
A Publication of Bridges for Peace 

December 2021  •  Vol. 46 No. 6  •  www.bridgesforpeace.com • Your Israel Connection®  

The 

Mountains

of Israel
ISSN 0897-3697 • Printed in USA



Publications: The bimonthly Dispatch from Jerusalem, the monthly in-depth study of the Israel Teaching 
Letter and the weekly e-mailed Israel Current News Update with Prayer Focus. To subscribe, sign up on the 
front page of our website at www.bridgesforpeace.com 

Chai (Life) Night Prayer and Study Groups: A monthly intercessory prayer program for groups desir-
ing to “pray for the peace of Jerusalem” (Ps. 122:6).

Bridge-building Projects: Promote better Christian–Jewish understanding and support for Israel at the 
local and regional levels around the world. Projects offered include Hebrew classes, film series, Israel 
awareness programs, speakers bureaus and study seminars.

Bible Study Tours in Israel: Bridges for Peace provides a variety of travel opportunities and lectures 
to help you or your tour group gain a deeper understanding of Israel. (See page 28 for current tours).

Discovery Groups: Groups have the opportunity to serve with us for a period of one to four days.

Short-term Service: A wonderful opportunity for Christians to build sincere relationships by volunteer-
ing to serve as short-term staff assisting Israel’s poor.

Operation Ezra Projects: Through our food banks, food gifts are distributed to help Israel’s needy.

Project Rescue/Project Tikvah (Hope): These programs help the poorest Jews in the countries 
of the Diaspora. 

ZEALOUS8:2: This branch of Bridges for Peace aims at reaching and impacting the young adult genera-
tion (18–30) with the message of God’s plan and purpose for the nation of Israel (www.zealous82.com).

For more information, contact any of our national offices. We are also available to help you plan 
activities in your area. When you come to Israel, we would like to meet you or speak to your group. 
Please contact us in advance to visit our International Headquarters and Outreach Center in Jerusalem.

Offices

BFP–USA 

ECFA Member

Dispatch from Jerusalem
The Dispatch from Jerusalem is Bridges for Peace’s signature 

publication presenting positive news and perspectives 
from Israel to encourage understanding and support for 

the Jewish people and the Land of Israel.

Subscription information
 Contact your national office at the address listed to the right 

or refer to page 33 under “Information & Publications” 
for the subscription fee in your currency. For all other 

locations, a one-year subscription costs US $25 and is mailed 
from Israel. Contact our International Headquarters

 listed below.

BRIDGES FOR PEACE
Christians supporting Israel and building 

relationships between Christians and Jews 

in Israel and around the world.

www.bridgesforpeace.com

International Headquarters
PO Box 1093 
Jerusalem, Israel 9101001 
Tel: (972) 2-624-5004 
FAX: (972) 2-624-6622
intl.office@bridgesforpeace.com

Editor in Chief   Rebecca J. Brimmer
Associate Editor   Cheryl L. Hauer

 Assistant Editor   Ilse Strauss
Publications Manager   Brenda Groat

Graphic Designers   Brenda Groat, Maddie Hunt

We are committed to the following goals:

To encourage meaningful and supportive relationships 
between Christians and Jews in Israel and around the world.

To educate and equip Christians to identify with Israel, 
the Jewish people and the biblical/Hebraic foundations 
of our faith.

To bless Israel and the Jewish people in Israel and worldwide 
through practical assistance, volunteer service and prayer.

To communicate Christian perspectives to the attention 
of Israeli leaders and the Jewish community-at-large.

To counter anti-Semitism worldwide and support Israel’s 
divine God-given right to exist in her God-given land.

It is our desire to see Christians and Jews work-
ing side by side for better understanding and 
a more secure Israel. Bridges for Peace seeks 
to be a ministry of hope and reconciliation. 
Through programs both in Israel and world-
wide, we are giving Christians the opportunity 
to actively express their biblical responsibil-
ity before God to be faithful to Israel and the 
Jewish community. For too long Christians 
have been silent. For too long the Jewish com-
munity has had to fight its battles alone. It is 
time Christian individuals and congregations 
speak up for the people who gave us the Bible.

Join us in practical expressions to bless Israel by becoming an active 

bridge-builder and participating in fulfilling biblical prophecy through the 

following educational and humanitarian programs of Bridges for Peace.

Australia
Tel: (61) 7-5479-4229

bfp.au@bridgesforpeace.com

Canada
Tel: (1) 204-489-3697

Toll free: (1) 855-489-3697  
info@bfpcan.org

Japan 
Tel: (81) 3-5969-9656

bfp@bfpj.org

New Zealand 
Tel: (64) 7-855-5262 

emather.nz@bridgesforpeace.com

South Africa 
Tel: (27) 21-975-1941

info@bridgesforpeace.co.za

South Korea 
Tel: (82) 70-8772-2014

bfp@bfpkorea.com

Spanish 
Tel: (52) 646-238-7206

intl.spanish@bridgesforpeace.com

Russia 
Tel: (7) 903-309-1849  

info.ru@bridgesforpeace.com

United Kingdom 
Tel: (44) 165-673-9494

ukoffice@bridgesforpeace.com

United States 
Tel: (1) 321-637-0010
      (1) 800-566-1998

postmaster@bfpusa.org



December 2021  •  Vol. 46 No. 6    •  www.bridgesforpeace.com  •  Your Israel Connection®  

REGULAR FEATURES

  4   BFP In Action
  6   Signs of the Times
  8  Archaeology
16   Out of Zion
26   Quotes
28   Volunteer Opportunities
29   Recipe
30   Good News

A Publication of Bridges for Peace 

10

12

14

Going through Withdrawal?

On August 30, 2021, the Ameri-

can forces left Afghanistan in an 

expected but criticized withdrawal 

that had enemies of the US cele-

brating. But is it simply a victory 

for the bad guys? What does it 

mean for Israel, Iran and ISIS?

By Joshua Spurlock

The Butcher of Tehran

Known as the “Butcher of Tehran” 

or the “Hangman of Tehran” and 

acknowledged as the likely suc-

cessor to Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 

as the next supreme leader, Iran’s 

new president, Ebrahim Raisi, has 

all eyes on the Islamic Republic.

By Kate Norman

Women of the Coalition

Israel’s coalition government is 

notable for its diversity. It also has 

the most female cabinet ministers 

in the history of the state, with 

nine women making up one-third 

of the 27 cabinet positions. Let’s 

meet four women of the coalition.

By Janet Aslin
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The Mountains of Israel

Israel is a diverse land with striking 

landscapes that captivate and in-

spire. No tour is complete without 

visiting one—if not all—of the fa-

mous mountains of Israel. Let’s trav-

el north from the center to discover 

the unique story each mountain has 

to tell.

By Nathan Williams

The Ghost Army

The “Ghost Army” was the first 

multimedia, tactical deception unit 

in US Army history. Until recently, the 

story of this exceptional unit, its role 

in the victory over the Third Reich 

and its contribution to the rebirth of 

Israel remained largely unknown.

By Cheryl Hauer

Love Thy Neighbor 

The nation of Israel was shaken in 

May 2021 by unprecedented riots 

and lynchings in ethnically mixed 

Jewish–Arab communities across 

the country. What led to those who 

were once called neighbors turning 

into something to be feared?

By Nathan Williams

24

No Choice

A common thread runs through 

the chronicles of the wars Israel 

fought in her infancy years. In 

each, the tiny newborn nation 

managed to beat back the en-

emy thanks in part to a secret 

weapon, a rare defense few oth-

ers can lay claim to.

By Ilse Strauss
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IT IS A QUESTION I have asked myself, 

and I recently asked our worldwide leader-

ship team to check their motivation. Why do 

we bless Israel? 

I don’t bless Israel because Israel is per-

fect. After over 30 years in the Land, I see the 

positive and the negative. I don’t bless Israel 

because I desire fame or fortune. Although I 

am happy that God says He will bless those 

who bless Abraham and his descendants, 

that is not my primary motivation. I serve the 

nation and people of Israel because I love 

the God of Israel. Serving Him, answering His 

call and loving those He loves are the most 

important things in my life. 

At Bridges for Peace, we rejoice as we see

God fulfilling His promises to Israel. We 

pray for Israel. We help Jewish people 

come home from the Diaspora (Jewish 

population outside Israel). We welcome new 

immigrants. We help widows and orphans. 

We give food to those in need. We encourage 

lonely Holocaust survivors. We do all of this 

because we love God and have answered 

His call to partner with Him as He fulfills His

Word. In the book of Ezekiel, He tells us 

His motivation when He repeatedly says He 

is doing things for Israel so the nations will 

know that He is God.
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People in Need
A mother of two (aged 9 and 12) 

recently went through a difficult di-

vorce. She was left with huge debts. 

Then, because of COVID, she lost her 

job. We partnered with the southern 

city of Arad to help this struggling 

family until she was able to find work 

and support her family again.

A woman in her 60s was sud-

denly widowed as her husband died 

from a COVID-related illness. Sud-

denly her life was turned upside 

down. Her bank account was closed 

because a bank form was not filled 

out. Until the life insurance came 

through, we assisted with some of 

the costs relating to the funeral and helped her during her days of deepest grief. 

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted” (Matt. 5:4). 

Liam is a young boy enrolled in our Feed a Child program. His mother, a single 

parent, struggles to support her family. His older brother is in trouble with the 

law; his older unmarried sister got pregnant and lives in their home with her child. 

They have had to move several times because they can’t afford the rent. Amid 

all the chaos, Liam loves to go to school. There he receives a good lunch, and all 

his needs are met because of Christian sponsors. It has become his safe place.

Yuri and Viktoria made aliyah (immigration to Israel) from Ukraine just before 

the Gaza war in May. They moved to Ashdod, which two weeks later was un-

der constant rocket fire for almost 10 days. Making aliyah is challenging by it-

self, and to undergo such a frightening experience at the beginning of your stay 

is overwhelming. 

They were one of the couples we recently blessed with immigrant welcome 

gifts. Viktoria curiously opened the bag of utensils that goes with the pots and 

pans. A bright smile appeared on her face as she exclaimed: “I needed this sooo 

much. Thank you! I am so happy.” They also received blan-

kets and a Hebrew–Russian Tanakh (Old Testament).

One thousand four hundred Holocaust survivors 

were blessed with food gifts for Rosh HaShanah (Jewish 

New Year). We included a beautiful, handcrafted ceramic 

honey pot for the traditional apples and honey eaten on 

this holiday.

This is just a glimpse into the lives of a few we have 

helped, showing them the love of God through Christian 

support of Israel. We met needs, we brought light into dark 

situations and we brought encouragement, all while know-

ing that we are partnering with God to fulfill His word and 

show His character to the world.  

Thank you for joining us in this work. Your support 

makes it possible for us to continue helping thousands 

each month with food and encouragement. You have 

shown the Lord how much you love Him and His purposes 

in Israel and the world. Your gift, no matter how large or 

small, is an investment into the Kingdom of God.

Blessings from Israel,

Rebecca J. Brimmer

International President and CEO
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COVID has stopped many things in the world, but it 

hasn’t halted immigration to Israel, known in Hebrew as 

aliyah. And for the first nine months of 2021, immigration 

to Israel was up 31% over the same period in 2020—with 

20,360 arriving, compared to 15,598 last year. The Israeli 

press release announcing the numbers called the increase a 

“dramatic rise” in spite of COVID-19.

Pnina Tamano-Shata, Israel’s Minister of Aliyah and 

Integration, said she is “pleased by the tremendous in-

crease” in the 2021 numbers. “I worked in the government 

to ensure aliyah does not stop for a moment—also during 

the COVID-19 pandemic and lockdowns—because aliyah

is the realization of the Zionist dream,” she said.

Despite Ongoing COVID, Immigration to Israel Up Nearly A Third over 2020

Since Israel’s reestablishment as a state in 1948, 

3,340,000 immigrants have made aliyah to Israel. Yet despite 

the literal millions of persons so far who have immigrated—

known in Hebrew in the plural as olim or one oleh—each one 

is special.

“I’m moved by each and every aliyah flight,” said the 

Jewish Agency for Israel’s acting chairman of the execu-

tive and chairman of the World Zionist Organization Yaakov 

Hagoel. “…Olim from across the globe chose to come and 

build their future in Israel. These olim are a strategic asset to 

the State of Israel and contribute to every aspect of life. We 

all must contribute to their integration. We are strengthened 

by each oleh who comes to Israel.”

Joshua Spurlock, The Mideast Update

Putting a strain on Polish–Israeli relations, Poland’s 

Parliament passed a law that will effectively block any at-

tempts by Holocaust survivors and their heirs to reclaim 

property taken during the war or seek financial compensa-

tion. Though the law has yet to be approved by the Polish 

president to be officially inked into the rulebooks, Israeli and 

Jewish leaders are outraged. 

The Polish law would invalidate claims on property 

confiscated more than 10 years ago and would also block 

attempts to sue for property confiscated more than 30 

years ago—even throwing out pending legal proceedings 

from more than 30 years ago, once the new law is enacted. 

The decision has drawn a hailstorm of condemnation 

from Israeli lawmakers who say the move will desecrate 

the memory of the Holocaust and be an injustice to the 

Holocaust survivors and their descendants. 

Poland has long attempted to distance itself from its 

problematic past. However, as Israel’s Knesset (Parliament) 

told their Polish counterparts in an open letter responding to 

the proposed law, that attempt “is mistaken and dangerous, 

because how is it possible to educate young people not to 

repeat crimes that weren’t committed?”

The letter urged Poland’s Parliament to “acknowledge 

the crimes and act to fix them. Not just for the sake of the 

victims’ memory and respect for the survivors, and not for 

the sake of relations between our countries, but for Poland.

“Acknowledging history, not rewriting it, is the act that 

would increase the respect for the Polish nation.”

Kate Norman, Bridges for Peace 

Polish Parliament Passes Law
 Blocking Holocaust Reparations 
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Stolen Holocaust art: 

Manet’s In the Conservatory

2021 2021



December 2021 • 7

Report: Iran a Month away from a Nuclear Bomb

Survey: Nearly Two-thirds of 
Jewish Students Feel Unsafe, 

Half Hide Identity
A new survey has found an alarming level of anti-Semitism expe-

rienced by Jewish students on [US] college campuses, with students 

who claim a strong sense of Jewish identity and connection to Israel 

feeling unsafe and the need to actively hide their identity.

The survey, which polled 1,027 members of the predominately 

Jewish fraternity Alpha Epsilon Pi (AEPi) and the leading Jewish so-

rority Alpha Epsilon Phi (AEPhi), found that nearly 70% of the students 

surveyed personally experienced or were familiar with an anti-Semitic 

attack in the past 120 days, with more than 65% of these students 

feeling unsafe on campus and 1-in-10 fearing physical attack. Fur-

thermore, 50% of students said they have felt the need to hide their 

Jewish identity.

The poll was conducted by the Cohen Research Group in conjunc-

tion with the Louis D. Brandeis Center for Human Rights Under Law. It 

was the first to specifically examine rates of anti-Semitism among col-

lege students who claim a strong sense of Jewish identity, with more 

than 80% supportive of Israel and 60% having visited Israel.

The survey noted that campus anti-Semitism is most often ex-

perienced through words and offensive statements targeted at Jews 

as a community, including comments such as Jews are “greedy” or 

“cheap.” Additionally, it found that Jews have a collective responsibility 

for Israel’s military actions was “relatively common.” 

“In 2021, Jewish undergraduates should not have to hide their 

identity,” said Sharon Raphael, national president of AEPhi. “We are in 

a time when college students are leading the way in equity and inclu-

sion. Jewish students must be included in that activism.”

Jewish News Syndicate

Iran may be within a month of attaining its first nuclear weapon, 

according to a report issued by the Institute for Science and Interna-

tional Security (ISIS).

According to the report, which was based on data recently published 

by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), one month is the 

“worst-case breakout estimate,” and the Islamic Republic would be able 

to produce a “significant quantity” of weapons-grade uranium within 

three months after that.

As of August 30, Iran had produced 10 kilograms [22 lbs.] of ura-

nium enriched to near 60%, according to ISIS. Forty kilograms [88 lbs.] 

of 60% enriched uranium is roughly sufficient to produce one nuclear 

device, according to the report.

The report also notes that the pace at which Iran can enrich ura-

nium has accelerated.

The report’s lead author warned in a press conference that Iran’s 

actions were a tactic to pressure the United States and its allies into 

giving Iran better terms with regard to restarting the 2015 Joint Com-

prehensive Plan of Action nuclear deal, the New York Times reported.

Jewish News Syndicate
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATIONS by the Israel An-

tiquities Authority [IAA] in the City of David National Park 

revealed a layer of destruction, including a row of shat-

tered vessels, including bowls, lamps, cooking utensils 

and storage jars, which were smashed as the building’s 

walls collapsed.

According to the researchers, since no signs of fire 

were found, this was not a deliberate event, and the rea-

son for the collapse of the building was the earthquake 

that occurred in Israel during the eighth century [BC], 

during the period of the kingdom of Judah.

According to Dr. Joe Uziel and Ortal Chalaf, excava-

tion directors on behalf of the IAA: “When we excavat-

ed the structure and uncovered an eighth century [BC] 

layer of destruction, we were very surprised, because 

we know that Jerusalem continued to exist in suc-

cession until the Babylonian destruction, which oc-

curred about 200 years later. We asked ourselves what 

could have caused that dramatic layer of destruction 

we uncovered. Examining the excavation findings, we 

“Yes, you shall flee as you fled from the 
earthquake in the days of 
Uzziah king of Judah.”

Zechariah 14:5b
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tried to check if there is a reference to it in the bib-

lical text. Interestingly, the earthquake that appears in 

the Bible in the books of Amos and Zechariah occurred 

at the time when the building we excavated in the City 

of David collapsed. The combination of the finds in 

the field, together with the biblical description, led us 

to the conclusion that the earthquake that struck the 

Land of Israel during the reign of Uzziah king of Judah,

also hit the capital of the kingdom—Jerusalem.”

According to the researchers: “The earthquake 

that occurred in the middle of the eighth century [BC] 

was probably one of the strongest and most damag-

ing earthquakes in ancient times, and evidence of its 

occurrence has been discovered in the past in ex-

cavations conducted at a variety of sites throughout 

Israel, such as Hazor, Gezer, Tel Agol and Tell es-Safi/Gath.”

Now, the latest excavations conducted in the City of 

David indicate that the earthquake probably hit Jerusalem 

as well.

Excerpt from a press release by the IAA

Evidence of

Biblical Earthquake Uncovered 
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IN JERUSALEM, construction projects include an archaeo-

logical examination to ensure that no historical artifacts are 

erased by the new building work. In an ironic twist, that review 

process for new construction recently unveiled a rock quarry 

site used for ancient construction from 2,000 years ago. And 

in a place named “Quarrymen’s Hill” no less—or in Hebrew, 

Har Hozvim.

A press release from the Israel Antiquities Authority (IAA) 

said that not everyone knows why the location is called that, 

although it should be obvious now: it is the site of a “vast an-

cient quarry” that is thought to span as much as 1,800 square 

meters (or more than 19,000 square ft.).

The site also includes the real prize for archaeologists: 

“massive building blocks” measuring 1.5 meters by 2 meters 

(roughly 5 ft. by 6.5 ft.).

“Building blocks in various stages of working were dis-

covered in the quarry,” said Moran Hagbi, the excavation’s 

director on behalf of the IAA. 

“For example, we uncovered large, square blocks of stone 

about to be detached from the bedrock, prior to loading and 

transporting them to the ancient city. For us as archaeologists, 

this quarry presents a golden opportunity. Because some of 

the stones were left in situ in this way, we can copy ancient 

technologies and experiment with them in order to recreate 

the processes by which the building stones were quarried.”

The plan, according to the IAA, is to use reproductions of 

ancient tools to “try and recreate the ancient methods used to 

detach the stone blocks, as well as to test the effectiveness 

Ancient Construction Site 
Unearthed

of methods described in ancient sources.” It’s like travel-

ing back in time to see firsthand what construction would 

have been like two millennia ago.

While noteworthy, this isn’t the first ancient quarry 

discovered in Jerusalem. Citing the “region’s topography 

and the quality of the stone,” the IAA press release said 

the stone quarries were “the main source” of building 

blocks for major projects in Jerusalem during the Second 

Temple period.

“The large-scale building projects in ancient Jerusalem,

such as the Temple Mount, required a vast amount of build-

ing materials and the ability to organize and coordinate 

the quarrying and transportation of thousands of building 

blocks to the ancient city,” the press release quoted Hagbi 

as saying.

It is both ironic and intentional that modern building 

in Jerusalem is helping archaeologists better understand 

that ancient process.

“In a symbolic way, Jerusalem’s current development 

boom presents us with an opportunity to excavate and 

research the great building projects in Jerusalem in an-

tiquity,” the press release quoted IAA general director Eli 

Eskozido as saying. “Before any development project be-

gins in Jerusalem, our archaeologists are called upon to 

excavate and examine any ancient finds, for the sake of 

future generations.”

Excerpt from an article by Joshua Spurlock, The 

Mideast Update



Going through Withdrawal?
What the US Pullout 

from Afghanistan 
Means for the 
Middle East

FOR ALMOST 20 YEARS, the world was a different place. 

On October 7, 2001, the United States launched a mili-

tary campaign in Afghanistan with a massive military 

focus on the Middle East. Then, on August 30, 2021, 

the American forces left—in an expected but criticized 

withdrawal that had enemies of the US celebrating. But 

is it simply a victory for the bad guys? What does it 

mean for Israel, Iran and ISIS? 
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Members of the US Army in Afganistan



Not All Gone
Although the sizable US force left Afghanistan, it 

doesn’t mean the Americans are no longer present in the 

Middle East. Yoram Schweitzer is a senior research fellow 

and head of the Program on Terrorism and Low Intensity 

Conflict at the Institute for National Security Studies (INSS) 

in Israel and a former member of the Israeli intelligence 

community. According to Schweitzer, the US still has “a lot 

of bases” in the Middle East. Moreover, just because there 

aren’t American boots on the ground doesn’t mean the US 

won’t act. Even after the Americans reduced their forces 

in Syria, the US used drones “to surgically kill” terrorists 

there, he noted. 

Schweitzer doesn’t believe the Afghanistan withdrawal 

“even remotely” equates to “total disengagement of the 

United States from the Middle East.” Instead, he sees 

the US move as part of a shift in both focus and resources 

from combat in the Middle East to other priorities. 

Even when the US does act in the Middle East, the ap-

proach may shift. According to Col. (ret.) Eldad Shavit, a 

senior research fellow at the INSS and a former Israeli intel-

ligence colonel, if the US feels the need to engage militarily 

in the Middle East, they will do so with alternative means, 

such as missiles, as opposed to “boots on the ground.” 

Shavit also believes the threshold to provoke US mili-

tary action against Iran may be higher. In 2003, Iran halted 

its nuclear weapons program out of fear of the US, he ex-

plained. Now, Shavit said he can only see the US engaging 

in military action against Iran if the Islamic Republic acts 

against US interests, attacks US targets or actually devel-

ops a nuclear weapon. 

“Until [Iran has] a bomb, they can do a lot of military 

activity like they are doing today, and the response will not 

be military, at least not from the point of the Americans,” 

Shavit said, speaking against the backdrop of uncertainty 

regarding a potential renewal of the US nuclear deal with 

Iran. “The chances that the Americans will use military 

means against Iran are getting lower and lower.” That pos-

es its own challenge.

Not All Good
Beyond practical consequences, the symbolism of 

the US exit from Afghanistan can invigorate the bad guys, 

including Iran. “There is an issue, because there are as-

sessments also that once the Iranians understand that the 

chances that the US will use military power against them 

are low, they are more aggressive, more ready to challenge 

Israel or challenge other regional powers like in the Gulf or 

Egypt. Also Hezbollah and also Hamas [are more willing to 

challenge],” Shavit explained.

Schweitzer similarly warned that terror groups would 

use the US withdrawal as inspiration. “Regardless of the 

results, regardless of the reasons, regardless of the moti-

vations of the United States who abandoned Afghanistan, 

they will depict it as a victory of their…jihad [“struggle,” war 

with unbelievers (in Islam)] and it will impact the spirit, the 

motivation, and maybe the recruitment of others to continue 

engaging in this kind of confrontation with their deeper en-

emies,” Schweitzer said. He pointed out that Israel should 

be “very prepared for potential dangers that may emanate 

from Afghanistan.” However, he added that there remain 

many questions about the future of terrorist groups in 

Afghanistan, including the “almost inevitable” infighting 

for power between the Taliban and ISIS-K (Islamic State 

Khorasan Province, the Afghan offshoot of ISIS).

The situation can also spill into other areas in the re-

gion. Shavit said the Saudis had begun discussions with 

Iran against the backdrop of the shift in the US’s Middle 

East approach, including withdrawing support for Saudi 

activity in Yemen. “Saudi Arabia understands that they 

have to deal differently with Iran” when they are not sure 

that the US will support them “when it comes to threats 

from Iran,” he explained. 

Not All Bad
Despite the problems, the US withdrawal could spell 

trouble for Iran and opportunities for Israel. Schweitzer 

pointed out that the Taliban almost went to war with Iran 

in the past. In general, Afghanistan will now be the prob-

lem of neighbors such as Iran rather than being the US’s 

responsibility, which makes these neighbors “very worried.” 

He highlighted that the Taliban and its terror allies are Sunni 

Muslims—the interreligious rivals of the Shiite Iranians. 

Furthermore, Shavit said he believes now that the US 

presence in the Middle East is diminished, Israel becomes 

“even more important” in the eyes of the Americans, as 

the US can rely on allies to assist with their interests in the 

region. “When the Americans are not here, Israel becomes 

the main power,” Shavit pointed out. He sees this as an 

opportunity for Israel, depending on how Jerusalem ap-

proaches US interests. “…I think it is very important for 

Israel to have this strategic dialogue with the US adminis-

tration in a way that maybe the administration will see even 

more than they saw in the past the need to have these 

good relations with Israel, at least for the coming years.” 

Schweitzer said he believes the US withdrawal from 

Afghanistan is not “changing anything…in dramatic fash-

ion” for Israel. Moreover, both experts noted that Israel has 

“never asked” the US to fight its battles on its behalf. 

As for the future, Schweitzer can say “with a certain 

amount of confidence” that the US is “not abandoning 

its counterterror polices”—including in the Middle East. 

“This is why I don’t think that Israel should be worried 

[about] the United States’ change of priorities because I 

don’t think in the counterterror priorities it changes,” he 

held. “Maybe there is a shift in strat-

egy, or maybe there is shifting in [a] 

specific presence, or the amount 

of people present in certain coun-

tries, but the United States is here, 

in Africa, in south Asia, in Southeast 

Asia, in the Gulf.”

Joshua Spurlock, The Mideast Update

Members of the US Army at the Kabul 

International Airport evacuation site
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Nicknamed the “Butcher of Tehran” or the “Hang-

man of Tehran,” Iran’s new president, Ebrahim Raisi, has 

all eyes on the Islamic regime. 

“The new government in Iran—headed by the 

‘Butcher from Tehran’ Raisi, and in which most of its 

ministers are suspected of terrorism and are on 

the sanctions lists throughout the world—is the 

extremist face of a regime that has hurt Iranian 

citizens for more than 40 years, funds terror and 

destabilizes the whole Middle East,” Israel’s 

Foreign Ministry stated in September. 

The statement came in response to 

Raisi’s first address to the United Nations 

General Assembly—a diatribe against the 

United States and Israel, which he slandered 

as “the occupier Zionist regime” and “the or-

ganizer of the biggest state terrorism, whose 

agenda is to slaughter women and children.” 

The allegation—coming from the Butcher of 

Tehran, the world’s actual leading spon-

sor of terrorism—is so absurd it would be 

laughable, if it weren’t so tragic. 

HAND-PICKED VICTOR 

Acknowledged as the likely successor to 

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei as the next supreme lead-

er of Iran, Raisi’s path to presidency was made 

straight by the man whom he serves as confidante 

and apprentice. Khamenei heads the committee that 

approves candidates for the presidential race, which 

made way for their pre-selected up-and-comer by al-

lowing only four of 600 candidates to run. 

Raisi won a dismal race, with the lowest voter 

turnout in the history of the Islamic regime—just 48% 

of eligible voters. He took over 62% of the vote, and 

taking second place was void or blank ballots at 13%. 

That means nearly two-thirds of voters decided against 

voting for any of the official candidates, Washington DC-

based Iran Times pointed out. 

EAGER UNDERLING

From a young age, Raisi served the Islamic regime 

enthusiastically, pulling nepotistic strings to further his 

career. Hailing from the northeastern city of Mash-

had—also Khamenei’s hometown—Raisi rode the 

shirttails of the supreme leader and his compatriots 

of Tehran”her oNicknamed the “Butch or the “Hang-

esident, Ebrahim Raisi, hasw pres new
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upward. During the Islamic Revolution in 1979, when ex-

tremist clerics overthrew the shah, 18-year-old Raisi was 

studying in an Islamic seminary. 

The eager student was given his first post at 19 as a 

clerk in a court outside Tehran and was eventually pro-

moted to chief prosecutor. He married the daughter of a 

prominent ayatollah (high-ranking Shiite cleric). His father-

in-law’s ties to the supreme leader and their shared home-

town made for warm ties—enabling Raisi, who reportedly 

endeared himself to his overlords by doing the regime’s 

dirty work, to rise through the ranks. 

THE 1988 PRISON MASSACRES 

In 1988, the regime launched what Amnesty Interna-

tional called “an act of violence unprecedented in Iranian 

history.” Iran instituted a five-month clean and sweep of 

Evin Prison in Tehran and Gohar Dasht Prison in Karaj—

where Raisi was working at the time. The young prosecutor 

was appointed to the four-man “Death Committee,” who 

interrogated and then ordered the execution of an es-

timated thousands of political prisoners—some of them 

just teenagers, and many arrested for participating in 

nonviolent protests. 

The regime without explanation emptied many of the 

prisoners out of their cells and lined them up for inter-

rogation. They weren’t asked about their alleged crimes 

or political affiliations; the Death Committee asked ques-

tions to pinpoint the bad Muslims. Those who answered 

incorrectly were sent into another room to surrender 

their valuables and write a last will and testament. They 

were then reportedly hanged on a crane, six people at a 

time. Their bodies were then loaded into refrigerated meat 

trucks and dumped into mass graves. 

Due to the regime’s secrecy, no one knows how many 

were executed. Estimates vary from 2,500 to as many as 

30,000 people murdered. It’s a heinous crime for which 

human rights groups, survivors and bereaved families 

are still trying to hold the

Iranian regime accountable. 

RISE TO POWER

Ayatollah Hossein-Ali Mon-

tazeri, who was serving as deputy 

supreme leader at the time of the 

massacre, resigned that same year. In 

2016, Montazeri’s son released a tape of 

him deriding Raisi and the other Death Com-

mittee members at the time, warning them: 

“History will judge you as killers.” But today, the 

Butcher of Tehran appears to harbor no regret for 

the blood on his hands, even calling the massacre 

“one of the proud achievements of the system” in a 

2018 speech. 

Raisi’s career continued its upward trajectory over the 

years, being appointed in 2004 as deputy chief justice of 

Iran, in 2013 as chief prosecutor of the Special Clerical 

Court—which punishes religious dissenters and answers 

only to the supreme leader—and in 2014 as Iran’s attorney-

general. In 2016, the supreme leader named Raisi custodi-

an of the Imam Reza shrine in their hometown of Mashhad. 

Described as the “heart of Shia Iran,” the shrine boasts 

millions of visitors per year and is endowed with billions of 

dollars, of which Raisi retained control.   

After an unsuccessful campaign in 2017 for presi-

dent, the self-declared ayatollah (though he officially only 

holds the title of hojat-ol-eslam, a grade lower in cleri-

cal status) made his comeback in June, edging out blank 

ballots and three other competitors. 

A WRENCH IN THE INTERNATIONAL WHEEL

On November 4, 2019—the 40th anniversary of the 

Iran hostage crisis, in which terrorists took 52 Americans at 

the US embassy in Tehran hostage for more than a year—

Washington imposed sanctions on Ayatollah Khameini and 

his inner circle, including Raisi. The US Treasury Depart-

ment explains sanctioning Raisi “for his administrative 

oversight over the executions of individuals who were ju-

veniles at the time of their crime and the torture and other 

cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or punishment of 

prisoners in Iran, including amputations.”

Now the world is watching as the extremist hardliner 

settles into the throne, particularly to see his effect on 

Washington and Europe’s desperate attempts to revive 

the 2015 nuclear deal. The last round of talks in Vienna 

to negotiate a return to the nuclear deal took place in 

June—and ground to a halt when 

the Butcher was elected that same 

month. Now the international com-

munity is waiting to see what he will 

bring to the negotiating table, or 

whether the Butcher will sit at the 

table at all. 

Evin Prison



Immigration and Integration Minister
Pnina Tamano-Shata was born in Ethiopia and came to Israel at the age of three 

in 1984’s Operation Moses airlift. An immigrant herself, she is uniquely suited to 

head the government’s ministry responsible for aliyah (immigration to Israel) and 

klita (absorption into Israeli society).

Originally appointed to the position after the March 2020 election, the 40-year-

old was reappointed in June 2021. A member of the centrist Blue and White party, 

in 2013 she was the first Ethiopian-born woman to become a member of Knesset 

(Parliament) and is the first Ethiopian-born cabinet minister.

Tamano-Shata kept the doors open for new immigrants during 2020, facing 

and solving COVID-related challenges, such as lockdowns and the closure of 

Israel’s Ben Gurion Airport to flights. Since her teens, she has been an activist for 

immigrants—both in her hometown of Petah Tikvah, at university and then later 

as a TV reporter. 

Tamano-Shata’s life has prepared her for this ministerial role as her firsthand 

experiences have shaped her passion for aliyah and the return of all Jews to the 

Land of Israel.

Interior Minister 
Perhaps the most well-known of the four ministers, Ayelet Shaked currently 

serves as the interior minister, but will move to the position of justice minister in 

2023. Born and raised in Tel Aviv, Shaked began her professional career as a soft-

ware engineer, later moving to the political realm. She has worked closely with many 

Israeli leaders, including Prime Minister Naftali Bennett and former Prime Minister 

Benjamin Netanyahu.

Although she identifies as secular, Shaked has been a member of Yamina, which 

is an alliance of right to far-right, primarily religious Zionist parties. In 2019, Shaked 

authored a list of principles Yamina is determined to uphold. Topping the list were 

these words, “We will work to strengthen the Jewish identity of the State of Israel, 

and to strengthen the connection of Israeli students to the Torah [Gen.–Deut.], the 

Land of Israel, and the Jewish religious heritage.”

As Interior Minister, Shaked heads the government ministry responsible for citi-

zenship and residency as well as student and other entry visas. The ministry faces 

the challenge of determining the Jewishness of those who are applying to immi-

grate and become citizens. Prior to her current ministerial appointment, Shaked 

served as the Justice Minister from 2015 to 2019. 

Shaked is a strong, nationalistic advocate for the State of Israel and recently 

was named on the Jerusalem Post’s list of the Top 50 Influential Jews of 2021. Just 

45 years of age, Shaked is a female Israeli politician and leader to watch in the years 

to come.

THE COALITION formed by Prime Minister 

Naftali Bennett and Foreign Minister Yair Lapid 

is notable for its diversity. It can also claim the 

distinction of having the most female cabinet 

ministers in the history of the modern State of 

Israel. These nine women make up one-third 

of the 27 cabinet positions, with three of them 

sitting on the powerful Security Cabinet. Here 

we will look at four “women of the coalition.”

of the 
Coalition 

Women
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Two additional ministers are worthy of note. Economy Minister Orna Barbivai is a career 

soldier who became the first female major–general in the Israel Defense Forces. And Energy 

Minister Karine Elharrar, who suffers from muscular dystrophy, is the first cabinet minister 

with a disability. In conclusion, each of the nine women is an exceptional role model who 

brings her unique experiences and abilities to her leadership position.

Exceptional Female Role Models

Transportation Minister
Merav Michaeli, who has led the center-left Labor party since January 2021, be-

came head of the important Transportation Ministry on June 14. Prior to becoming 

a member of Knesset in 2012, she worked in the communications field as a radio 

broadcaster, TV anchor and journalist.

Michaeli is a highly visible MK (member of Knesset) who regularly appears near 

the top of lists noting attendance and voting record. Her interests cover a wide 

range of issues, and during her tenure in Knesset, she has drafted over 100 laws 

focused on social rights, women’s rights, employee rights and separation of religion 

and state.

As transportation minister, she was often in the news this summer, as Israel strug-

gled to control the Delta variant of COVID-19, which had entered through Ben Gurion 

Airport, one of her responsibilities. Along with Health Minister Nitzan Horowitz, Michaeli 

sought to establish regulations that would protect the nation during the crisis.

Throughout her life, Michaeli has been a leader, a consummate communicator 

and an advocate for women and others in society who are powerless. Since she is 

only 55 years old, we can expect to hear more from her in the coming years.

Education Minister
Born to immigrant parents in Kiryat Shmona, 48-year-old Yifat Sasha-Biton was 

appointed as education minister on June 13, 2021. Well-suited to the position, she 

holds a doctorate in education from the University of Haifa and has worked exten-

sively in that field.

First elected to the Knesset in 2015, Sasha-Biton was relatively unknown until 

her appointment as Knesset Coronavirus chairwoman in May of 2020. She quickly 

drew public admiration when she opposed the Health Ministry’s recommendation 

that gyms and outdoor pools be closed, stating that the data they provided did not 

support their conclusion.

As the newly appointed education minister, Sasha-Biton was faced with this 

summer’s rapidly rising coronavirus infections and the need to decide whether 

to reopen schools “in person” or continue studies via remote learning. She came 

out strongly in favor of on-site learning, telling Arutz Sheva: “I know some par-

ents also have concerns and I also know it will not be easy, but we have a moral 

obligation to return students to stability. We have a plan that has been formu-

lated with the Ministry of Health, and we will not hesitate to change and adapt 

it to an evolving reality.”

A member of the New Hope Party, whose ideology is center-right to right, with a 

strong emphasis on nationalistic Zionism, Sasha-Biton is an up-and-coming politi-

cian who was named on Joel Rosenberg’s list of the top 21 Israelis to watch in 2021.
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status of a patient’s cancer cells months 

and even years in advance.

So, how does the test work? Our bod-

ies are very complex in design, and each of 

us has a unique genome. Simply defined, 

a genome is “an organism’s complete 

set of genetic instructions. Each genome 

contains all of the information needed to 

build that organism and allow it to grow 

and develop” (www.yourgenome.org). The 

C2i blood test is based on the patient’s 

genome and, using artificial intelligence, 

compares thousands of data points, which 

are used to generate a unique pattern that 

provides real-time information the doctor 

can then use.

C2i Genomics founded by Dr. Asraf 

Zviran and three others, is headquartered 

in NY with R&D facilities located in Israel. 

Dr. Zviran, who holds a PhD in molecular 

biology from the Weizmann Institute of Sci-

ence, is a cancer survivor himself. In an in-

terview with Israel21c, Dr. Zviran, who was 

serving in the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) at 

the time he was diagnosed, said “he pic-

tured cancer as an enemy to defeat—if he 

could find the right weapon and target.”

Boris Oklander, the company’s CTO, 

agreed with this mindset as he shared 

with Israel21c the origin of the company’s 

name. “C2i is a military term for ‘command, 

control and intelligence’—it expresses the 

vision of applying defense methodologies 

to oncology.”

There are several other genome-

sequencing companies, but C2i has two 

significant advantages. First, the results of 

the blood work can be read by any of the 

15,000 labs around the world, rather than 

a central point as used by their com-

petition. And, they look at the whole 

genome rather than specific parts, 

giving a more complete understand-

ing of any changes in the patient’s 

body with regard to cancer.

The ongoing work of C2i Ge-

nomics has the potential to signifi-

cantly even the odds in the fight 

against recurring cancers.

Janet Aslin, 

Bridges for Peace

C2I GENOMICS HAS DEVELOPED a 

blood test that allows doctors to monitor 

their patients for recurring or newly de-

veloping cancer cells in real-time. 

According to the company’s 

website, “When a tumor is surgi-

cally removed today, tiny amounts 

of residual cancer cells may remain 

at a level that is undetectable with 

imaging [MRI or Xray] or current 

blood-based technologies.” 

Without a way to know pre-

cisely what is happening in the 

body, doctors may over-treat 

the patient with toxic chemicals 

or radiation. On the other hand, 

under-treatment is also pos-

sible, as the cancer may appear 

to be in remission when actually 

it is growing and metastasizing. 

The C2i blood test has the potential 

to revolutionize cancer treatment 

by revealing accurate 

information re-

garding the 

Israeli Test Identifies Recurring Cancer 

Years before Current Technologies
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ELECTRICITY IS ONE OF THOSE SILENT structural foundations 

of our lives—we only really notice it when our lights go out, the air 

conditioning stops and the conveniences we’ve become dependent 

on are gone. Turbo-Gen, an Israeli firm, has developed a lightweight, 

high efficiency micro-turbine that operates entirely off the commer-

cial power grid, thus freeing buildings from power outages, wind 

storms or other natural disasters.

The Turbo-Gen micro-turbine is not a generator but rather a 

CCHP (combined cooling, heat and power) system that works 24/7 

to produce all the electricity needed by multi-story office or residen-

tial buildings, hospitals and hotels. The current models use natural 

gas, but research and design personnel are working to adapt the 

design for use with other fuels.

The company’s CEO, Yaron Gilboa, told Israel21c that the 

micro-turbine design is based on “proprietary jet-propulsion 

technology developed by [Israel’s] Rafael Advanced Defense 

Systems.” Extremely efficient, the system can produce energy for 

five years before needing maintenance.

The micro-turbine comes in two sizes and can be linked together 

depending on the needs of the building. The smaller unit produces 

40 KwH while the larger one produces 250 KwH of electricity. Unlike 

many CCHP systems, these micro-turbines are lightweight and can 

be hauled in the freight elevator rather than requiring a crane to lift 

it into place.

In addition to its small size and efficiency, the Turbo-Gen system 

lowers the greenhouse gas emissions of the building by 30%. Cur-

rently, office buildings produce 28% of the greenhouse gases that 

are causing a gradual warming of the earth’s climate.

Gilboa told Israel21c that the company’s first 

commercial installation is planned for the first half 

of 2022 in Manhattan. A high density area with 

many demands on the aging electrical grid, this is a 

prime location for the product.

Turbo-Gen has made great strides in the 

CCHP field since its founding in 2014. This Israeli 

company is well on the way to fulfilling its vision 

of becoming a leader in the provision of on-site 

energy for buildings.

Janet Aslin, Bridges for Peace

Israeli Firm Heads for Future 
Where Buildings

Generate Own Electricity

Israeli-developed Robotaxis to Debut in Munich Next Year

DRIVERLESS ROBOTAXIS are set to hit the streets of Munich 

next year, courtesy of Israeli autonomous-driving technology giant 

Mobileye and partners.

Plans for the robotaxi service were recently unveiled at the IAA 

Mobility Conference in Munich. Intel CEO Pat Gelsinger and Sixt 

SE Co-CEO Alexander Sixt announced the collaboration, which will 

see riders being able to hail a driverless cab using either the Sixt or 

Moovit app.

Intel acquired Mobileye for a record sum of [US] $15.3 billion in 

2017 and purchased Moovit for approximately [US] $900 million last 

year. Sixt, meanwhile, is an international mobility services provider 

headquartered in Germany.

The CEOs also unveiled the vehicles themselves, marking the 

first time Mobileye has displayed its fully integrated self-driving 

system in a vehicle to be used for commercial 

ride-hailing services.

Germany recently enacted a law that allows 

for driverless vehicles on the roads, enabling the 

robotaxis to begin early-rider testing in Munich 

next year. Following the tests and pending regu-

latory approval, the fleet will move on to com-

mercial operations.

“With strong logistics and operational partners 

like Sixt, Mobileye can bring the promise of full 

autonomy to life in cities around the world,” says 

Mobileye CEO Amnon Shashua. “We’re delighted 

that Germany is a first mover.”

Excerpt from an article by Naama Barak, 

Israel21c via JNS



The Mountains
 of Israel 

Israel is a diverse land with striking landscapes 
that captivate and inspire. No tour of Israel is com-
plete without visiting at least one—and perhaps even 
all—of the famous mountains of Israel. Let’s travel 
north from the center of the country to discover the 
unique story that each mountain has to tell.

MOUNT MORIAH

Better known as the Temple Mount or Har HaBayit 

(literally “the mount of the House”), Mount Moriah lies 

between the Kidron and Hinnom valleys in Jerusalem. 

Its importance to Jews and Christians cannot be de-

nied, as it is here that the First and Second Temples 

once stood. In fact, in Jewish tradition, Mount Moriah’s

history predates even the Temples. It was to this mount 

that Abraham took his son Isaac to be sacrificed

(Gen. 22) and some say it was where Jacob laid down 

his head and dreamt of the ladder into the heavens 

(Gen. 28:10–18). Furthermore, it is said that this is 

where the foundation stone of the world is located, and 

it is precisely on this foundation stone that the Holy of 

Holies once stood. 

MOUNT OF OLIVES

Just east of Mount Moriah lies the Mount of Olives, 

which takes its name from the fact that olive groves once 

covered this mountainside. Ancient olive groves can still 

be found in churchyards of the impressive churches 

found there today. This is a place of great importance in 

the story of Yeshua (Jesus). Here, in the Garden of Geth-

semane, is where He spent His last moments of freedom 

before His crucifixion, and according to the prophets, 

it is the place where the Messiah will first step foot 

upon His return. Zechariah 2–4 declares that this is 

the place where the resurrection will begin, a fact that 

has made it a popular burial site since ancient times. 

The Jewish cemetery on the Mount of Olives is the 

oldest Jewish cemetery in the world, and it is still in 

use today.
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Mount EbalMount Gerizim

There are many more mountains to write 

about, too many for just 

one article. When the 

borders reopen and we 

can all travel again, we in-

vite you to join us in Israel 

so that you can discover 

them all.

MOUNT GERIZIM AND EBAL

In ancient times, Shechem (modern day 

Nablus), which lies in the valley between Mount 

Gerizim and Mount Ebal, was strategically posi-

tioned on the route know as the Way of the Pa-

triarchs—named for being the exact route used by 

the patriarchs Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Mounts 

Gerizim and Ebal play a central role in the entry 

of the ancient Israelites into the Promised Land. 

This is the location where the Lord instructed the 

Twelve Tribes to divide into two groups and pro-

nounce the blessings and curses. Six tribes stood 

on Mount Gerizim to pronounce the blessings of 

the covenant onto the people. The other six tribes 

stood on Mount Ebal to pronounce the curses of 

disobeying the covenant (Deut. 27). In Joshua 8, 

we find the fulfillment of this ceremony.

MOUNT TABOR

At an elevation of 1,886 feet (575 m.), 

Mount Tabor rises like a dome from the mostly 

flat Jezreel Valley. Mount Tabor’s consider-

able height over the surrounding area made 

it a strategic location for many strongholds in 

ancient times. In the eras of the Canaanites, 

Israelites and Romans, it was contested high 

ground that gave the conquering force an add-

ed advantage over their enemies. In the Second 

Temple period, a beacon was placed on Mount 

Tabor to inform the northern cities of the com-

mencement of Jewish holy days. In the Byzan-

tine era and later, the tradition that Mount Tabor 

was the place of Jesus’ (Yeshua’) transfiguration 

became more prominent. As a result, Christians 

and Muslims over the centuries battled over the 

holy sites built atop the mount.

MOUNT HERMON

Last, but definitely not least, is the high-

est peak in Israel: Mount Hermon, which lies at 

the northernmost point of the Golan Heights. 

Wedged between Lebanon and Syria, Mount 

Hermon is a strategic military asset but also a 

popular tourist attraction. Israel’s only ski resort 

is found on the upper slopes of Mount Hermon 

in the winter, and in the warmer months, the ca-

ble car takes visitors to the summit to enjoy the 

breathtaking views of northern Israel. 



The 
Ghost 
Army

US Army history. Under the leadership of 82 officers, the 

unit’s 1,023 enlisted men were not ground troops or snipers. 

Recruited from art schools, advertising agencies and even 

the entertainment industry, they were artists, musicians, ac-

tors, telegraph operators, radio personalities, set designers 

and sound and light technicians. Many went on to find fame 

after the war. The many testimonies of its members agree 

that the majority of the 1,105 men were Jewish.

The unit consisted of the 406th Combat Engineers, 

the 603rd Camouflage Engineers, the 3132 Signal Service 

Company Special and the Signal Company Special. Col-

lectively known as the 23rd Headquarters Special Troops, 

the unit had the unique mission to impersonate other Al-

lied army units to deceive the enemy. From a few months 

after D-Day, when the Allied forces landed in France, to the 

end of the war, they used inflatable tanks, airplanes and 

other vehicles; sound trucks and fake radio transmissions; 

scripts and various other pretenses to stage more than 

22 battlefield scenarios. Using imagination and illusion to 

trick the enemy into believing that as many as 30,000 Allied

troops were in the neighborhood, the 23rd saved thou-

sands of lives and helped liberate Europe from the Nazis. 

From 1939 to 1945, over 30 nations of the world 

contributed their best and brightest to the over 100 

million military personnel who would engage in the 

deadliest conflict in human history. World War ll would 

claim the lives of over 60 million people, 40 mil-

lion of them civilians. The Holocaust, Hitler’s geno-

cidal attempt to rid the world of the Jews, claimed 

six million victims and brought a legitimacy to anti-

Semitism that haunts the Jewish people to this day. When 

the dust of war had settled, the political and social land-

scape of the globe was changed forever. Many experts 

agree that the rebirth of the nation of Israel in 1948 would 

not have happened had it not been for the atrocities Eu-

rope’s Jews endured during World War ll.

Who would have imagined, amid battle-hardened 

officers leading battle-weary troops with the latest in 

weaponry, that a unit would emerge whose expertise was 

trickery? Armed with nothing heavier than .50 caliber 

machine guns, this unique unit would take part in 22 

large-scale deceptions that played a critical role in the 

ultimate Allied victory in Europe. 

THE BATTLE OF ILLUSION

According to the World War ll Museum, 

this “Ghost Army” was the first full spec-

trum multimedia, tactical deception unit in 
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General George S. Patton relied on them during the battle 

of Bettembourg, where the 23rd convinced the German 

army that the US 6th Armored Division was on the move 

miles from their actual location. Most of their ruses only re-

quired 24 to 48 hours, but this one lasted 10 days, putting 

the entire 23rd at great risk. Their deception was success-

ful and a critical part of the liberation of Paris. 

In March 1945, a massive crossing of the Rhine River 

would allow US and British forces to advance rapidly into 

the German interior and bring about the defeat of the Third 

Reich. Generals Patton and Dwight D. Eisenhower called 

on the 23rd to convince the Germans that their crossing 

was happening 17 miles (27 km.) from its actual location. 

The ruse was so effective that the Germans concentrated 

all their forces against the Ghost Army, and Patton and 

Eisenhower crossed the Rhine nearly casualty free.

The 23rd’s last operation was not deception. Con-

centration camps were being liberated with no forces 

trained in dealing with survivors. The victims of Nazi terror 

spoke 29 different languages, and it was discovered that 

the various members of the Ghost Army spoke those 29 

languages. Their final assignment was to work with those 

survivors, hearing their stories and helping them find the 

resources they needed to begin the process of healing. 

They worked with over 100,000 inmates, many of whom 

would make their way to Israel.

After the war, the members of the 23rd were sworn to 

secrecy. With the exception of one magazine article early 

on, the story of the Ghost Army, its role in the victory over 

the Third Reich and the contributions it made to the fu-

ture of the Jewish people and the nation of Israel were 

not made public until 1995. In May 2021, the US House 

of Representatives passed the Ghost 

Army Congressional Gold Medal Act. 

Once passed by the Senate, this unit 

and its members will receive the rec-

ognition and honor they deserve.

The 23rd relied on four tactical areas to accomplish 

ruses that helped deflect German units from the locations 

of larger Allied units. The largest of the four handled vi-

sual deception and were known as camoufleurs. This unit 

was equipped with inflatable tanks, cannons, jeeps, trucks 

and airplanes, all able to be unpacked and inflated by air 

compressors in less than twenty minutes. Once inflated, 

they were partially camouflaged so that enemy aerial re-

connaissance could spot them. Two bulldozers traveled 

with the unit and were used to create mock airfields and 

the tracks that real tanks would have left in the dirt. They 

created dummy troop bivouacs, complete with fake laun-

dry hanging on clotheslines, motor pools, artillery batteries 

and tank formations in just a few hours. Their work was 

so convincing that an allied plane occasionally actually 

landed on their “airstrips.” 

The Signal Service Company handled sonic deception 

by recording the sounds of armored and infantry units onto 

sound effects records that were then mixed to match any 

scenarios they wanted the enemy to believe. This program 

was then recorded on state-of-the-art wire recordings and 

played back with powerful amplifiers and speakers mount-

ed on halftracks. Their sounds could be heard 15 miles 

(24 km.) away.

Radio deception operators created phony radio traffic, 

impersonating radio operators from real units. Morse code 

operators had their own identifiable style when sending 

messages, and Signal Company operators mimicked real 

operators’ styles so effectively that the enemy was never 

the wiser. 

Special effects were critical to the operation. This unit 

created “atmosphere” by painting insignia on vehicles, cre-

ating uniform patches and positioning a few personnel in 

vehicles to give the impression of a fully motorized infantry 

unit, often driven in loops to look like long convoys. This unit 

sent soldiers into small towns to impersonate GIs and even 

officers on short leave. They ate in restaurants and drank in 

bars, convincingly leaking false information. 

These deceptions were so effective that the Ghost 

Army was responsible for the success of major battles 

and troop movements during the final year of the war. 
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Love
Thy Neighbor

The nation of Israel was shaken in May 2021 by countless rockets fired from the Gaza Strip 

and a new kind of aggression: unprecedented riots and lynchings in ethnically mixed Jewish–Arab 

communities across the country. Whether spurred on by the rhetoric and international media 

attention surrounding the Israeli Supreme Court ruling on the future of several Arab homes in 

the Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood of Jerusalem or the perceived situation of the residents of Gaza, 

boiling point morphed into boiling over as tensions soared. Those who were once called neighbors 

were now something to be feared. 

The city of Lod in May 2021
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Nathan Williams, Director of 

Marketing and Communications

TIMES OF TROUBLE

Located just twenty minutes outside of Tel Aviv, Lod 

is one of Israel’s most diverse cities. Hailed as “A Mosaic 

of Cultures,” almost every Israeli ethnic, religious and  

socioeconomic group can be found in Lod. Once praised 

as a model of effective Jewish–Arab shared society, Lod 

turned into a real war zone as violent riots erupted be-

tween Jewish and Arab residents. Purportedly, the Arab 

riots began as a show of solidarity with the residents 

of Sheikh Jarrah, but following the shooting of an Arab 

rioter by a Jewish man whose life was threatened by 

the mob, the situation intensified significantly. Vehicles, 

synagogues, an elementary school and numerous shops 

were set on fire, while a state of emergency was declared 

in the city, a curfew instated and the Israeli Border Police 

dispatched to restore order. Yigal Yeshoshua, a 56-year-old 

Israeli, died after being hit in the head with a brick when his 

vehicle was stoned by Arab rioters while travelling through 

Lod. Lod resident Rivi Abramovich 

told the Jerusalem Post: “My trust 

in my neighbors has been broken 

completely. I saw my neighbor join 

the riots. Until then I believed we 

could live here together well. They 

have destroyed everything, every-

thing good.”

Further north in the ancient 

Mediterranean port city of Akko, 

once described as a place where 

Jews and Arabs live side by side 

in relative peace, violence also 

erupted. Arab and Jewish youths 

attacked each other in the streets, 

throwing rocks and Molotov cock-

tails, while protesters ransacked a 

police station and set it and several 

vehicles on fire. More than a dozen 

Jewish-owned restaurants, art gal-

leries and other businesses in the 

historic Old City section of Akko 

were vandalized. Uri Buri, a world-

famous fish restaurant, and the adjacent hotel owned by 

Jewish restaurateur Uri Yirmias, both sustained fire dam-

age. Coincidentally, Yirmias has been a staunch advocate 

for the possibility of coexistence between Jews and Ar-

abs and is determined to rebuild his restaurant and hotel 

where these two groups work side by side on a daily basis. 

CAUSE AND EFFECT

While the aggression erupted during a time of am-

plified tension in the Israeli–Palestinian conflict, local 

residents in Akko and Lod have pointed toward reasons 

behind the flare-up in violence other than fundamentalist 

loyalty to the Palestinian cause. In Lod, an influx of Ethio-

pian and Eastern European immigrants, religious Jews who 

seek to establish a national Jewish presence in the neigh-

borhoods as well as Palestinians from Judea and Samaria 

who relocated there in collaboration with the Israeli security 

services have all threatened to disturb the delicate equi-

librium between the city’s residents. Whenever one group 

is perceived to be growing in influence and potentially 

threatens the existence of another, the pressure increases. 

Furthermore, in both Lod and Akko, reports were made of 

outside extremists—both Arab and Jewish—being trans-

ported into the hotspots, which exacerbated the violence.

In Akko, residents point to the growing drug problem, 

the high unemployment rate and an education system that 

fails to offer an opportunity to uplift the city’s poor. Judith 

Bar Or, manager of the Jewish National Fund tourist center 

in Akko’s Old City, told the Times of the Israel, “There are 

lots of criminals here. The root of the problem is criminal 

and that’s a greater influence than coexistence.” 

Perhaps giving credence to these assertions is the fact 

that Haifa, another mixed city just 15 miles [24 km.] south 

of Akko, experienced much less of a violent uprising, de-

spite having a much higher population of Arabs. Protests in 

the city were mostly nonviolent, and 

were in fact opposed to the inter-

ethnic violence seen in other cities. 

Haifa has less unemployment, the 

city invests more into the education 

system, has programs to employ 

Arab graduates and its neighbor-

hoods are more fully integrated, 

whereas in Akko, neighborhoods 

are clearly divided by ethnic lines. 

Regardless of the exact reason-

ing behind the events in May, the 

residents of these communities are 

now left shaken, carrying the scars 

of fear and distrust.

WHERE TO NOW?

Since the establishment of the 

State of Israel, Arabs that desire to 

live peaceably within the borders 

of the Jewish state have been ac-

cepted. The community of Abu Gosh 

comes to mind. Nestled in a valley just outside Jerusalem, 

not only is this community famous for its hummus, it is also 

an example of an Arab community that chose to remain neu-

tral in the Israeli War of Independence. The residents chose 

to live under Israeli sovereignty, have Israeli citizenship and 

welcome anyone—Jewish or otherwise—to support the 

local economy. Unfortunately, not many Arab-majority cit-

ies in Israel have the same story to tell, but rather seem to 

grapple with divided loyalties in times 

of increased tension in the Israeli– 

Palestinian conflict. But the com-

munity of Abu Gosh is an example of 

how the ideal relationship between 

Jews and Arabs could be, and this 

should give us hope for the future. 

Riots take over Lod
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A number of common threads run through the chron-

icles of the wars Israel fought in her infancy years. The first 

three decades of the newly reborn state’s existence alone 

saw her forced into three major wars—each fought from 

a desperate, back-against-the-wall, outmanned and out-

gunned, slim-chance-of-victory position. All three brought 

a ganged up, multiple-army enemy boasting superior man-

power and superior firepower baying to Israel’s borders. The 

ultimate objective of each was not military occupation, na-

tional identity or land, but rather total annihilation, to finish 

what the Nazis started. And in each, the tiny newborn nation 

managed to beat back the enemy—thanks in part to a secret 

weapon, a rare defense few others can lay claim to. 

Ninety-one-year-old Michael Netzer, a veteran of the 

1948 War of Independence, remembers the crucial role 

the secret weapon played in Israel’s unlikely victory during 

this—and subsequent—conflicts.

YOUNG AND UNTESTED
Netzer was 18 years old and fresh out of high school 

when the opening shots of the War of Independence were 

fired. The United Nations Partition Plan to divide the tiny 

strip of land between the Jordan River and the Mediterra-

nean Sea into two countries where Jews and Arabs could 

live side-by-side had already been suggested—only to 

be embraced by the Jews and shot down by the Arabs. 

Simmering tensions between Jews and Arabs had been 

erupting with alarming frequency. And with the Mandate 

drawing to a close and the British on their way out, history 

was swiftly coming to a crossroads.

The temporary Jewish government headed by David 

Ben-Gurion was faced with a hard choice. After nearly 

2,000 years, the termination of the British Mandate for Pal-

estine set for May 14, 1948, presented the best opportunity 

for the Jews to fulfill their longing—and God’s promise—for

Holocaust survivors 

arriving in Haifa, 1945
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Ilse Strauss, News Bureau Chief

a return to Zion. Yet declaring independence and the 

rebirth of a Jewish state spelled certain war with an un-

certain outcome. And with mere weeks to go before the 

British left, the tiny community of Jews were anything but 

ready for the fight.     

“Our situation was bad,” Netzer remembers. “We had 

nothing. No money. No supplies. No uniforms. No weapons.”

Training and experience also topped the list of things 

the Jews did not have and desperately needed. In the years 

and months leading up to the war, the British prevented the 

Jews from establishing defense organizations, conducting 

military training and arming themselves—while turning a 

blind eye to the Arab preparations for war.

The Haganah, the “illegally” established Jewish de-

fense organization, was forced to train in secret and 

undercover. Training, however, entailed practicing to 

“shoot” using sticks and learning how to assemble and 

disassemble the precious pistols and small guns the 

Jews did manage to obtain. “I could do that with my eyes 

closed,” Netzer said with a laugh. “But we never shot, be-

cause we had almost no bullets.”

Six weeks before the declaration of independence—

and the erupting war—an arms shipment from Czechoslo-

vakia docked in the Jaffa port. “Now everyone had their 

own weapon,” Netzer explains. “And we could each shoot 

five bullets to get used to handling it.”

Jews from around the world made a valiant effort to help 

the fighting force of the would-be nation find its feet. “South 

Africa sent us these cans of tinned cheese. That’s what we 

ate.” Australian Jewry sent secondhand Australian army uni-

forms in bulk. The British left behind a storeroom stacked 

with the shorts its police force wore. And so the army 

of Israel went to the battlefield fed on a ration of tinned 

cheese, dressed in mismatched surplus British police 

shorts and cast-off Australian army uniforms and having 

fired all of five bullets from secondhand guns Czechoslo-

vakia no longer wanted.

Israel’s enemies had no such problems. The five Arab 

armies came armed to the teeth, experienced, organized and 

equipped for war, boasting functioning air forces, tanks, ar-

tillery, battle strategies and seasoned commanders.    

“This will be a war of extermination and momentous 

massacre…” the Arab League Secretary-General crowed 

as the enemies of Israel amassed for what was supposed 

to be an easy victory.

THE SECRET WEAPON
Yet Israel triumphed. “We had no choice but to win,” 

Netzer holds. “And that is our secret weapon. Ain brera—

no choice. We knew that if we didn’t win, it would be the 

end for us. It would be a continuation of the Shoah [Holo-

caust]. We fought for our lives, our existence.”

“War is terrible and must be avoided at all costs,” he 

continues. “But when war is imposed on us, we must win 

at all costs. For Jewish people more than others.”

Netzer explains. During the First World War, Germany, 

the instigator, lost the war. However, the victors soon 

helped the Germans rebuild their country and restore nor-

mal life, economy and industry. The result was the Second 

World War. Yet once the war ended, the victors once again 

helped the Germans pick up the pieces. While this is usu-

ally the case after most wars are won and lost, “this will 

never be the case for us,” he points out. “If we lose, we are 

lost.” Not only in 1948, he adds, but in every other war too. 

“We can never lose. We win or we disappear.”

THE COMMON THREAD REMAINS
Much has changed since Israel’s infancy years. The new-

ly reborn nation that fought each of its first wars from a des-

perate, back-against-the-wall, outmanned and outgunned, 

slim-chance-of-victory position grew up, matured and be-

came a force to be reckoned with. Today, Israel boasts a 

flourishing economy, one of the strongest militaries in the 

Middle East, an astounding reputation as the “Start-up Na-

tion” and a sterling character of blessing the nations. Yet 

certain things have not changed. The same common thread 

that ran through the chronicles of the wars Israel fought in 

her infancy years still run through all the Jewish state’s con-

flicts today. And the tiny nation continues to beat back the 

enemy, thanks in part to a secret weapon.   

“We are still being threatened by enemies all around us. 

And our strategy is still ‘no choice,’” Netzer explains. “The 

reality of ain brera—no choice—is always there, it is always 

our truth. If we lose once, we are finished.” 

Israel does not go to war willingly. When Israel engages 

in conflict, it is always as a last resort, because there is no 

other alternative. Israel also does not 

fight for an ideology, religious convic-

tion, more land or superiority. The tiny 

nation’s battle is for survival, for its 

people, at the gates of their homes. 

Israel fights because it has no choice. 

And it wins for that same reason.

Practicing to “shoot” using sticks



Humanity should have learned its lesson—after the Crusades, the pogroms and most definitely 

after the Holocaust. Yet here we are: a so-called progressive society crediting itself with tolerance and 

respect for human rights, still battling the most ancient of hatreds—anti-Semitism—in modern times. 

Sadly, the hallmarks of 2021 include a shocking surge in anti-Semitism sweeping the nations. To a 

large extent, the uptick can be ascribed to libels, hype and propaganda surrounding the COVID-19 pan-

demic and Operation Guardian of the Walls, 11 days of nearly uninterrupted volleys of Hamas rockets 

raining down on Israeli civilians and the Israel Defense Forces’ retaliatory efforts to protect its people 

from the deadly attack. Yet these two factors were merely the catalyst, the stimulus that brought what 

simmered below to the surface. 

Yes, 2021 will be remembered for a bevy of anti-Semitic attacks and a slew of violent protests, but if 

history is a pretext for things to come, the ancient hatred may very well follow us into 2022 and beyond. 

And just like Mordechai exhorted his young niece Esther to speak out against the oppression of the 

Jewish people (Esther 4:14), now is not the time for Bible-believing Christians to be silent.       

An Ancient Hatred
 in Modern Times

NEVER AGAIN?

“Even 75 years after the end of World War II, it is a tragic 

reality that anti-Semitism is not a thing of the past. This venom 

still exists, right in the midst of our societies…This isn’t a fight 

between anti-Semites and Jews. This fight is between anti-

Semites and anyone who believes in the values of equality, 

justice and liberty.”

—Alexander Schallenberg, Austrian foreign minister

“Our country, and for that matter all of Europe and most 

Western democracies, seems to be facing a resurgence of 

anti-Semitism unseen since World War II.”

—Emmanuel Macron, French president

“Assault, harassment and vandalism against Jews re-

main at near-historic levels in the US.”

—Anti-Defamation League (ADL)

“As Jewish groups have been warning, anti-Semitism 

is on the rise again in Europe. In recent years, Jews in many 

European countries have reported an increase in hate 

incidents and say they feel increasingly unsafe. Synagogues 

have been attacked. Jewish cemeteries desecrated. Jewish 

children bullied in school for their faith.”

—Human Rights Watch

“We cannot remain silent in the wake of the recent anti-

Semitic attacks in cities and towns across the country. We 

know firsthand the danger of unchecked anti-Semitism. It 

is deeply painful for us to see our personal history—the sys-

tematic destruction of our families and communities and 

murder of six million Jewish men, women, and children—

exploited in this way.”

— 51 Holocaust survivors in an open letter to 

American leaders and citizens amid

 a spike in anti-Semitic incidents 

“It’s the oldest hatred, but its resurgence signals a wider 

disturbance in society’s soul…There’s something especially 

unsettling about the newest eruption of the oldest hatred.”

—Gerard Baker in “The Rise of Woke Anti-Semitism” 
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A bridge in Tennessee, USA
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An anti-Semitic social media post

An anti-Israel protest in Sydney, Australia

ANTI-SEMITISM AND THE ISRAEL–GAZA CONFLICT

“Every time the virus of anti-Semitism reenters our so-

ciety, it masks itself as social justice.”

—Robert Jenrick, British politician 

“During the violence between Israel and Hamas in Gaza…

and in the immediate aftermath, anti-Semitic incidents in the 

US more than doubled compared to the same time period 

last year. The ADL recorded 251 incidents…from May 11 to 

May 31—a 115% jump from the same period in 2020…”

—ABC News

“As the violence between Israel and Hamas continues to 

escalate, we are witnessing a dangerous and drastic surge 

in anti-Jewish hate…It’s happening around the world— from 

London to Los Angeles, from France to Florida, in big cities 

like New York and in small towns, and across every social 

media platform. To those who choose to indulge in age-old 

anti-Semitic tropes, exaggerated claims, and inflammatory 

rhetoric, it has consequences: attacks in real life on real peo-

ple targeted for no other reason than they are Jewish. This is 

anti-Semitism, plain and simple.”

—Jonathan Greenblatt, ADL CEO

“We fear that the way the conflict has been used to 

amplify anti-Semitic rhetoric, embolden dangerous actors 

and attack Jews and Jewish communities will have ramifi-

cations far beyond these past two weeks.”

—A letter of concern penned by the ADL, 

American Jewish Committee, Jewish

 Federation of North America, Orthodox 

Union and Hadassah to President Joe Biden

“The anti-Semitism we’re seeing across our country 

isn’t in isolation and isn’t just a few incidents. It’s part of 

a horrible and consistent pattern. History teaches us we 

ignore that pattern at our own peril.”

—Bill de Blasio, mayor of New York City

“We should not leave. But maybe for our children or 

grandchildren there will be no choice.”

—Alain Finkielkraut, French philosopher and son of 

Holocaust survivors, upon being asked whether Europe 

had once again become inhospitable for Jews

“It’s time to face the truth: There is no place for Jews 

in Europe, or at least no safe place for them, including in 

Germany.” Jews can either leave or “spend the rest of their 

lives in a gated community, being protected by the state.”

— Henryk Broder, German–Jewish journalist

ANTI-SEMITISM AND COVID-19

COVID-19 “had continued to contribute to anti-Semitic, 

racist, and xenophobic hate speech, conspiracies, and pub-

lic rhetoric.”

—Tendayi Achiume, UN Human Rights Council 

special rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism

“The rising rates of anti-Semitic sentiment are expect-

ed to lead to a significant increase in violence against Jews 

and Jewish sites in 2021. This is expected to challenge 

communities around the world, especially the American 

Jewish community….Throughout history, the Jewish peo-

ple have served as an easy scapegoat for the world’s ill-

nesses. Anti-Semitic sentiment has unfortunately been on 

display during the current pandemic.”

—Israel’s Diaspora Affairs Ministry annual report

“It is sad, but not surprising, that the COVID-19 pan-

demic has triggered yet another eruption of this poisonous 

ideology. We can never let down our guard…There is no 

vaccine for anti-Semitism and xenophobia. But our best 

weapon remains the truth.”

— António Guterres, UN secretary-general



For more details on tours, see contact information on page 2.

Administrative Assistant

This position requires someone skilled in administra-

tion and organization. Experience with Microsoft Office 

Suite will be helpful. (Long-term)

Food Bank Floor Workers

Be part of our team that packs food for deliveries. Po-

sition requires a strong back, as it involves semi-strenuous 

lifting (33 lb or 15 kg) and can include standing for long 

periods. (Short-term) 

Graphic Designer

Creative skills in graphic design and desktop publish-

ing with Adobe InDesign, Photoshop and WordPress ex-

perience preferred. Ability to maintain fast-paced deadline 

schedule to produce quality material. Position also includes 

administrative and logistical component. (Long-term)

Home Repair Team

Position requires the ability to do general repairs and 

maintenance in BFP facilities as well as home repairs in 

the Jewish community. We are looking for people with 

general handyman skills. (Long-term)

Journalist

Works in our news department, writing both hard 

and soft news stories for publication on our website as 

well as feature stories for the Dispatch from Jerusalem. 

English proficiency required. (Long-term) 

Proofreader

The position requires an excellent command of 

English grammar and an eye for detail as you cor-

rect typographical errors and edit documents. A solid 

knowledge of Microsoft Word, including track changes, 

is crucial. (Long-term)

Web Developer

Experienced WordPress web developer to provide 

front-end and back-end programming concepts and con-

cerns, including both security and structure. (Long-term)

With Us The pandemic has left us short-staffed and in need of both long- 

and short-term volunteers to fill the gap. Join our team of volunteers 

in Israel to make a difference in the lives of the Israeli people. Please 

note that ever-changing travel restrictions require flexibility. 
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Canada
FROM DARKNESS TO LIGHT: EUROPE & ISRAEL TOUR

Fall 2022 (dates to be determined)
Hosted by: BFP Leadership Team

A tour to Europe and Israel. Come face-to-face with the 

Holocaust, visiting the Anne Frank House, Corrie ten Boom 

Museum, Auschwitz concentration camp and more. Then 

fly to Israel, where we will learn about the struggle for the 

Jewish state against all odds and see how our covenant-

keeping God has restored His Land and people of Israel. 

Tour includes the Netherlands, Germany, Poland and Israel.

*Option to extend Israel component.

United States
ISRAEL STUDY TOUR  

Date: 2022
Hosted by: Bobby Peck
Come experience the miracle of ancient and modern Israel 
by visiting the Land, experiencing the culture and meeting 
the people. 

EXPERIENCE ISRAEL DISCIPLESHIP TOUR

January 29–February 9, 2023
Hosted by: Rev. Don & Victoria James
Join us as we travel through Israel and experience first-
hand the wonder and beauty of the Land of the Bible. 
*Special rates for pastors and their spouses. 
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The majority of holidays in Israel are synonymous with 

feasting on specific festive foods and traditional dishes. Ha-

nukkah is no different. During the eight-day Festival of Light 

(celebrated this year from November 28 to December 6),

Israel indulges in deep-fried delicacies. This is to com-

memorate the one portion of consecrated oil lasting 

eight days during the rededication of the Temple following 

the Maccabees’ against-all-odds victory over the mighty 

Seleucid Empire during the second century BC, taking 

back Jerusalem and regaining their freedom of worship. 

Latkes are a firm family favorite on every Hanukkah

menu. Meaning “a little oily thing” in Yiddish, these crisp po-

tato fritters fried to golden perfection make for a hearty side 

to any meat dish or can be enjoyed on their own as a snack. 

Add a dollop of sour cream and a spoonful of applesauce to 

pair creamy sweetness with the crunch of deep-fried pota-

toes and onions for a truly special holiday treat.

INGREDIENTS

3 to 4 medium potatoes, shredded (a food processor 

with a shredder attachment works best)

1 small onion, shredded

1 egg, beaten

1 tsp. salt

1/2 tsp. pepper

2 Tbsp. flour

1/4 cup oil

DIRECTIONS

1. Place shredded potatoes and onion in a tea towel 

or cheese cloth. Squeeze out as much liquid as 

possible.  

2. Place potatoes and onion in a bowl and add the 

egg, salt, pepper and flour. Stir well.

3. Heat oil in a large skillet over medium high heat until 

shimmering but not smoking. Take two tablespoons 

of the potato mixture and form into a ball. Flatten 

the ball and carefully place in the hot oil. Repeat un-

til pan is full but not overcrowded. (You can use two 

pans to speed up the process, adding another 1/4 

cup of oil to the second skillet as well.)

4. Cook latkes for 3 to 4 minutes per side or until 

nicely browned. Flip using a fork or slotted spatula. 

Remove from pan and place on paper towel. Re-

peat process, adding a little more oil if necessary 

until all latkes are done.

5. Serve with sour cream and applesauce.

Serves 4

Hanukkah
Latkes
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In its annual World’s Best Specialized Hospitals list, the US maga-

zine Newsweek names three Israeli medical centers.

The magazine ranks the top 250 hospitals for cardiology and 

oncology, the top 150 for cardiac surgery and pediatrics, and the 

top 125 for endocrinology, gastroenterology, orthopedics, neurol-

ogy, neurosurgery and pulmonology.

According to this year’s rankings, Israel’s Sheba Medical Cen-

ter at Tel Hashomer is number 42 in the world when it comes to 

cardiology care. The Heart Institute at Hadassah Ein Karem Medi-

cal Center was ranked number 173 for cardiology, and cardiology 

care at the Tel Aviv Sourasky Medical Center ranked number 204.

Hadassah’s oncology care also came in for praise, with the 

hospital’s Sharett Institute of Oncology, located on Mount Sco-

pus, ranking 211th in the oncology section.

Sheba’s neurosurgery and gastroenterology departments also 

performed well, coming in at number 40 and number 44 in each 

category respectively.

Sourasky’s Orthopedics Department was ranked number 123 

in that category.

Maytal Yasur Beit-Or, 

Israel Hayom via Jewish News Syndicate

Never Again
Nearly Fifty Countries Pledge against Anti-Semitism

“We restate our commitment to combatting anti-Semitism 

and all forms of racism, prejudice and discrimination any-

where, at any time,” he concluded.

The declaration was made on behalf of at least 43 

other countries.

The UNHRC issued a statement on the session in re-

sponse to the “recent global resurgence in anti-Semitism 

and anti-Semitic violence,” particularly as a result of 

COVID-19 and the anti-Semitic conspiracy theories 

sparked by the pandemic. 

“The COVID-19 pandemic has overshadowed many 

crises and has diverted our attention from critical devel-

opments such as rising anti-Semitism, intolerance and 

hatred,” Schallenberg said in his video statement. 

“This isn’t a fight between anti-Semites and Jews,” he 

added. “This fight is between anti-Semites and anyone 

who believes in the values of equality, justice and liberty.”

Kate Norman, Bridges for Peace 

Nearly 50 countries pledged to combat anti-Semitism 

within their borders in a joint statement at the 48th United 

Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) meeting. 

The declaration was headed by Austria, Slovakia and 

the Czech Republic—heads of the Slavkov Format, a 

group which sees the three nations cooperate on certain 

issues—as well as the World Jewish Congress. 

“We will remain steadfast in our pledge: Never again!” 

Austrian Foreign Minister Alexander Schallenberg vowed 

in a video statement on anti-Semitism. 

“Even 75 years after the end of World War II, it is a trag-

ic reality that anti-Semitism is not a thing of the past,” the 

foreign minister continued. “This venom still exists, right 

in the midst of our societies. This is why today we declare 

our unequivocal solidarity in the face of hatred.”

The “Never Again” memorial at the 

Treblinka extermination camp
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It was billed as the first Iranian delegation to Israel since 

the fall of the shah [Persian title; king or emperor] 42 years 

earlier. Six Iranian Muslim dissidents, forced to leave their 

homeland decades ago and made their way to the United 

States, came on a three-day solidarity mission to show 

support for the Jewish state.

The mission was organized by the Institute for Voic-

es of Liberty (IVOL), a US-based nonprofit that seeks to 

“counter the false narratives propagated by the Islamic 

Republic and its apologists” and to act as a voice for the 

“freedom-seeking people of Iran.”

The group’s whirlwind tour of Israel included stops at 

the northern border with Lebanon and Syria, and at the 

southern border with the Gaza Strip. They also met with 

officials at Israel’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

The ministry tweeted on Sunday: “It was an honor to 

meet these brave individuals.”

Israel and Iran enjoyed close relations for 30 years un-

der the Pahlavi regime until Iran’s shah, Mohammad Reza 

Pahlavi, was forced into exile, making way for the rise of 

Bridges for Peace International President and CEO Rebecca J. Brimmer was 

honored by the Israel Allies Foundation (IAF), named as one of the top 50 Chris-

tian allies of Israel.

For the second year, the IAF has published a list recognizing public Christian 

figures from around the world who have taken a stand in support of the Jewish 

people and the State of Israel.

The 2021 list is a veritable “Who’s Who” of prominent names, such as former 

US Vice President Mike Pence and former UN Ambassador Nikki Haley, as well 

as others less well known. It is also a diverse list with the names of pastors, poli-

ticians, leaders of Christian organizations, businessmen and even an American 

sports figure, along with several from the entertainment field.

Brimmer, the head of Bridges for Peace, an international organization head-

quartered in Jerusalem, was included in the IAF’s “Top 50 Christian Allies” for the 

second year in a row. A resident of Israel for more than 30 years, Brimmer joined 

Bridges for Peace in 1993 and has since used her strong leadership and man-

agement skills to elevate Bridges for Peace to its current position of prominence 

as a strong and committed friend to Israel and the Jewish people.

When asked why she feels so strongly, Brimmer replied, “As a Bible-believing 

Christian, I love and support Israel because I love and support the God of Israel.”

IAF director Josh Reinstein told the Jewish News Syndicate, “It is only due to 

Christian political support for Israel, which we refer to as faith-based diplomacy, 

that Israel enjoys such steady support…It is Christians, not countries, that we 

can count on to always stand with Israel.”

Janet Aslin, Bridges for Peace

Bridges for Peace CEO Listed among Top 50 
Christian Allies 

of Israel

Iranian Dissident
Delegation Visits Israel 
in Historic First

the Islamic Republic of Iran, whose hostility to Israel is a 

centerpiece of its ideology.

Members of the delegation would like to see ties re-

stored and spoke of an alliance going back millennia to 

Cyrus the Great (circa 590–530 [BC]), who allowed Jews 

exiled by the Babylonians to return to the Land of Israel. 

Delegation members talked of advancing a “Cyrus Ac-

cords,” a renewed friendship between the Iranian and 

Israeli peoples along the lines of the Abraham Accords, 

recently signed between Israel and four Muslim states.

David Isaac, Jewish News Syndicate

Members of an Iranian delegation to 

Israel (from left) Ahmad Batebi, Ellie 

Cohanim, Amir Hamidi and Foad Pashai
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for Peace
Bridges

HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS: Bring joy into the lives of people who have suffered so 

much. Partner with us to deliver food and supplies to Holocaust survivors to ensure 

their basic needs are met. More than providing food, we bring joy and companion-

ship to these precious people, even including special birthday baskets as an extra treat 

for their special day. 

WIDOWS AND ORPHANS: God is described as a champion of the “fatherless and the widow” in 

Deuteronomy 10:18, and He invites us in Isaiah 1:17 to partner with Him to “defend the father-

less” and “plead for the widow.” We help care for these people who are often unable to care for 

themselves. Help us provide food parcels to help make ends meet and put food on empty tables. 

FOOD: You can help feed over 22,000 needy Israelis in 40 communities every month by supporting our 

food banks in Jerusalem and Karmiel.

ADOPTION: Sponsor an Israeli individual or family for one year and become personally connected by 

exchanging letters. Your gift will provide food, bus tickets, financial assistance for special needs and 

badly needed encouragement.

FEED A CHILD: Change the future for an impoverished Israeli child by providing hot lunches at school, 

birthday and holiday gifts, school books, a backpack filled with supplies and funds for special needs 

(sponsorship program). One-time gifts allow us to enhance the schools with computer labs, modern 

playgrounds, improved facilities and more.

ADOPT AN ISRAELI TOWN: Show compassion to needy families by supporting one of 20 Israeli towns that 

are experiencing severe economic hardship. We work with community officials across Israel to ensure 

that those in need are fed.

PROJECT RESCUE: We help the Jewish people of the Diaspora return to Israel. Your financial assistance 

helps pay for passports, visas, ground transportation, lodging and more. Thus far we have helped 

rescue over 83,000 people. 

PROJECT TIKVAH (HOPE): Support the elderly and sick who cannot immigrate to Israel. Your gifts 

fund soup kitchens that provide hot, nutritious meals; heaters for the winter season for those 

living in unheated quarters; emergency medical assistance and more. 

IMMIGRANT WELCOME GIFTS: Welcome new immigrants to Israel with a large gift package 

that includes a kitchen set of pans and utensils, blankets, school kits for children and a 

1-volume Hebrew–Russian or 2-volume Hebrew–Spanish edition of the Hebrew Scriptures. 

CRISIS ASSISTANCE FUND: Your gifts enable us to respond quickly to crisis situations. These 

may include critical needs, such as bomb shelters, ambulances or help for emergency 

situations, such as terror-motivated arson attacks and more. 

HOME REPAIR: Teams of skilled construction workers renovate homes of the poor and 

elderly in dire conditions, fixing leaky plumbing, replacing broken windows, paint-

ing, plastering, rewiring and installing cabinets. 

VICTIMS OF TERROR: We deliver special cheer baskets to anyone touched by 

terrorism. Special needs, such as wheelchairs, food vouchers and financial 

assistance for medical bills are provided for those in long-term rehabilitation. 

DENTAL/MEDICAL AID: Bring back smiles to the faces of the poor. Israeli 

health insurance does not cover dental care or special medical needs. 

This fund helps the needy cover those expenses.



December 2021  • 33

DONATE

Pray for the peace 
of Jerusalem:

“May they prosper 
who love you.

Peace be within 
your walls,

Prosperity within 
your palaces.”

Psalm 122:6
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ISRAEL & THE CHURCH:
GOD’S ROAD MAP
Rebecca J. Brimmer & BFP Leaders
The revised edition introduces the He-
braic roots of Christianity and tells the 
story of God’s covenant relationship 
with Israel. Includes study questions. 
Excellent for small group or personal 
study. Also on Kindle in Eng. or Spa.

ISRAEL TOUR JOURNAL
BFP & MIUD Leadership
Each beautifully designed page 
describes an important biblical site; 
offers spiritual application, modern 
life lessons and Scripture verses; and 
provides a place to chronicle thoughts 
and reactions, creating memories that 
will last forever.

LOVING GOD: THE ANSWER 
FOR A TROUBLED WORLD
Rebecca J. Brimmer
Jesus taught that the greatest 
commandment was to love God with 
all our heart, mind, soul and strength. 
Knowing and loving God enables us 
to love others, the second greatest 
commandment. This book explores how 
Jesus’ truth provides the answers our 
troubled world needs.

SINAI SPEAKS
Dr. Jim Solberg
Rediscover the Torah (Gen.–Deut.) 
and its relevant messages for today 
through this amazing devotional. Enter 
a new realm of Bible study as ancient 
stories with modern applications bring 
you closer to the God of Israel. 
Also on Kindle

HEBRAIC ROOTS:
THE BIBLE IN CONTEXT
Rebecca J. Brimmer
Our understanding of the Scriptures 
is shaped by our thinking and culture, 
which is quite different from the 
Hebraic background. Concepts that are 
sometimes complex and foreign to our 
Western worldview are explained from 
a Hebraic perspective. Also on Kindle

JOSEPH & MARY: A MODEL 
FOR TODAY’S FAMILY
Cheryl Hauer
A fresh look at the lives of 
Mary and Joseph, gleaned from what 
history tells us of first-century family 
life—a desperately needed model for 
families today. Also on Kindle

HEBREW TREASURES 
R. Brimmer, C. Hauer, T. Riddering & C. Sprinkle
The 20 word studies found in this hard-
cover gift book are a good beginning 
to understanding the richness of the 
Hebrew language. Well-known scriptural 
texts will come to life in a refreshing new 
light. Also on Kindle

A GENTILE WITH THE
HEART OF A JEW
Calvin B. Hanson
The life of Dr. G. Douglas Young, 
founder of Bridges for Peace, will 
inspire you to stand with Israel. His 
messages are timeless, his passion 
contagious. Also on Kindle

FORGOTTEN PATRIOT
THE STORY OF HAYM SALOMON
David Allen Lewis
Perhaps no one did as much to help 
establish the United States as Haym 
Salomon—a forgotten hero who gave 
everything for the cause of freedom.
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SCRIBES & SCHOLARS
A CHILDREN’S INTRODUCTION TO THE LANGUAGE OF THE BIBLE
Cheryl Hauer 
Learn about the Hebrew language: write it, speak it, mix your own ink 
and make a biblical scroll. Includes fun activities and 40 Hebrew flash 
cards. (Ages 11–14)

11
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14 1513

11

Children’s Books

12 ISRAEL: THE LAND AND THE 
PEOPLE
Cheryl Hauer 
Through puzzles, games, crafts and 
other activities, children will learn 
about Israel’s land, people, food and 
language…and have fun doing it! 
(Ages 7–12) 32 pages

CELEBRATE WITH ISRAEL 
HOLIDAY COLORING BOOK
Children will experience the joy and 
excitement of Israel’s festival cycle 
through our holiday coloring book, a 
great introduction to life in Israel. 

14
TRIBES OF ISRAEL 
Cheryl Hauer 
Well-known Bible stories come alive 
as your children read about the tribal 
lifestyle of the patriarchs. The book 
includes activities that will enrich their 
understanding. (Ages 11–14) 

15

THE BLESSING
Carolin Sadler
Join a Jewish family as they joyfully 
share their Shabbat (Sabbath) traditions. 
The fourth commandment will become 
personal as your family learns to experi-
ence God’s rest. (Ages 7–12) 

13

REPENT THE DAY 
BEFORE YOU DIE
A 40-DAY DEVOTIONAL JOURNEY
Rebecca J. Brimmer & Cheryl Hauer
• Suggested homework activities to 

enhance the journey 
• Daily Scripture readings and accompa-

nying prayer points 
• Spiral bound journal

2
1 3
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ORDER ONLINE
visit bridgesforpeace.com

NOW IN SPANISH,
both on Kindle

and hard copy
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Come to Israel and volunteer with us! 

Join our team of international volunteers in the Holy 
Land to bless the Israeli people in practical ways.
We are passionate about building relationships be-
tween Christians and Jews in Israel and around the 
world. Be part of what God is doing in this Land. 
Don’t just read about biblical prophecy—help bring 
it to life! We are in need of both long-and short-term 
staff in various positions.
See page 28 for more information.
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Winter is a particularly 
tough time for our 

Holocaust survivors. 

Your donation will help pay utility bills and purchase blankets to fend off the cold.

For more information on how to help, go to bridgesforpeace.com/wintergiving

Will you help us brighten their

 winter with light, warmth and love?


