to 

no authority but that of the law.” A judge is required to retire 

at 70, which is older than in other sectors, and can only be 

removed from office by a decision of the Court of Discipline, 

where seven of its nine members must approve the removal.

A QUESTION OF DEMOCRACY 

The controversy that is garnering so much international 

attention stems from a proposal made by Justice Minister 

Yariv Levin that would transfer some of the power now held 

by the judicial branch of the government to the legislative 

and executive branches. It would grant the government more 

control over the appointment of judges by including more po-

litical figures on the selection committee. In addition, it would 

allow the Knesset to relegislate laws that the court has struck 

down with only a majority of 61 votes of Knesset’s 120 mem-

bers. Levin claims that power which belongs to elected of-

ficials now lies in the hands of overly interventionist judges. 

“We go to the polls and vote,” he recently said, “but time 

after time, people we didn’t elect decide for us.” Levin claims 

that’s not democracy. Many others disagree with him, how-

ever, and the battle lines have been drawn, 

with the international community making 

sure their voices are heard as well. Clearly, 

however, the definition of Israeli democ-

racy is what hangs in the balance.

By Cheryl Hauer,

International Vice President
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An Israeli medical delegation touched down in the Jewish 

state in January after spending a week in Addis Ababa, 

Ethiopia training local doctors and nurses in advanced 

traumatology, Magen David Adom (MDA), Israel’s national 

emergency service said in a statement.

The delegation—a joint initiative by the Israeli Health 

Ministry, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the World Food Pro-

gram and the Ethiopian Health Ministry—comprised a 

paramedic, a nurse and various emergency medicine 

specialists from three Israeli hospitals, thus offering the 

combined skills and experience of MDA and Israel’s 

cutting-edge medical system.

The Israelis shared their know-how with a team of 26 

doctors and nurses from Addis Ababa hospitals in a bid to 

boost the country’s standard of treating trauma patients. 

The week of training included a series of lectures, simula-

tions, trauma scenario drills and hands-on practice using 

advanced medical equipment.

“This mission is of vital importance,” MDA paramedic 

Eldar Malka said. “There are a large number of trauma vic-

tims in Ethiopia, many of them due to shootings and car 

accidents. All the members of the delegation are experts in 

emergency medicine, something that helps us impart our 

theoretical and practical knowledge to the local teams in 

the best possible way. It is a great privilege to be here, and 

to give of our knowledge and experience as MDA teams.”

Israel’s unique situation has forced the tiny nation 

to become a world leader in traumatology. In the 75 

years since its rebirth, Israel has fought a significant 

war every decade. Aside from conflicts, the country also 

lived through the terrible days of the First and Second 

Intifadas (uprisings), when Palestinian suicide bomb-

ers turned busses, restaurants and shopping malls into 

raging infernos. Then there is the daily threat of rockets 

and missiles aimed at civilian populations and terrorists 

armed with knives, guns or explosives stalking women, 

children and the elderly.

Tragic circumstances have forced the Israelis to hone 

their response procedures during times of emergency. 

There was simply no alternative. Israel had to become 

one of the world’s leading experts in dealing with mass 

casualty situations. And on the battlefields of their bor-

ders, in the charred shells of bombed-out busses and 

amidst city streets haunted by terror, the Jewish state 

learned to do so with fierce dedication, unparalleled skill 

and tender compassion.

Yet what their enemies meant for harm, the descen-

dants of Abraham have used as another means to bless 

the nations. Tiny Israel is committed to sharing the experi-

ence and expertise forged from the most painful events in 

its history with those who suffer—regardless of where they 

are in the world. And now the people of Ethiopia stand to 

benefit too.

Ilse Strauss, Bridges for Peace

Medical



Environment

“There is great awareness worldwide that climate change 

will dramatically affect food security, and will change agricul-

ture as we know it,” said Michal Levi, chief scientist and se-

nior deputy director general of Israel’s Agriculture and Rural 

Development Ministry.

“We are all looking for sustainable 

ways to produce food and to find 

new protein sources, and in 

Israel there is a lot of innova-

tion and research,” she added.

Already a world leader in al-

ternative protein startups, Israel is 

now seeking to become a significant 

player in the new blue tech space.

Blue tech includes aquaculture, the science of har-

vesting protein sources sustainably from water rather than 

land. But aquaculture can even be done in the desert—

with the right technologies.

The Israeli government plans to invest NIS 170 million 

(US $7.6 million) over the next five years in education and 

infrastructure to make the greater Eilat region a national 

and international center for producing food from both the 

sea and the desert.

“We will bring in researchers and students and we’ll pro-

mote areas where blue-tech startups can set up, do pilots 

and test their technologies,” said Levi.

Israel is collaborating with neighbors, including 

Egypt, in sustainable ventures to produce fish, algae 

and other nutritious edibles. This is also an opportunity 

for Israeli aquaculture research to spill into the startup 

world, said Levi.

Colors Farm on Moshav Hazeva has been operating 

in a variety of innovative ways since 1999. For the past seven 

years, Colors Farm has run a closed circular aquaponics sys-

tem to raise ornamental fish alongside greens such as lettuce 

and basil—all year round—using recirculated water and with-

out fertilizer or pesticides.

“The fish produce all the nitrogen and nutrients that the 

plants need, and the plants bring back the water to the fish in 

very good quality,” said Colors Farm CEO Ran Epstein.

The leafy greens—including more than 100,000 lettuce 

heads per month—are sold in Israel’s largest supermarket 

chain. The ornamental fish are sold worldwide.

“If everyone worked like we do, agriculture in Israel would 

consume 90% less water,” said Epstein.

Abigail Klein Leichman, Jewish News Syndicate via Israel21c

Israeli Innovation Helps Blue Tech Flourish

When it comes to patient care, vital signs like pulse, tempera-

ture, respiration and blood pressure are, well, vital to monitor 

the patient’s essential body functions. Obtaining these vitals is 

an invasive process, with the patient hooked up to machines, 

wires and devices. Yet thanks to an Israeli healthcare technol-

ogy start-up, this is about to change. 

Neteera Technologies is the architect of the first remote 

patient monitoring solution that ensures continuous, con-

tactless, passive monitoring of vital signs and bio-data. The 

revolutionary platform combines AI (artificial intelligence) and 

unique micro-motion sensor technology in a small device that 

can be placed next to a patient to monitor heart rate, respira-

tion rate, respiration depth and inhale-exhale ratio—without 

the invasive wires and tubes. The data is then collected in the 

cloud and dispatched to the relevant caregiver.  

Compact, user-friendly and safe, the 2.4x3.2-inch 

(6x8-cm.) device has a range of up to 5 feet (1.5 m.) and 

works through clothing and bedding.

According to Neteera founder and CEO Isaac Litman, 

the idea for the device was born from a question: “How can 

we monitor people without forcing them to wear things, 

without touching them, without them having to be hooked 

up to anything?”

Apart from offering a contactless solution, Litman and his 

partners also set out to develop a device that would gather 

sufficient data without cameras or privacy issues, Israel21c

reports. On top of that, the tool had to be cost-effective and 

require minimal maintenance and cleaning between patients.   

“Radar technology solves all these issues in the correct 

way, with good performance and at a reasonable price,” 

Israel21c quoted Litman as saying.

“When our heart beats and when we breathe, certain 

movements are created in our bodies,” he continued. “Our 

device transmits a very weak and safe signal that knows how 

to penetrate clothing or linen but not 

the skin—it’s noninvasive. Once 

that signal touches the skin, it 

sees the skin movement and 

brings it back to the system. We 

then translate the skin movement 

into actionable data.”

The Neteera solution received 

FDA approval in September and is al-

ready being used in some nursing homes 

in the US. The next step, Litman says, will be 

hospitals and private homes.

Ilse Strauss, Bridges for Peace
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AT 16:00 ON MAY 14, 1948—hours before sunset signaled the 

start of the Sabbath—David Ben-Gurion banged his gavel on 

the table to call the 250-strong crowd in the Tel Aviv Museum 

to order. “I shall now read to you the scroll of the Establishment 

of the State,” the architect of the modern State of Israel and its 

soon-to-be first prime minister announced. 

It took 16 minutes for Ben-Gurion to read the Israeli Declara-

tion of Independence, establishing a Jewish state in Eretz Israel, 

to be known as the State of Israel. Those 16 minutes brought to a 

close 2,000 years of waiting, longing and watching for the prom-

ises of God to His people. The Israeli Declaration of Indepen-

dence ushered in the fulfilment of prophesies spoken by Isaiah, 

Jeremiah, Zechariah and Ezekiel. The Jewish people had begun 

returning to their ancient homeland—just as God said they would. 

A nation was born in a day—just as God said it would. 

May 14, 2023 marks 75 years since Israel’s rebirth. In these seven-

and-a-half decades, the world had front row seats to God fulfilling a 

host of other promises spoken by the ancient biblical prophets.     

So on this, Israel’s diamond jubilee, we invite you to walk with 

us through the mountaintops and valleys of the 75-year history 

of a nation and her people whose existence stands as proof that 

God exists, that He is faithful and that once He made a promise, 

its fulfilment is as sure as the rising of the sun.

May 1948

• God’s promises fulfilled! Israel reborn!

• War of Independence as five Arab armies invade Israel

1949

• Armistice agreement ends War of Independence. Jordan 

annexes Judea and Samaria, Jerusalem under divided 

Israeli and Jordanian rule. Egypt occupies Gaza.

• First Knesset established with Ben-Gurion as prime 

minister

• Admitted as a UN member state

• Operation Magic Carpet rescues tens of thousands 

of Yemenite Jews. Nearly a million Jews would flee 

persecution and expulsion in Arab countries, resettling 

in Israel. Some 250,000 Holocaust survivors also make 

Israel their home.

August 1953

• Five-year-old Israel’s first humanitarian aid operation 

after an earthquake hits Greece. In the ensuing 70 

years, Israel sent over 30 aid missions abroad to help 

survivors of disasters.

HAPPYAPPY 
7575TH 
BIRTHDAYIRTHDAY 
ISRAELSRAEL!
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Ilse Strauss, News Bureau Chief

February, 1996

• First suicide bombing, sparking a wave of 

150 attacks spanning 20 years

September 2000

• The Second Intifada erupts, triggering years 

of terror in which thousands died. Operation 

Defensive Shield and the construction of the 

security fence helped restore calm by 2005.  

August 2005

• Israel evacuates all Israelis from Gaza.

July 2006

• Second Lebanon War 

June 2007

• Hamas seizes control of Gaza. Israel declares 

Gaza hostile territory.

December 2008

• Operation Cast Lead in response to 10,000+ 

rockets fired by Hamas

January 2009

• Major natural gas deposits discovered off the 

Mediterranean coast

January 2010

• IDF’s efforts in aftermath of the Haiti earth-

quake elicits international praise.

April 2011

•The Iron Dome intercepts its first rocket fired 

from Gaza. This defense system has neutral-

ized thousands of rockets since, saving 

countless lives—in Israel and abroad.

November 2012

• Operation Pillar of Defense in response to 

ongoing rocket fire from Gaza

June 2016

• Operation Good Neighbor launched to aid 

Syrian civilians affected by the civil war

July 2014

• Operation Protective Edge to destroy terror 

tunnels from Gaza 

December 2017

• The US recognizes Jerusalem as Israel’s capital.

May 2018

• The US embassy opens in Jerusalem.

March 2019

• The US recognizes Israeli sovereignty over 

the Golan Heights. 

August 2020

• Israel and the UAE announce a historic peace 

agreement. 

• Bahrain joins the UAE by making peace with 

Israel.

• Abraham Accords signed!

• Israel and Morocco establish diplomatic 

relations.

February 2021

• Kosovo becomes the first Muslim-majority 

state to recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s 

capital.

• Operation Guardian of the Walls in response 

to rocket fire from Gaza

2022

• Russia invades Ukraine, prompting the larg-

est wave of aliyah in nearly two decades.

• The 37th government with Netanyahu as 

prime minister is sworn in, restoring political 

stability to the country.

May 2023

• Happy 75th birthday Israel!
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1959

• First experimental system of modern drip 

irrigation developed, an invention that 

blossomed countless deserts—in Israel and 

internationally

June 1967

• Six Day War against five Arab armies. Israel 

reclaims Judea and Samaria, reunifies 

Jerusalem and regains control over Gaza, 

Sinai Peninsula and Golan Heights.

March 1969

• Golda Meir, Israel’s first female prime min-

ister and the fourth female head of state in 

the world, takes office.

October 1973

• Arab states launch a surprise attack, spark-

ing the Yom Kippur  War. 

July 1976

• Operation Entebbe rescues 100 hostages 

taken when Palestinian terrorists hijack a 

flight from Tel Aviv.

March 1979

• Israel and Egypt sign a peace treaty, Israel’s 

first with an Arab state.

June 1982

• First Lebanon War 

November 1984

• Operation Moses covertly evacuates first of 

thousands of Ethiopian Jews from refugee 

camps in Sudan.

December, 1987

• First Intifada erupts and rages until 1993.

1991

• Iraqi scud missiles rain down on Israel during 

the Gulf War. 

• Operation Solomon rescues 14,000 Ethiopian 

Jews in 36 hours.

• Soviet Union falls. Mass immigration of Rus-

sians alters Israel’s demographics forever.

September 1993

• Israel and Palestinians sign Oslo I Accord, 

prompting Israeli withdrawal from specific 

areas and creating an interim Palestinian 

self-governing authority.

1994

• Israel withdraws from most of Gaza and 

Jericho, followed by Palestinian self-

government implemented there. 

• Yasser Arafat establishes the PA.

• Israel gains its second Arab peace partner, 

Jordan.
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are not sad, 75% are not stressed, 66% live lives of en-

joyment, 64% are well rested and 85% feel fulfilled and 

respected by their country.

Perhaps the most worrisome, however, is the revelation 

that Israel lives in the maddest area in the world. Gauging 

anger, the study revealed that Lebanon is the angriest na-

tion on the globe, followed by Turkey at number 2, Iraq in 

fourth place, Afghanistan coming in fifth and Jordan rated 

sixth. Regardless of how happy you might be, there are 

realities of living in such a bad neighborhood that unfortu-

nately must be dealt with.

Physical health is also important to our researchers. 

They report that Israel comes in tenth in the top 10 healthi-

est countries in the world. They credit an emphasis on 

a healthy diet and low alcohol consumption for Israel’s good 

health as well as a close family structure and community 

support. They also give a shout out to Israel’s excellent 

healthcare system that is the fundamental right of every 

citizen. Some believe that Israel’s mandatory military service 

also contributes to Israelis’ good health through its physical 

training and mental discipline. Regardless of the reasons, 

if you are an Israeli between the ages of 30 and 70, your 

chances of dying of a heart attack, various diseases, stroke, 

cancer or diabetes are among the lowest in the entire world.

In addition, Israel’s life expectancy is impressive. 

Afghanistan’s is only 65.9 years, Egypt’s 72, Jordan’s 75, 

Turkey’s 78 and Lebanon’s 79. Israel’s, on the other hand, 

rests at 83.49. Perhaps most impressive of all, however, 

lies in the area of infant mortality. For women in Leba-

non, there are 9.014 deaths per 1,000 births. In Jordan, 

the number is 12, Egypt 13, Iran 10.49 and Turkey 7.268. 

Yemen, though not exactly a neighbor, has an infant mor-

tality rate of 41.998 deaths per 1,000 births. Israel’s infant 

mortality rate rests at 2.28, one of the lowest in the world.

A Reason to Rejoice
The differences between Israel and her neighbors are 

striking, but one question our researchers didn’t answer 

is why. What makes Israel one of the happiest nations on 

earth while her closest neighbors are steeped in anger 

and discontent? 

Experts have varying opinions, mostly based on the cir-

cumstances in Israel’s neighboring countries. Poverty, po-

litical and economic instability, war and religion each play 

a role in determining the emotional and physical climate in 

the Middle East. And as mentioned before, many believe 

that Israel’s strong family dynamic, communal approach to 

life and the belief that every human being is created in the 

image of God set her apart from her neighbors. 

Others, however, would suggest that at bedrock, 

Israel is different because God created her to be so. His 

promises to bring the Jewish people home, plant them 

in their land never to be uprooted again, to prosper 

them and protect them are all being fulfilled before the 

eyes of the nations. It is through His people, God said, 

that those nations will eventually recognize who He is. In 

the interim, Israel has been called to be a light in a very 

dark world. It has always been His plan to use His faith-

ful, merciful, redemptive relationship with Israel to draw 

mankind to Himself, and He will not relent until that plan 

is fulfilled. Full stop.
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NEAR THE NORTHERN END of the Syrian African Rift lies a 

sparkling gem: Israel’s Sea of Galilee. Known in biblical 

times as the Sea of Chinnereth (Num. 34:11), this fasci-

nating body of water has nurtured fishermen and farmers, 

poets and prophets for millennia.

Lowest Fresh Water Lake on the Planet 
The Sea of Galilee really isn’t a sea at all but the lowest 

fresh water lake on earth. Known in Israel as the Kinneret, 

a Hebrew word referencing its harp-like shape, it is not a 

particularly large lake. It covers an area of 166 square kilo-

meters (64 mi².), and should you decide to walk its circum-

ference, it would take you about 13 hours to complete the 

61.3 kilometer (38 mi.) loop. 

Water is a precious resource in this land and the 

Kinneret is Israel’s number-one asset. Therefore, Israelis 

pay attention to the water levels of the Kinneret, both in 

times of drought and times of plenteous rainfall. There are 

specific terms used to describe the water levels of the lake 

when its shoreline recedes to dangerous points or when 

the waves come dancing in among the flowering reeds 

along its banks. You will hear phrases such as the upper 

red line, the lower red line and the dreaded black line. 

When the upper red line is reached, the lake is full 

and there will be talk about opening the Degania Dam 

to release water back into the Jordan River. Then there 

is the lower red line, the point below which damage to 

the ecological balance and water quality begins to occur. 

The black line marks the point where permanent damage 

to the lake happens. It was last reached in 2001. Today, 

the lake holds a healthy amount of water—slightly more 

than halfway between the two red lines and 4.33 meters 

(14.2 ft.) from the black line. 

In addition to being a water resource, the Kinneret

is home to 30 different species of fish, including several 

types of tilapia, sardine, “biny” (a carp-like creature) and 

catfish. Fishing has long played an important role in the 

economy of the area. Josephus, a famous first-century his-

torian, recorded 230 boats regularly working on the lake. 

The fishing industry is still alive and well today with about 

2,000 tons of fish caught each year. Both professional and 

amateur fishermen enjoy bounty from the Kinneret.

Creative Inspiration 
If Jerusalem is the spiritual heart of Israel, the 

Kinneret is a place that inspires and draws creativity 

from Jewish poets and writers. There has always been a 

Jewish presence in the Galilee, but those numbers began 

to grow in the late 1800s and throughout the early 1900s, 

when many of the returning immigrants came to the area. 

Among them was Rachel Bluwstein (1890–1931), a young 

Russian Jewish woman who was to become Israel’s be-

loved poetess known only by her first name—Rachel. 

Rachel lived at Kvutzat Kinneret on the shores of the 

lake, learning agricultural methods and writing poetry in-

spired by the nearby Kinneret. One of her poems contains 

these lines: “Perhaps I never woke early and went to the 

fields to labor in the sweat of my brow. Nor in the long 

blazing days of harvest on top of the wagon laden with 

sheaves, made my voice ring with song. Nor bathed my-

self clean in the calm blue water of my Kinneret. O, my 

Kinneret, were you there or did I only dream?”

She also wrote eloquent prose, capturing on paper the 

relationship between the sparkling blue Sea of Galilee and 

the Jewish people. “It is said: this water has wondrous 

properties. Whoever has drunk it will return. Is this why 

the young men abroad long for the quiet shores of the 

Kinneret, because their ancestors quenched thirst here?”

Another creative voice, born in 1930 at the same com-

munity Rachel called home, was Naomi Shemer. Her most 

famous song, “Jerusalem of Gold,” was penned in 1967, 

just before the Six Day War began. Shemer was a prolific 

songwriter and many of her songs reflect her love of her 

birthplace along the shores of the Sea of Galilee.
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Birthplace of the Kibbutz Movement
Land surrounding the Kinneret has long provided farm-

ers with the ideal conditions—fertile soil, hot climate and 

access to water—to produce abundant crops. Josephus 

observed during the first century that this area “supplies 

men with the principle fruits—grapes and figs continually 

during the ten months of the year, and the rest of the fruits, 

as they ripen together during the whole year.”

It should come as no surprise that the land along the 

shores of the Kinneret drew returning immigrants. But 

many of them had no practical farming experience and 

there were obstacles to be overcome. In answer to these 

challenges, the Kinneret Farm was established in 1908 as 

an agricultural training facility.  

The farm proved itself a catalyst for many of the struc-

tures that sustained the new immigrants and would carry 

forward into the early days of statehood. Some are still in 

evidence today, such as the Bank HaPoalim (the workers 

bank) and Tnuva (the world’s largest kosher food manufac-

turer), which was originally established as a cooperative 

for milk and dairy products.

Yet the most important and critical innovation in those 

early days was probably the kibbutz concept of communal 

living in an agricultural setting. In the years and months be-

fore statehood and in the immediate aftermath, the chal-

lenges and obstacles were such that only larger groups 

were able to successfully till the soil that had lain dormant 

for centuries to bring it back to life. 

Beautiful Creation
Nestled between the foothills of the Golan Heights and 

the mountainous area of the Galilee region, the blue water 

of the Kinneret has the uncanny ability to draw our atten-

tion away from the cares and distractions of the day and 

shift our focus to the One who created it. 

Janet Aslin, BFP Staff Writer
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The Quirks of Israel
Swimming in Tel Aviv

IF YOU’RE FOND OF THE BEACH, the place to be in Israel 

is Tel Aviv. The city features an idyllic stretch of sand where 

people lounge in the sun, eat ice cream, go for a swim, surf 

and play matkot, the Israeli version of paddle ball—all while 

passenger planes fly overhead on their way to land at Ben 

Gurion International Airport. A bustling boardwalk stretches 

the entire length of the beach, providing the ideal spot for 

people jogging, cycling or taking the dog for a walk. It was in 

this environment that I was persuaded to learn how to swim.

You heard me correctly. I said learning how to swim. It 

happened while serving as a Bridges for Peace volunteer for 

the first time. I had befriended a few other young adult volun-

teers like me, and one day, the topic of an outing to the beach 

came up. I protested, explaining that I couldn’t swim. One of 

my new friends didn’t believe me. Everyone could swim, he 

insisted. Another new friend informed me that she had once 

been a lifeguard and promised to give me some swimming 

instructions once we were in the water. Finally, I was con-

vinced. Off to the beach we would go.

On the day of the outing, we arrived at the beach in Tel 

Aviv mid-morning. We hadn’t been there for 20 minutes when 

someone suggested a swim. All eyes were on me as I en-

tered the water. I wanted to appear brave, like I could easily 

take on the churning waters and crashing waves. 

As soon as I was waist-deep in the water, my former life-

guard friend gave me a crash course on how to float. At first, 

I was on top of things. I even remember thinking, “This isn’t 

so bad. Actually, this is kind of nice. The water is so soothing 

and gentle. I’m floating! Wow!”

But then things took a turn for the worse. I soon began 

to tire, and turning to my former lifeguard friend, I suggested 

that we make our way back to the beach. I anticipated walk-

ing out of the waves, and tried to plant my feet on the sandy 

bottom to start the walk. Only, there was no bottom. Starting 

to panic, I saw just how far the shore really was and instinc-

tively started doing something that resembled treading water. 

However, I soon realized that my attempt was rather ineffec-

tive. That didn’t stop me from trying to make my way to the 

shore in a rather sad doggy paddle. I must have looked like 

the Little Engine that Could, chugging away to the familiar 

chant, “I think I can. I think I can. I think I can.” I tried to re-

main calm and positive. I even tried to admire the sunshine 

and the beach, which wasn’t getting any closer.  

What I didn’t know was that I had been caught in an un-

dercurrent. The result? No matter how much I paddled, I con-

tinued being dragged back. I remember seeing my friends 

in the distance, much closer to the beach. They noticed my 

plight and one of them promptly swam to my rescue, trying 

to haul me to the beach. But it was no good. I was not strong 

enough to break free from the undercurrent and the waves. 

Then I saw them...Two men on a paddleboard appeared 

as if from nowhere, rowing with all their might in my direc-

tion. I was impressed, to say the least. These two looked like 

Navy Seals, Green Berets or Iron Man contestants. The only 

From the pen of Peter Fast, CEO-elect, comes the seventh installment of the Quirks of Israel. 
Join Peter on a journey through the wonderfully peculiar culture, traditions, heritage and daily life 

of this singular nation as he unpacks, introduces and celebrates the quirky aspects that make 
Israel so wonderfully unique.
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problem was, they were steering straight for my head. I was 

desperately trying to doggy paddle out of their way when the 

two drew parallel with me and then came to a stop. Then one 

of them bent down, shouted at me in Hebrew and extended 

his hand. 

Embarrassment washed over me like another wave. In 

that moment, I realized that the Navy Seals had come to 

save me. They were lifeguards. The embarrassment was 

fleeting though. I knew full well I was in trouble, so I grabbed 

the lifeguard’s outstretched hand and he hauled me out 

of the water and onto the paddleboard like a flapping 

fish gasping for breath. The next moments were incredibly 

awkward. I flopped onto my belly, and with one of the men’s 

knees pinning me down between my shoulder blades on the 

board, we cruised across the water and skimmed profes-

sionally through the shallows with my legs and arms straight 

out in all directions in a spread eagle. 

As we skidded to a stop on the beach, I could see looks 

of concern and pity on the faces of every beach goer. I tried 

to muster some of my dignity as I climbed off the board. 

The Navy Seals looked me up and down and then asked 

with a smile, “You okay, my friend?” I surveyed the damage. 

My knees were skinned and bloody. So were my elbows. 

Pointing at a building on the horizon, one of the lifeguards 

instructed, “That’s the hospital. Go there, my friend.”

 I limped my way across the hot sand toward the build-

ing, thanking God for a second chance at life. The nurse 

on duty looked up, bewildered, asking, “Why are you here, 

my friend?”

“I need bandages,” I managed. 

He shook his head. “No bandages.”

I stood dumbstruck. Before I could help myself, out 

came, “Of course you wouldn’t have bandages. You’re only 

a first aid station.” 

My sarcasm was lost on the nurse though. He simply 

handed me some paper towels. I stuck four pieces on my 

body: one on each bloody knee and one on each bloody el-

bow. Patched up the best I could manage, I trudged back 

to my spot on the beach to salvage whatever was left of the 

day. A few moments later, my friend who told me everyone 

could swim appeared next to me. Kneeling by my side with a 

sheepish grin, he said, “My goodness. You really can’t swim!” 

Israel is quirky indeed. 
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THE WORDS OF THE WELL-KNOWN Jewish bless-

ing, the Shehecheyanu, are so very apt as we consider 

Israel’s Diamond Anniversary. “Blessed are You, Lord, our 

God, King of the universe, who has granted us life, and 

sustained us, and brought us to this time.”  

The Return
“The first miracle is the idea of a people who waited 

1,900 years to return home. After the Jews were exiled 

from Jerusalem and saw their Second Temple destroyed in 

the year AD 70, how did they stay so patient for so long? 

How is it possible that over 19 centuries they never gave 

up on their dream?”

—David Suissa, editor-in-chief of the Jewish Journal, 

speaking at a Yom HaAtzmaut (Israel Independence 

Day) event in 2022

“Were I to sum up the Basel Congress in a word—which 

I shall guard against pronouncing publicly—it would be this: 

At Basel, I founded the Jewish State. If I said this out loud 

today, I would be answered by universal laughter. Perhaps 

in five years, certainly in fifty, everyone will know it.”

—Theodore Herzl’s journal entry on September 3, 1897, 

after the First Zionist Conference in Basel, Switzerland

Birth Pains
“Independence is never given to a people, it has to be 

earned; and, once earned, must be defended.”

—Dr. Chaim Weizmann, the first president of Israel

“God, Lord of Israel, protect your soldiers. Grant bless-

ing to their sword that is renewing the covenant that was 

made between your chosen people and your chosen land. 

Arise O Lion of Judea for our people, for our land. On to 

battle. Forward to victory.”

—Menachem Begin, commander of the underground 

Irgun, speaking on May 15, 1948 as he emerged from hid-

ing and pledged his allegiance to the new government. He 

began his speech by reciting the Shehecheyanu blessing.

“At present our enemies have control of the skies. 

What this means with regard to Tel Aviv is common 

knowledge to everyone here. We have reason to believe 

this situation will not remain static, but I cannot say when 

the change will occur. Superiority in the air gives the en-

emy a great advantage, but our public is not afraid.” 

—David Ben-Gurion, Prime Minister’s Report:

 Declaration of a State of Emergency May 19, 1948

“After the War of Independence, I was often asked 

what part the Bible had played in the success of Zahal, 

Israel’s Defense Force. With the Bible a part of every sol-

dier’s gear, a commander can easily find a chapter that tells 

of a battle our fathers fought, thousands of years ago, in 

the very place where his soldiers are about to fight, and 

read it to them.”

—Yigael Yadin, commander and military strategist

 during the War of Independence, Israel Defense Forces 

second Chief of Staff, archaeologist and politician

Not Mere Survival
“In such a hostile neighborhood, Israel had every justi-

fication to develop a defensive crouch, a bunker mentality, 

a society obsessed with protection and survival at all costs. 

Instead, while it defended itself, it found the chutzpah and 

imagination and drive to create a vibrant and open soci-

ety that honors democracy and celebrates life… It did not 

settle for mere survival. It aimed a lot higher—to thrive.”

—David Suissa, editor-in-chief of the Jewish Journal, 

speaking at a Yom HaAtzmaut event

“Israel was not created in order to disappear—Israel 

will endure and flourish. It is the child of hope and the 

home of the brave. It can neither be broken by adversity 

nor demoralized by success. It carries the shield of democ-

racy and it honors the sword of freedom.”

—Then-Senator John F. Kennedy, speaking at the Zionist 

Organization of America’s convention in August 1960

Striving for Peace
“As a people, our monuments never commemorate 

victories. They commemorate the names of the fallen. We 

don’t need the Arc de Triomphe; we have Masada, Tel-Hai 

and the Warsaw Ghetto—where the battle was lost, but the 

war of Jewish existence was won.”

—Lt. Gen. David Elazar, ninth IDF Chief of Staff, who arrived 

in Israel in 1940 with the Youth Aliyah (immigration) program

“This is our common maxim and belief—that if through 

your efforts and sacrifices you win liberty and with it the 

prospect of peace, then work for peace because there 

is no mission in life more sacred…And so reborn Israel 

always strove for peace, yearned for it, made endless 

endeavors to achieve it.”

—Menachem Begin, upon receiving the 1978 Nobel 

Peace Prize alongside Egyptian President Anwar Sadat

The Final Word Belongs to God
“But you, O mountains of Israel, you shall shoot forth 

your branches and yield your fruit to My people Israel, for 

they are about to come. I will multiply men upon you, all 

the house of Israel, all of it; and the cities shall be inhabited 

and the ruins rebuilt.”

—Ezekiel 36:8, 10

“So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; 

it shall not return to Me void, but it shall accomplish what I 

please, and it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it.”

—Isaiah 55:11

Yes and amen! You have indeed granted Your people 

life, sustained them and brought them to this time—the 

celebration of 75 years as the reborn State of Israel.



TOURS

AUSTRALIA

ENCOUNTER ISRAEL TOUR 2023
Date: October 29–November 13, 2023

Hosted by: Matthew Chivers

Join us for a life-changing experience as we take you on 

a journey through the Land of the Bible and stand with 

Israel for “such a time as this” (Esther 4:14b). The tour 

includes many biblical sites, including Jerusalem, Judea 

and Samaria, the Galilee, Nazareth and the Dead Sea. 

We will also participate in the anniversary of the Battle of 

Beersheba and the heroic charge of the Australian Light 

Horse Brigade as well as a special Shabbat (Sabbath) of 

a Lifetime dinner.

CANADA

EXPERIENCE ISRAEL DISCIPLESHIP TOUR
Date: September 3–12, 2023

Hosted by: Paolo Bautista

Join us as we travel through Israel and experience first-

hand the wonder and beauty of the Land of the Bible. This 

unique tour will be hosted in both Tagalog and English. 

EXPERIENCE ISRAEL DISCIPLESHIP TOUR
Date: October 8–19, 2023

Hosted by: Real Bois

Join us as we travel through Israel and experience first-hand 

the wonder and beauty of the Land of the Bible.

UNITED STATES

ISRAEL WITH STEVE AND JAYNE FOSS
Date: May 11–23, 2023

Hosted by: Steve and Jayne Foss

We are so excited to have you join us for a life-changing 

trip as we walk through Israel’s past, present and future. 

This is more than just a vacation; it is an opportunity to 

gain a deeper understanding of God’s Word and the his-

torical roots of our faith. 

ISRAEL STUDY TOUR
Date: May 15–26, 2023

Hosted by: Bill & Liz Adams

From the biblical heartland and ancient wonders to the 

modern vibrancy of regathered Israel, open your Bible 

with us as we explore Judea, Samaria, the Shephelah, the

Coastal Plain, Sharon, Carmel, Jezreel, the Galilee, 

the Golan, the Jordan Valley, the Negev, the Dead Sea 

and the incomparable Jerusalem. 

EXPERIENCE ISRAEL TOUR
Date: June 3–16, 2023

Hosted by: Bobby Peck

Come enjoy a historical and archaeological study tour of 

Israel. Discover the world of the prophets, the disciples 

and our Jewish Lord. Join us for your trip of a lifetime.

UNITED STATES (continued)

BIBLICAL HOLY LAND TOUR 2023
Date: June 24–July 5, 2023

Hosted by: Jill Czelusta

You are invited to join a 12-day, biblical Holy Land tour 

with Bridges for Peace representative host Jill Czelusta. 

Journey through the Land of the Bible to experience the 

Scriptures coming alive for the journey of a lifetime. 

PASTOR’S STUDY TOUR
Date: January 23–February 2, 2024

Hosted by: Randy Alonso & Ron Wexler

This unique study tour will bring you up close and per-

sonal to the Land of the Bible, while introducing you to a 

wonderful Israel ministry, Bridges for Peace. You will be 

enriched with knowledge and experience that will broaden 

the scope of your understanding and ministry. 

For more details on tours, see contact information on 

page 2.

Administrative Assistant

Bilingual Administrative Assistant
(Fluent in English and Russian)

Graphic Designer

Home Repair Manager

Home Repair Team

Journalist

Proofreader

Web Developer

Join our team of volunteers in Israel 

to make a difference in the lives of the Israeli people.

VOLUNTEER WITH US
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ON THE NIGHT OF PASSOVER, families and friends will sit down to a table groaning with tasty 

treats for the seder (Passover ritual meal). Each of these dishes will have one thing in 

common. Regardless of whether it is sweet or savory, hot or cold, starter, main or dessert, 

every single dish will be free from chametz or leaven. For the feasts of Passover and Un-

leavened Bread, leaven is forbidden in nearly every home in Israel in obedience to God’s 

command in Leviticus 23:6. This delectable chocolate cake is a firm favorite at many 

seder tables. The absence of wheat makes it ideal for this leaven-free time, while the rich, 

chocolaty goodness makes it the perfect ending to a feast fit for a king.

Robbie’s Sweet & Seder-y Exodus Cake

Ingredients

For the cake:
1 cup butter
1/3 cup heavy whipping cream
1/3 cup unsweetened cocoa powder
8 ounces (225 g.) bittersweet choco-
late chips
5 eggs
3/4 cup sugar

For the whipped cream topping:
1 cup heavy whipping cream
2 tsp sugar
1/2 tsp vanilla

For the garnish (optional):
Shredded coconut
Cocoa powder

Directions

1. Pre-heat the oven to 350°F or 180°C. 

2. Grease an 8 x 6-inch (20 x 15-cm.) baking dish.

3. In a small pot over low heat, melt the butter, then add the 
cream and combine. 

4. Add the chocolate chips to the mixture and stir until melted 
and smooth.

5. Remove from heat and set aside.

6. In a separate mixing bowl, whisk together the eggs, sugar 
and cocoa powder until well combined.

7. Whisk in the chocolate mixture.

8. Pour the batter into the greased pan and bake for 35–40 min-
utes until set or until a toothpick comes out clean.

9. For the topping, beat the cream, sugar and vanilla until soft 
peaks form.

10. Serve the cake with freshly whipped cream and a dusting of 
shredded coconut and cocoa powder.

Serves 10 people.
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1/3 cup unsweetened cocoa powder
8 ounces (225 g.) bittersweet choco-
late chips
5 eggs
3/4 cup sugar

For the whipped cream topping:
1 cup heavy whipping cream
2 tsp sugar
1/2 tsp vanilla

For the garnish (optional):
Shredded coconut
Cocoa powder

3. In a small pot over low heat, melt the butter, then add the
cream and combine. 

4. Add the chocolate chips to the mixture and stir until melted 
and smooth.

5. Remove from heat and set aside.

6. In a separate mixing bowl, whisk together the eggs, sugar
and cocoa powder until well combined.

7. Whisk in the chocolate mixture.

8. Pour the batter into the greased pan and bake for 35–40 min-
utes until set or until a toothpick comes out clean.

9. For the topping, beat the cream, sugar and vanilla until soft 
peaks form.

10. Serve the cake with freshly whipped cream and a dusting of 
shredded coconut and cocoa powder.

Serves 10 people.



ONLINE GENEALOGY PLATFORM MYHERITAGE announced the 

publication of a database comprising 1.7 million records covering 

immigration to Israel from 1919. The company called it “the Israeli 

equivalent of the famous ‘Ellis Island’ immigration database for the 

United States.”

For more than a year, MyHeritage indexed thousands of pub-

lic domain images from the Israel State Archives, linking them to 

surviving records of those who immigrated to Israel by ship and by 

plane starting in 1919.

MyHeritage said it is the first organization to create a searchable 

index for the collection and link it with the scanned images. The col-

lection is available to search for free and without having to sign up to the company’s website to make 

it easily accessible for those researching their Jewish roots in Israel.

The records in the collection include the name of the immigrant, the names of relatives who immi-

grated with them, the country of origin, the name of the ship they arrived on, the date of arrival, the names 

of parents, the names of relatives who were expecting them in Israel and their destination city in Israel.

Jewish News Syndicate

SOME 70,000 PEOPLE from 95 different countries immigrated to Israel 

in 2022 with the assistance of the Jewish Agency for Israel, in coopera-

tion with the Ministry of Aliyah and Integration.

It was the most olim [immigrants to Israel] in 23 years and a dra-

matic increase from 2021, when about 28,600 immigrants arrived in 

the country. 37,364 olim arrived from Russia; 14,680 from Ukraine; 

3,500 from North America; 2,049 from France; 1,993 from Belarus; 

1,498 from Ethiopia; 985 from Argentina; 526 from Great Britain; 426 

from South Africa; and 356 from Brazil.  

Approximately 27% (about 19,000) of this year’s olim are young 

people between the ages of 18 and 35, who will boost Israeli society 

and the economy, including professionals in fields where there is a 

labor shortage in Israel such as medicine, engineering and education.  

Jewish News Syndicate

More than 70,000 Jewish People 
Immigrated to Israel in 2022

MyHeritage Publishes 
1.7 million-record Israeli Immigration List
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U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT listed Israel as the world’s 

10th most powerful nation in the publication’s coun-

try rankings for 2022, citing the Jewish state’s military 

strength as well as its influential status in politics and in 

the global economy.

The US was ranked first, followed by China, Russia, 

Germany, the United Kingdom, South Korea, France and 

Japan. One of the Abraham Accords signatories, the United 

Arab Emirates, came in ninth, just head of Israel.

Israel maintained a very high military ranking in the 

“power” category, coming in fourth with a score of 91.1, 

trailing only China, the US and Russia. Furthermore, 

Israel was assessed to be “politically influential,” with a 

score of 78.1.

The Jewish state scored 67.3 for “strong international 

alliances,” 35.6 for its economy and 25.8 for being a leader.

“Israel has a technologically advanced market economy 

with cut diamonds, high-technology equipment and phar-

maceuticals among its major exports,” stated the report.

“The country is very highly developed in terms of life 

expectancy, education, per capita income and other human 

development index indicators,” it added.

Jewish News Syndicate

ISRAEL BOASTS THE 10TH HIGHEST life expectancy on the 

globe, according to a new study by NiceRX based on data 

from Worldometer’s Life Expectancy of the World Population. 

Israelis have an average life expectancy of 83.49, with 

81.98 years for men and 84.91 for women, according to the 

study by NiceRX, a US-based company that helps people 

access affordable prescription medication.

Israel ranks 10th, following Hong Kong, Japan, Switzer-

land, Singapore, Italy, Spain, Australia, Iceland and South 

Korea. The list is made up of member states of the Organisa-

tion for Economic Co-operation and Development. 

The report attributed the higher life expectancy for men 

who complete their mandatory military service to an overall 

level of fitness and health instilled in them from a younger 

age. Add that to the Mediterranean diet enjoyed by the Israeli 

people, which is rich in fish, produce and olive oil, combined 

with the fundamental right of all Israelis to have access to 

health care, and the result is an overall healthy society. 

Furthermore, Israeli longevity is expected to get even bet-

ter over time, according to a 2018 study by researchers from 

the University of Washington, who projected that Israelis will 

have the 7th highest life expectancy (84.4 years) by 2040.

Kate Norman, Bridges for Peace

Israel Ranks 10th Highest 
for Global Life Expectancy 
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HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS: Bring joy into the lives of people who 

have suffered so much. Partner with us to deliver food and 

supplies to Holocaust survivors to ensure their basic needs 

are met. More than providing food, we bring joy and com-

panionship to these precious people, even including special 

birthday baskets as an extra treat for their special day. 

WIDOWS AND ORPHANS: God is described as a champion of 

the “fatherless and the widow” in Deuteronomy 10:18, and 

He invites us in Isaiah 1:17 to partner with Him to “defend 

the fatherless” and “plead for the widow.” We help care for 

these people who are often unable to care for themselves. 

Help us provide food parcels to help make ends meet and 

put food on empty tables. 

FOOD: You can help feed over 24,000 needy Israelis in 40 

communities every month by supporting our food bank 

in Jerusalem.

ADOPTION: Sponsor an Israeli individual or family for one 

year and become personally connected by exchanging let-

ters. Your gift will provide food, bus tickets, financial assis-

tance for special needs and badly needed encouragement.

FEED A CHILD: Change the future for an impoverished 

Israeli child by providing hot lunches at school, birthday and 

holiday gifts, school books, a backpack filled with supplies 

and funds for special needs (sponsorship program). One-

time gifts allow us to enhance the schools with computer 

labs, modern playgrounds, improved facilities and more.

ADOPT AN ISRAELI TOWN: Show compassion to needy families 

by supporting one of 23 Israeli towns that are experiencing 

severe economic hardship. We work with community offi-

cials across Israel to ensure that those in need are fed.

PROJECT RESCUE: We help the Jewish people of the Dias-

pora return to Israel. Your financial assistance helps pay for 

passports, visas, ground transportation, lodging and more. 

Thus far we have helped rescue over 100,000 people. 

PROJECT TIKVAH (HOPE): Support the elderly and sick who 

cannot immigrate to Israel. Your gifts fund soup kitchens 

that provide hot, nutritious meals; heaters for the winter 

season for those living in unheated quarters; emergency 

medical assistance and more. 

IMMIGRANT WELCOME GIFTS: Welcome new immigrants to 

Israel with a large gift package that includes a kitchen set of 

pans and utensils, blankets, school kits for children and a 

1-volume Hebrew–Russian or 2-volume Hebrew–Spanish

edition of the Hebrew Scriptures.

CRISIS ASSISTANCE FUND: Your gifts enable us to respond 

quickly to crisis situations. These may include critical needs, 

such as bomb shelters, ambulances or help for emergency 

situations, such as terror-motivated arson attacks and more. 

HOME REPAIR: Teams of skilled construction workers reno-

vate homes of the poor and elderly in dire conditions, fix-

ing leaky plumbing, replacing broken windows, painting, 

plastering, rewiring and installing cabinets. 

VICTIMS OF TERROR: We deliver special cheer baskets to any-

one touched by terrorism. Special needs, such as wheel-

chairs, food vouchers and financial assistance for medical 

bills are provided for those in long-term rehabilitation. 

DENTAL/MEDICAL AID: Bring back smiles to the faces of the 

poor. Israeli health insurance does not cover dental care 

or special medical needs. This fund helps the needy cover 

those expenses.
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“Before I formed you in the womb I
knew you; before you were born 

prophet to the nations.”
Jeremiah 1:5

DONATE

GREATEST ISRAEL NEED
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ISRAEL & THE CHURCH:
GOD’S ROAD MAP
Rebecca J. Brimmer & BFP Leaders
The revised edition introduces the 
Hebraic roots of Christianity and tells 
the story of God’s covenant relationship 
with Israel. Includes study questions. 
Excellent for small group or personal 
study. Also on Kindle in Eng. or Span.

ISRAEL TOUR JOURNAL
BFP & MIUD Leadership
Each beautifully designed page 
describes an important biblical site; 
offers spiritual application, modern 
life lessons and Scripture verses; and 
provides a place to chronicle thoughts 
and reactions, creating memories that 
will last forever.

LOVING GOD: THE ANSWER 
FOR A TROUBLED WORLD
Rebecca J. Brimmer
Jesus taught that the greatest 
commandment was to love God with 
all our heart, mind, soul and strength. 
Knowing and loving God enables us 
to love others, the second greatest 
commandment. This book explores how 
Jesus’ truth provides the answers our 
troubled world needs.

SINAI SPEAKS
Dr. Jim Solberg
Rediscover the Torah (Gen.–Deut.) 
and its relevant messages for today 
through this amazing devotional. Enter 
a new realm of Bible study as ancient 
stories with modern applications bring 
you closer to the God of Israel. 
Also on Kindle

HEBRAIC ROOTS:
THE BIBLE IN CONTEXT
Rebecca J. Brimmer
Our understanding of the Scriptures 
is shaped by our thinking and culture, 
which is quite different from the 
Hebraic background. Concepts that are 
sometimes complex and foreign to our 
Western worldview are explained from 
a Hebraic perspective. Also on Kindle

JOSEPH & MARY: A MODEL 
FOR TODAY’S FAMILY
Cheryl Hauer
A fresh look at the lives of 
Mary and Joseph, gleaned from what 
history tells us of first-century family 
life—a desperately needed model for 
families today. Also on Kindle

HEBREW TREASURES 
R. Brimmer, C. Hauer, T. Riddering & C. Sprinkle
The 20 word studies found in this hard-
cover gift book are a good beginning 
to understanding the richness of the 
Hebrew language. Well-known scriptural 
texts will come to life in a refreshing new 
light. Also on Kindle

A GENTILE WITH THE
HEART OF A JEW
Calvin B. Hanson
The life of Dr. G. Douglas Young, 
founder of Bridges for Peace, will 
inspire you to stand with Israel. His 
messages are timeless, his passion 
contagious. Also on Kindle

FORGOTTEN PATRIOT
THE STORY OF HAYM SALOMON
David Allen Lewis
Perhaps no one did as much to help 
establish the United States as Haym 
Salomon—a forgotten hero who gave 
everything for the cause of freedom.
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SCRIBES & SCHOLARS
A CHILDREN’S INTRODUCTION TO THE LANGUAGE OF THE BIBLE
Cheryl Hauer 
Learn about the Hebrew language: write it, speak it, mix your own ink 
and make a biblical scroll. Includes fun activities and 40 Hebrew flash 
cards. (Ages 11–14)

11
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14 1513

11

Children’s Books

12 ISRAEL: THE LAND AND THE 
PEOPLE
Cheryl Hauer 
Through puzzles, games, crafts and 
other activities, children will learn 
about Israel’s land, people, food and 
language…and have fun doing it! 
(Ages 7–12) 32 pages

CELEBRATE WITH ISRAEL 
HOLIDAY COLORING BOOK
Children will experience the joy and 
excitement of Israel’s festival cycle 
through our holiday coloring book, a 
great introduction to life in Israel. 

14
TRIBES OF ISRAEL 
Cheryl Hauer 
Well-known Bible stories come alive 
as your children read about the tribal 
lifestyle of the patriarchs. The book 
includes activities that will enrich their 
understanding. (Ages 11–14) 

15

THE BLESSING
Carolin Sadler
Join a Jewish family as they joyfully 
share their Shabbat (Sabbath) traditions. 
The fourth commandment will become 
personal as your family learns to experi-
ence God’s rest. (Ages 7–12) 

13

REPENT THE DAY 
BEFORE YOU DIE
A 40-DAY DEVOTIONAL JOURNEY
Rebecca J. Brimmer & Cheryl Hauer
• Suggested homework activities to 

enhance the journey 
• Daily Scripture readings and accompa-

nying prayer points 
• Spiral bound journal

2
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ZEALOUS ISRAEL PROJECT

ORDER ONLINE
Visit bridgesforpeace.com

NOW IN SPANISH,
both on Kindle

and hard copy
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“I am zealous for Zion with great zeal...”“I am zealous for Zion with great zeal...”
Zechariah 8:2Zechariah 8:2

If you are between 18–30 years old and looking for the adventure 
of a lifetime, look no further!

Serve the Lord in Jerusalem for 11 months, showing 

compassion to His people

Pursue Him as part of a team of 10 young adults from 

around the world

Explore the land of the Bible in a way that 

no tour allows

Dig deeper into Scripture in the spot where the events 

played out

Be discipled after Jesus (Yeshua) in the very place 

where He taught His disciples 

JJULYULY 2023 – J 2023 – JUNEUNE 2024 2024

zealous82.com/apply

zealous_82 Zealous8:2f

ZEALOUSZEALOUS ISRAEL PROJECT ISRAEL PROJECT
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ISRAEL IS BECKONING. 

WILL YOU ANSWER 

THE CALL TO ZION?
Experience the land of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob with young adults from around the 

world on our Call to Zion tour.
JULY 30–AUGUST 10, 2023

Zealous8:2zealous82.com/ zealous_82 f


