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Temple Mount: The Status Quo

The Temple Mount is the holiest 

site in all of Judaism—so why 

would the Jewish state restrict 

access to Jewish visitors, and 

what does it have to do with 

Palestinian violence? What is 

the “status quo”? 

By Joshua Spurlock

Israel’s Lifesaving Fences

Increasing numbers of fences and 

border walls are being built around 

the globe to ensure impenetrabil-

ity. Israel has established herself 

as the builder and purveyor of 

the most cutting-edge, high-tech 

fences in the world. 

By Cheryl Hauer

Meet the President

Isaac Herzog was elected Israel’s 

11th president in with a record-

breaking majority vote. Following 

the footsteps of the forebears of 

the Herzog dynasty, Isaac Herzog 

is destined to faithfully serve the 

people and State of Israel.

By Nathan Williams
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Har Herzl: Mt. of Remembrance

Situated next to the Jerusalem 

Forest stands a hill—Mount Herzl, 

the site of Israel’s national cem-

etery. It is a peaceful oasis within 

a vibrant and bustling city; a place 

to come and reflect on Israel’s 

journey since 1948.

By Janet Aslin

Israel Builds Hope Amid Chaos

Despite facing COVID challenges 

and dealing with hostile countries, 

Israelis continue to ardently pursue 

innovation designed to make the 

world a better place, and in doing 

so, have built a thriving state that 

resounds with purpose.

By Kathy DeGagne

A Year after the Accords 

The  Abraham Accords has yielded 

a new era of peace between the 

sons of Abraham. This year has truly 

marked a new chapter of friendship 

and cooperation, of joining arm- 

in-arm for the betterment of both na-

tions and the region as a whole.

By  Kate Norman

24

Evangelicals and Israel

In recent decades, as many 

as 85% of evangelicals have 

thrown their financial support 

and political clout behind Israel. 

But concern is mounting that 

biblically based love for Israel is 

not being handed down to the 

next generation.

By Cheryl Hauer
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There are times when everything seems to break 

down at once. That is how it seems in Israel as we re-

ceive multiple requests for help from one end of the 

country to the other. The 18+ months of pandemic have 

stretched the finances of many towns, institutions and 

families to a breaking point. I am convinced that God 

has a heart to help each of them and that Bridges for 

Peace is acting as His hands and feet, reaching out 

with love to encourage and meet practical needs. Let 

me share some of those needs.

APPLIANCES

Did you ever have your washing machine and refrig-

erator die in the same week? It undoubtedly stretched 

your budget. What do you do when your budget 

doesn’t even allow you to buy enough food for your 

family? This is the situation of several needy families in 

Or Yehuda. They reached out to their mayor, who con-

tacted us. Yes, we bought appliances this month for all 

of them. To help meet desperate needs, please donate 

to our Crisis Assistance Fund. 

BNEI MENASHE

The spread of the pandemic in India has placed 

the remaining members of the Bnei Menashe (Sons 

of Manasseh—one of the 12 tribes) community at in-

creased risk. Many have lost their jobs, and hunger is 

a new problem. The next group is scheduled to arrive 

in Israel in October. Between now and then, they need 

food. We are partnering with Rabbi Michael Freund 

and Shavei Israel (Return Israel) to bring them home, 
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welcome them and provide 100-pound (45-kg) bags of 

rice to those who are waiting to come. Since only 250 

come at a time, many families will need food assistance 

for the foreseeable future. Donate to our New Immigrant 

Fund to help these families.

BOMB SHELTERS

In the aftermath of the recent conflict in which Gaza 

fired over 4,000 rockets toward Israel, two towns have 

come to us asking for help to build bomb shelters. In 

fact, many communities are underprepared and need 

assistance. To provide protection for Israeli families, do-

nate to our Crisis Assistance Fund. 

RELIEF FROM THE SUMMER HEAT

This summer was very hot. We received a call for as-

sistance from the town of Beit Shean—home to amazing 

ancient ruins and also one of the hottest towns in Israel. 

Their request? Fans for needy immigrants, including 

many of the Bnei Menashe. I am happy to tell you that 

Bridges for Peace delivered 200 fans. To provide relief 

from the scorching summer heat, please donate to our 

Immigrant Welcome Gifts fund.

ROSH HASHANAH (JEWISH NEW YEAR)

The fall holiday season was in September. For many 

years we have tried to give extra during this time, as 

we know the costs of entertaining and buying specialty 

foods are high. Our team worked hard to prepare special 

holiday food packages for thousands of needy Israelis, 

including Holocaust survivors, children, widows and 

new immigrants. This was in addition to the regular food 

supplies given to over 22,000 each month. To help put 

food on the table, please give to our Food Project.

BRIDGES FOR PEACE 
ANSWERS THEIR CALLS

Even people who regularly receive aid from us are let-

ting us know how much they appreciate our help and are 

asking if there is any way we can do more. We are mak-

ing new friends as well. We have added four towns to our 

Adopt an Israeli Town program. Now we are finding out 

about their special needs and requests. To help meet these 

needs, please donate to the Adopt an Israeli Town program.

In each instance we have been here to receive the 

calls and to show God’s love through meeting these very 

practical needs. It was only possible because of your gen-

erous support. Every day we get more calls. With God’s 

provision, we will continue to bless Israel practically from 

Dan to Beersheva (far north to far south). Your gift to these 

projects is an investment into the Kingdom of God and His 

purposes for Israel. Choose your favorite project or give 

to our Israel Greatest Need fund. Please know that we 

continue to pray for you, that God will bless your health 

and your finances.  

“And let our people also learn to maintain good 

works, to meet urgent needs, that they may not be un-

fruitful” (Titus 3:14).

Blessings from Israel,

Rebecca J. Brimmer

International President and CEO
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President Ebrahim Raisi

A ship in the Gulf of Oman

President Ebrahim Raisi
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A ‘Metaphor’ for Iran’s Regional Escalation

Iran’s new president, Ebrahim Raisi, is 

already making his mark. In early August a 

number of ships in the Gulf of Oman were the 

victims of a cyberattack in what appears to 

be Iran’s effort to flex its muscles and show 

the Middle East who’s boss. Together, Raisi 

and Ayatollah Ali Khamenei seek to take 

Iran’s threats to a new level and turn their 

country into a regional superpower.

Uzi Rabi, director of the Moshe Dayan Cen-

ter for Middle Eastern and African Studies 

at Tel Aviv University, told JNS that Raisi’s 

new role as president and the recent 

Iranian attacks point to “a new reading 

of the geopolitical chessboard by Iran.”

Rabi noted that with 

the United States bowing 

out of the Mideast, Teh-

ran sees the region as a 

“comfortable arena” 

in which it can “play 

a hegemonic role.”

“Israel is being put 

to the test,” he said, 

noting he believes that 

Jerusalem has “gotten 

the message.”

The incoming 

president stands 

accused by many 

Iranians and 

human-rights activists over his alleged role 

in the mass executions of political prison-

ers in the 1980s.

According to Rabi, millions of people in 

Iran “hate” the ruling regime. To them, Raisi’s 

presidency is a major setback in terms of do-

mestic reform or progress. “This is the loss of 

hope,” he said.

During a visit to the Israel Defense Forces 

[IDF] Northern Command headquarters in 

August, Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett 

expressed his disappointment in the Euro-

pean Union for sending a representative to 

Raisi’s inauguration.

According to Behnam Ben Taleblu, a se-

nior fellow at the Foundation for Defense of 

Democracies, Iran’s latest drone attack at 

sea is part of the “larger shadow war” be-

tween Iran and Israel.

“Currently, there are three domains for 

this shadow war: land, sea and cyber. What is 

changing are the targets and weapons used 

in these domains.”

Ben Taleblu slammed the effort to ap-

pease Iran and return to the Iran nuclear deal 

amid mounting evidence of Iran’s obvious 

efforts to destabilize the Middle East.

With regard to Raisi, Ben Taleblu said 

his presidency “is a metaphor for Iran’s 

growing comfortability with escalation, be 

it at home against US partners like Israel or 

at home against the Iranian people.”

Excerpt from an article by 

Israel Kasnett, JNS



1. Palestinian terrorists who 

have been imprisoned by Israel are 

paid a monthly salary by the PA. 

Based on various factors like length 

of time served, the salary ranges from 

1,400 shekels (US $432)/month to 

12,000 shekels ([US] $3,707)/month. 

Released terrorists who spent up to 

five years in prison receive unem-

ployment benefits for a period of time 

equal to the length of their sentenc-

es. Released terrorists who spent 

5–10 years in prison are entitled to 

a position in the PA or a fixed salary. 

Released terrorists who spent over 

10 years in prison are guaranteed a  

high-paying PA position. Both impris-

oned terrorists and released terrorists 

are entitled to additional financial re-

wards, simply as a function of their 

involvement in terror and their incar-

ceration. As Palestinian Media Watch 

has conclusively shown, these pay-

ments are not welfare payments. 

The PA payments to the terrorist 

prisoners and released prisoners are 

codified in the 2004 PA Law of Pris-

oners and Released Prisoners.

2. Alongside the payments to 

the terrorist prisoners and released  

prisoners, the PA also pays monthly 

allowances to wounded terrorists and 

the families of dead terrorists. The pay-

ments to the families of the dead terror-

ists are paid at a set monthly rate, with 

additions in certain circumstances.

The payments to the wounded 

terrorists are calculated based on 

the degree of the injury as a percent-

age of the sum paid to the family of 

a dead terrorist—i.e. a wounded ter-

rorist whose injury results in a 50% 

disability will receive 700 shekels 

([US] $216)/month.

Palestinian Authority and Abbas Vow 
 to Continue Rewarding Terrorists with Generous Salaries

One of the major obstacles impeding US aid to the Pales-

tinians is the PA’s terror-rewarding “Pay-for-Slay” policy. While 

the PA [Palestinian Authority] seems to be trying to convince the 

Biden administration that it has reformed, or even abandoned its 

pugnacious terror reward program, at home, in Arabic, PA TV is 

clarifying the message of [PA President Mahmoud] Abbas to the 

Palestinian people: “Pay-for-Slay” will continue.

Since the beginning of June, PA TV has repeatedly—no less 

than 18 times—broadcast Abbas’s speech in which he promises 

that even if the PA is left with only “one penny” in its coffers, he 

will pay that penny to the families of the dead terrorists, the ter-

rorist prisoners and the wounded terrorists.

Since its creation, the PA has been paying substantial finan-

cial rewards to terrorists. This policy, collectively known as the 

PA’s “Pay-for-Slay” policy, has two main parts: 

1) Payment of financial rewards to terrorist prisoners and 

released prisoners 

2) Payment of financial rewards to wounded terrorists and 

the families of dead terrorists (so-called “martyrs”)

Abbas’s words are not just bravado or empty rhetoric. In 2020, as COVID-19 ravaged 

the globe, the PA had to make a serious decision: continue paying rewards to terrorists 

or purchase critical life-saving medical equipment and vaccines. Spending a cumulative 

sum of no less than 750 million shekels [US $229.4 million], the PA chose rewarding 

terrorists over saving the lives of the simple law-abiding Palestinians.

The US Taylor Force Act (TFA) conditions the bulk of US aid to the Palestinians 

on the PA abolishing its “Pay-for-Slay” policy and revoking all the laws associated 

with the phenomena. PMW urges President Biden and Secretary [of State Antony] 

Blinken not to allow themselves to be hoodwinked into misleading Congress and 

renewing the US aid to the PA before the PA complies fully with TFA and other 

conditions for aid stipulated in US law.

Excerpt from an article by Maurice Hirsch, Adv.,  

Palestinian Media Watch



Second Temple Period 
Jerusalem Building Discovered
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THE WESTERN WALL HERITAGE FOUNDATION and the 

Israel Antiquities Authority [IAA] are opening to the public 

impressive new sections of one of the most magnificent 

public buildings uncovered from the Second Temple 

period. The discovery—the fruit of archaeological ex-

cavations in the Western Wall Tunnels—will be part of 

the new route opened to visitors.

Part of the structure, west of Wilson’s Arch and 

the Temple Mount, was discovered and documented  

by Charles Warren in the nineteenth century, followed by 

various archaeologists in the twentieth century. Now that 

its excavation is complete, we know that it contained two 

identical magnificent chambers with an elaborate foun-

tain between them. The walls of the halls and the fountain 

were decorated with a sculpted cornice bearing pilasters 

(flat supporting pillars) topped with Corinthian capitals. 

The decorative style of the building is typical of opulent 

Second Temple-period architecture.

According to Dr. Shlomit Weksler-Bdolach, excava-

tion director on behalf of the IAA: 

“This is without doubt one of the most mag-

nificent public buildings from the Second Temple 

period that has ever been uncovered outside the 

Temple Mount walls in Jerusalem. It was built in 

around [AD] 20–30. The building, which apparent-

ly stood along a street leading up to the Temple 

Mount, was used for public functions—it may even 

have been the city council building where impor-

tant dignitaries were received before entering the 

Temple compound and the Temple Mount.”

Shachar Puni, architect for the IAA’s conservation 

department, explains: 

“The new route provides a better understand-

ing of the complex and important site known as 

the Western Wall Tunnels, while emphasizing the  

extent of this magnificent building. It creates a new  

visitors’ route that passes through the building 

and leads to the spacious compound at the foot 

of Wilson’s Arch (one of the bridges leading to the 

Temple Mount)…By making the route accessible 

and opening it to the public, visitors are introduced 

to one of the most fascinating and impressive sites 

in the Old City of Jerusalem.”

Excerpt from a press release by the IAA
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A RARE 3,100-YEAR-OLD INSCRIPTION was discov-

ered during excavations in southern Israel, the Israel Antiq-

uities Authority [IAA] announced.

The partial inscription, written in ink on a small pottery 

jug, was recovered in the Shahariya forest near Kiryat Gat.

The vessel, which can hold approximately one liter

(a quart), may have contained oil, perfume or medi-

cine, the IAA said, and the deciphered letters—spelling

“Jerubbaal” in alphabetic script dating from around

1,100 [BC]—likely pointed to the name of the owner.

“The name Jerubbaal is familiar from biblical tradition 

in the book of Judges as an alternative name for the 

judge Gideon ben Yoash,” explained archaeologists 

Yossef Garfinkel and Sa’ar Ganor, two of four direc-

tors of the excavations.

“Gideon is first mentioned as combat-

ting idolatry by breaking the altar to Baal and

cutting down the Asherah pole. In biblical tradition, he is 

then remembered as triumphing over the Midianites, who 

‘Book of Judges’  era Inscription Found in Southern Israel
used to cross over the Jordan to plunder agricultural crops. 

According to the Bible, Gideon organized a small army of 300 

soldiers and attacked the Midianites by night near Ma’ayan 

Harod,” they said, adding that the geographical distance be-

tween the above story and where the inscription was found 

could mean that it was referring to a different “Jerubbaal.”

Still, the archaeologists said that the “possibility cannot 

be ruled out that the jug belonged to the judge Gideon.

“In any event, the name ‘Jerubbaal’ was evidently in 

common usage at the time of the biblical judges,” they said.

Excerpt from an article by JNS

r.

tion

e 

s 

-

t

he possibility cannot

jug belonged to the judge Gideon.

In any event, the name ‘Jerubbaal’ was evidently in 

common usage at the time of the biblical judges,” they said.

 

t-

and

e is 

who

Excerpt from an article by JNS

Ancient Defense Wall 
Unearthed in Old City

prove that the remains were all parts of the wall that once 

defended ancient Jerusalem.

Reconstruction of the sections unearthed in early 20th-

century excavations has allowed researchers to trace nearly 

30 meters (98 feet) of the surviving wall to a height of 2.5 me-

ters (eight feet) and a width of up to five meters (16.4 feet).

In 2 Kings 25:10, the Bible describes the Babylonian 

conquest of the city thus: “The whole Babylonian army 

under the commander of the imperial guard broke down 

the walls around Jerusalem” [NIV].

But it appears that the eastern part of the wall withstood 

the Babylonian attack, possibly due to the precipitous nature 

of the eastern slope of the City of David, which slopes to-

wards the Kidron Valley at an angle of more than 30 degrees.

Excerpt from an article by Israel Hayom via JNS

ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATIONS at the City of David 

National Park in the Old City of Jerusalem have unearthed 

the remains of an Iron Age city wall, constructed in the 

First Temple era, which was designed to protect Jerusalem 

against attacks from the east, the Israel Antiquities Author-

ity [IAA] reported.

The IAA is conducting the dig in collaboration with the City 

of David Foundation, as part of the park development process.

According to excavation directors on behalf of the IAA, 

the unearthed city wall protected Jerusalem from “a number 

of attacks during the reign of the kings of Judah, until the 

arrival of the Babylonians, who managed to break through it 

and conquer the city.”

“The remains of the ruins can be seen in the archaeolog-

ical excavations. However, not everything was destroyed, 

and parts of the walls, which stood and protected the city 

for decades and more, remain standing to this day,” the 

archaeologists said.

The newly excavated section of the wall connects two 

previously excavated segments on the eastern slope. In the 

1960s, British archaeologist Kathleen Kenyon uncovered 

a section of the wall at the northern part of the slope and 

dated it to the days of the Kingdom of Judah.

About a decade later, archaeologist Yigal Shiloh dug 

out a long section of the wall in excavations at the southern 

part of the slope. Over the years, doubts have been raised 

about whether these stone edifices were remains of the First 

Temple-era city wall. However, the new section appears to 
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The Temple Mount—where Solomon first built a “house” 

for worshiping the God of the Bible, where Jesus (Yeshua) 

walked, where the biblical book of Isaiah says there will be 

a house of prayer for all nations—is the holiest site in all of  

Judaism. Yet access to the Temple Mount today is restrict-

ed for Jews, and it’s not the Arabs who enforce those limits 

contained within the so-called “status quo.” It’s Israel—and 

it is Israel who agreed to the terms shortly after retaking the 

holy site in 1967. Nonetheless, Palestinians have slandered 

Jewish intentions toward the mount as a pretext for terror-

ism. This raises key questions: Why would the Jewish state 

restrict access to their own holy site, and what does it have 

to do with Palestinian violence? What is the “status quo”?

Status Quo Restrictions
The “status quo” is used to refer to a series of ar-

rangements Israel, Jordan and the Jordanian-controlled 

Waqf religious authority reached in the aftermath of Israel 

retaking the Temple Mount in the defensive 1967 Six-Day 

War. The core, as summarized by senior researcher at the 

Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs (JCPA), Nadav Shragai, 

in “The ‘Status Quo’ on the Temple Mount” is that while  

Israel maintains governmental and security sovereignty 

over the site, the Waqf maintains religious authority. As a 

result, the rights of non-Muslims are restricted.

A key example is that non-Muslims can visit but not 

pray at the site. In 2014 the Israeli Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs website made that restriction explicit and also 

forbade non-Muslim entrance to the Al-Aqsa Mosque. 

Shragai, in a separate article “To Pray or Not to Pray on the 

Temple Mount?” writes that the original language formu-

lated by Defense Minister Moshe Dayan in 1967 implied 

this restriction on prayer, which was effectively codified in 

a non-binding understanding between Israel and Jordan 

in 2014. 

However, Rabbi Mike Feuer, faculty member at Israel’s 

Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies, pointed out to the 

Mideast Update that there isn’t an Israeli legal restriction 

against prayer there. With nothing legally binding, Shragai in 

his article notes in recent years there has been an unofficial 

shift to permit limited Jewish prayer on the Temple Mount.

Furthermore, in January 2020, then-US President 

Donald Trump’s “Peace to Prosperity” Middle East peace 

plan implicitly endorsed Jewish worship on the holy site, 

stating: “People of every faith should be permitted to 

pray on the Temple Mount/Haram al-Sharif, in a manner 

that is fully respectful to their religion.” That sounds simple 

enough—so why is the status quo so complicated?

Status Quo History
To understand the complex present, look to the past. 

Feuer, also a spiritual counselor and educational entre-

preneur who hosts the Jewish Story podcast, highlighted 

to the Mideast Update the critical nature of the Temple 

Mount historically. It is Judaism’s holiest site and Islam’s  

third-holiest site, and both groups believe that prayer is im-

portant. To Feuer, the prayerful religion of Islam understands 

Jewish prayer at the site is “a real threat to their hegemony.” 

He notes Muslims “appreciate the power of prayer.” 

Second, it’s a powerful symbol. Feuer said that the site 

is a “national center for the Palestinian identity,” with false 

calls to defend the Temple Mount a key part of Palestinian 

rhetoric and incitement. For Jews, the Temple’s rebuild-

ing is prophetically linked and symbolic of the Messianic 

final redemption. Feuer calls the Temple “the centerpiece 

Temple Mount
re Solomon first built a “house” a non binding understanding between Israel and Jordan
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Joshua Spurlock, 

The Mideast Update

of Jewish memory, of Jewish vision.” Yet despite its status 

as an ideal, it wasn’t everyone’s ideal in 1967.

Israel’s decision to relinquish partial control of their 

holiest site was not just driven by fear of a religious war, 

according to Feuer: “I don’t think that was such a com-

pelling argument at the moment since they had just beaten 

the entire Arab world.” Instead, Feuer highlights the inter-

nal conflict between the secular leaders of Israel who saw 

the modern Jewish state as its own “third temple” and 

those who had a biblical “visionary” model of Israel. 

“You can have a secular state where Israel imagines 

that it will be a nation like any other…or you can have the 

visionary state with the Temple at its core,” said Feuer. “It’s 

very hard to conceive of having both.” The secular position 

was also effectively backed by Jewish religious authorities 

concerned about the sanctity of the Temple Mount and 

who therefore severely restricted access. 

However, since then, the religious view on visiting the 

site has become more permissive, physical acts such 

as pilgrimages have become a bigger part of the Jewish 

faith, and religious Zionism with its affinity for the Temple 

Mount has grown in influence. And that’s not the only 

change to the situation. The site is now a powder keg for 

Palestinian violence.

Status Quo Importance
While fear of conflict was a factor in forming the status 

quo in 1967, it has certainly become a central factor today. 

Feuer said that the Israeli police use their “discretion 

in regard to their responsibility for public safety to sup-

press” Jews’ right to prayer on the Mount due to the 

threat of Muslim rioting. In 2000, a visit to the Temple 

Mount by then-Israeli legislator Ariel Sharon—who didn’t 

even pray there—was used by the Palestinians as a pre-

text to launch the Second Intifada terror war. 

More recently, incitement around libels that Jews 

were threatening the Al-Aqsa Mosque has sparked more 

Palestinian terror. The Palestinian approach to the “status 

quo” isn’t keeping things static, and giving into threats 

hasn’t been the solution. With this in mind, Feuer warns 

that “appeasement does have logic…but if it’s based on 

a misunderstanding of the absolutism of the other party 

as well, then it’s just an invitation to violence.”  

So what’s the answer? According to Feuer, it’s actually 

the holy site itself. “I believe very deeply that ultimately the 

Temple is the solution and not the problem,” said Feuer, 

“and that in particular the Messianic vision of Isaiah that 

‘My house will be a house of prayer 

for all people’ opens for us a horizon 

that it’s specifically prayer, and our 

ability to call out to one higher power 

that stands above us all, that in the 

end will unite us.” 

Modern-day Temple Mount

Model of the Temple Mount 

with the Second Temple
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As our world continues to get “smaller”—ostensibly 

bringing people closer together—it seems more and more 

nations are finding it necessary to build barriers to keep 

them apart. Currently, 77 countries have security fences 

and/or border walls, many of them nothing more than gi-

ant concrete barriers. Israel, though comparatively new 

to the fence-building community, has established herself 

as the builder and purveyor of the most cutting-edge, 

high-tech fence protection equipment in the world, and 

governments are knocking on her door, eager to put 

Israeli innovation to use. Interestingly, these are often 

some of the governments that have downplayed their 

own wall-building while vilifying Israel for erecting a 

supposed “apartheid wall.”

The Cutting-edge Anatomy of Protection
In 2016, Israel began construction of a new barrier 

surrounding the Gaza Strip. Since 2001, in addition to 

launching thousands of rockets into Israel—killing innocent 

civilians, traumatizing children and destroying thousands of 

acres of land—Hamas terrorists have created an industry 

of tunnel building. Hundreds of tunnels have been built for 

the sole purpose of infiltrating Israel with the aim of killing 

and kidnapping Israelis. During Operation Protective Edge 

in 2014, Hamas made extensive use of its tunnel network 

to send fighters into Israel as well as move its operatives 

and munitions within the Strip. Israel’s new barrier, com-

pleted in 2020, promises three levels of protection from 

these kinds of terrorist attacks: a deep underground layer; 

an upper-fence physical layer and an above-ground high-

tech layer.

The underground barrier is a sophisticated concrete 

wall that extends dozens of meters beneath the surface. 

It is lined with multidimensional sensor nets that detect 

any indication of digging near, at or under the barrier and 

alerts the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) to the activity and its 

location. It actually extends into the Mediterranean to keep 

Hamas naval commandos from infiltrating from the sea. 

To build the underground wall, the IDF used a powerful 

piece of German-made drilling equipment called a hydromill 

that digs deep, narrow trenches into the earth. In addition 

to creating the channel for the subterranean barrier, the hy-

dromill also exposed any existing yet undiscovered tunnels 

along the border. The barrier was then surrounded by an 

absorbent clay called bentonite, which keeps the trenches 

from collapsing. It also indicated the presence of existing 

tunnels, which were then blocked with concrete. Additional 

metal cages with sensors were lowered into the concrete 

for more support. In October of 2020, the barrier thwarted 

its first tunnel, which had penetrated dozens of meters into 

Israeli territory. 

In 2019, the IDF began the construction phase of the 

upper physical layer. It consists of a 20-foot (6-m.) high 

galvanized steel and mesh fence that sits on top of the 

subterranean concrete wall built to block the creation of 

attack tunnels. According to the Defense Ministry, the new 

fence weighs approximately 20,000 tons and is equipped 

with a variety of sensors and “modern security compo-

nents.” It is very similar, they say, to the barrier erected along 

the Egyptian border. That fence, built in 2014, stretches 

150 miles (241 km.) from Gaza to Eilat and is equipped with 

information collection centers, detection devices and so-

phisticated warning systems. 

Israeli leaders are being very tight-lipped about the com-

ponents that make up the final upper high-tech layer of the 

Gaza barrier. We are told that it includes detection devices, 

making full use of robots, unmanned ground vehicles (UGVs) 

and “more.” They are all outfitted with visual, electronic and 

Israel’s 
Lifesaving Fences

Fence along the Israel–Gaza border



intelligence equipment, powered by artificial intelligence 

and operated through command-and-control bases along 

the barrier. Experts speculate that Israel’s history-making 

drone swarm technology will be used as well. The swarms 

are made up of several different types of drones, able to 

exchange data and work as a single cooperative unit, and 

armed with thermal imaging, acoustic sensors and perhaps 

even “Spiderman” technology, which allows a drone to at-

tach to a wall and use “through-the-wall” sensors.

Extreme Threats Need Innovative Soltions
Costing approximately NIS 3 billion (US $833 million), 

officials say the new barrier has already proved its worth 

as a part of Israel’s total fence protection doctrine on all of 

its borders, as laid out by former Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu in his 2019 National Security Strategy. To date, 

Israel has built more than 620 miles (998 km.) of fence along 

the borders with Egypt and Lebanon, with an 85-foot (26-m.) 

fence recently completed along the Jordanian border to pro-

tect civilian aircraft landing at Ramon International Airport in 

Timna. Internally, 370 miles (595 km.) of fence surrounds the 

West Bank (Judea and Samaria), while 68 miles (109 km.) of 

barrier protect the Golan Heights from infiltration by Israel’s 

enemies to the north. 

Unfortunately, those enemies have made a strategic 

choice to use terror to achieve their aims, time and again 

forcing Israel to take severe and innovative action to save 

the lives of its people and maintain its own sovereignty. 

These fences have been extremely effective in reduc-

ing violence, preventing infiltration by terrorists, reducing 

smuggling and saving lives. The Judea and Samaria fence 

brought the number of suicide bombings to near zero. The 

Egyptian border fence has brought smuggling to negligible 

numbers. The new Gaza barrier has already proved itself in 

detecting and reporting tunnels, causing many officials to 

believe the problem has been nearly eliminated. 

In discussing his fence protection strategy, former 

PM Netanyahu commented, “In our neighborhood, we 

need to protect ourselves,” and he was clearly convinced 

that fences and security walls were a necessary part 

of that protection. It is unclear if his vision of a fence 

around the nation will be realized as a new government is 

now in power. But it is clear that Israel’s need to protect 

itself is not about to disappear. That need must continue 

to be met—and at all costs.”

Cheryl Hauer,  

International Vice President

 Violence at the Gaza border
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On July 7, 2021, Israel bid farewell to the tenth president 

of Israel, Reuven Rivlin, affectionately known as “Ruvi.” 

As the bronze likeness of the former president was offi-

cially unveiled at Beit HaNasi, the presidential residence in 

Jerusalem, across town at the Knesset (Parliament), prep-

arations were already underway to usher in the eleventh 

president of Israel, Isaac Herzog. Herzog was elected 

in a secret ballot with a record-breaking 83 votes of the 

120-member Knesset. As Israel’s new head of state, he will 

serve a single seven-year term. Following the footsteps of 

the forebears of the Herzog dynasty, Isaac Herzog is des-

tined to faithfully serve the people and State of Israel.

The Family 
The history of the State of Israel is peppered with promi-

nent families who are dedicated to rebuilding the homeland 

for the Jewish people. These dynasties are interwoven into 

the fabric of Israeli society, and in each generation, one or 

more of their descendants rise to the highest positions in 

military and public service. Isaac Herzog’s older brother, 

Brigadier-General (ret.) Mike Herzog, told Army Radio that 

all four of the Herzog siblings had been primed by their 

father, Chaim Herzog, to see public service as a mission 

in life. It was a special privilege for Isaac Herzog to be 

sworn in using the exact same Bible that his father, Chaim 

Herzog (sixth president of Israel, 1983–1993), had used for 

his inauguration some 38 years ago. Chaim Herzog served 

as a major general in the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) and 

as the permanent Israeli representative to the United Na-

tions from 1975–1978, where he famously ripped in two 

a UN resolution declaring that Zionism is equal to racism. 

Isaac Herzog’s grandfather, Rabbi Yitzhak HaLevi 

Herzog, was the first Chief Rabbi of Ireland, the first 

Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi of British Mandate Palestine, 

and finally of the State of Israel from 1948 until his death 

in 1959. During the Second World War, Rabbi Herzog 

was an advocate for the plight of European Jewry, plead-

ing with President Roosevelt to assist persecuted Jews 

in Europe. When the war was over, Rabbi Herzog suc-

cessfully secured the assistance of the Vatican and 

then-Pope Pius XII to locate and return Jewish 

children who had found refuge in Christian or-

phanages and monasteries across Europe. 

The Man 
Isaac Herzog was born in Israel and 

served in the IDF, achieving the rank of 

major (res.). During his father’s tenure 

at the United Nations in New York, Herzog was en-

rolled in accelerated academic courses at Cornell 

University and New York University. Herzog is a 

lawyer by trade—as was his predecessor, 

Rivlin—having completed his law degree 

at Tel Aviv University. He then joined the 

law firm founded by his father: Herzog, 

Fox & Ne’eman. Isaac Herzog and his 

wife, Michal, who is also a lawyer, have 

three sons.

Many of Israel’s top military and po-

litical leaders—even the most tough, bold 

characters—carry childlike nicknames. 

“Bougie” (BOO-jee) has followed Isaac 

Herzog throughout his political career. 

As a child, Herzog’s mother, Aura Herzog, 

thought him to be as beautiful as a doll and 

so mixed the Hebrew word for doll “buba” 

with a French term of endearment “joujou”—

and so the nickname “Bougie” was birthed. 

In a 2013 interview with the Times of Israel, 

Herzog explained, “You can’t fight it. It’s 

just something very Israeli. I can keep intro-

ducing myself as Isaac Herzog, but people 

will still yell ‘Bougie’ across the street. We are 

just a very familiar society.” Herzog, though, 

prefers to be called Isaac and now goes by 

Mr. President. 

The Politics
Herzog has had an extensive political career 

serving in the Israeli Labor Party, positioned left of 

center. Having worked as the head minister 

of various government ministries, 

including Housing and Build-

ing, Tourism, Diaspora 

(the Jewish 
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at the United Nations in New York, Herzog was en-

rolled in accelerated academic courses at Cornell 

University and New York University. Herzog is a

lawyer by trade—as was his predecessor, 

Rivlin—having completed his law degree 

at Tel Aviv University. He then joined the 

law firm founded by his father: Herzog, 

Fox & Ne’eman. Isaac Herzog and his 

wife, Michal, who is also a lawyer, have 

three sons.

Many of Israel’s top military and po-

litical leaders—even the most tough, bold 

characters—carry childlike nicknames. 

“Bougie” (BOO-jee) has followed Isaac

Herzog throughout his political career.

As a child, Herzog’s mother, Aura Herzog,

thought him to be as beautiful as a doll and 

so mixed the Hebrew word for doll “buba”

with a French term of endearment “joujou”—

and so the nickname “Bougie” was birthed.

In a 2013 interview with the Times of Israel, 

Herzog explained, “You can’t fight it. It’s 

just something very Israeli. I can keep intro-

ducing myself as Isaac Herzog, but people 

will still yell ‘Bougie’ across the street. We are 

just a very familiar society.” Herzog, though, 

prefers to be called Isaac and now goes by 

Mr. President. 

The Politics
Herzog has had an extensive political career 

serving in the Israeli Labor Party, positioned left of 

center. Having worked as the head minister 

of various government ministries,

including Housing and Build-

ing, Tourism, Diaspora 

(the Jewish
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population outside Israel), Welfare and Social Services, 

Herzog has wide-ranging exposure to the full func-

tioning of the Israeli government. In 2013, Herzog 

was elected as leader of the Labor Party and 

became the Leader of the Opposition against 

the right-wing government led by then-

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. 

Herzog was a critic of Netanyahu’s han-

dling of the peace proposal of former US 

President Barack Obama and accused 

Netanyahu of letting his bias endanger 

the security of Israel.

In 2017, Herzog resigned as Leader 

of the Opposition and from the Knes-

set, as he was unanimously elected 

chairman of the Jewish Agency for  

Israel, a position which he held un-

til being elected president. As head of 

the agency, he championed rebuilding 

the relationship between the Jewish  

people in the Diaspora and the State of 

Israel, as well as combatting anti-Semitism 

globally. During a farewell ceremony on  

July 5, Jewish Agency CEO and Director 

General Amira Ahronoviz told the crowd: “In 

these complex times both at home and abroad, 

I am confident in President-elect Herzog’s desire 

and ability to be a unifying force for all the people 

of Israel and Jewish communities around the world. 

I, and the Jewish Agency family, wish him all the best 

as he moves on to the president’s house.”

President Herzog has taken the reins of the presi-

dency during a period of unprecedented political crisis. 

After four elections in two years, the people of Israel have 

grown tired of a dysfunctional government. The current 

ruling multi-party coalition is held together by their joint 

disdain for Netanyahu, and there is a very real threat that 

the coalition will break apart over any one of the many 

ideological differences. Despite this underlying friction in 

the government, Herzog was received warmly during his 

inauguration at the Knesset, showing that Herzog 

 is a man for the people—and that is ex-

actly what Israel needs right now.
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A groundbreaking technology that can restore the 

sense of touch to nerves damaged as a result of amputa-

tion or injury has been developed by a team of scientists 

in Israel.

The technology, developed at Tel Aviv University and 

tested so far only on animals, involves a tiny sensor im-

planted in the nerve of the injured limb and connected 

directly to a healthy nerve.

Every time the limb touches an object, the sensor—

which does not require electricity, wires or batteries—is 

activated and conducts an electric current to the func-

tioning nerve, recreating the sense of touch.

“Loss of sensation can result from a wide range of 

injuries, from minor wounds—like someone chopping a 

salad and accidentally cutting himself with the knife—to 

very serious injuries,” said Dr. Ben Maoz, one of the lead-

ers of the research.

The researchers developed a sensor that can be im-

planted on a damaged nerve under the tip of the finger 

and connected to another nerve that functions properly.

The device consists of two tiny plates less than half a 

centimeter by half a centimeter in area. When these plates 

come into contact with each other, they release an elec-

tric charge that is transmitted to the undamaged nerve.

When the injured finger touches something, the touch 

releases tension corresponding to the pressure applied to 

the device—just like in a normal sense of touch.

Unlike existing technologies that use sensors to re-

place damaged nerves, batteries and electricity are not 

required to power the new sensor, the scientists ex-

plained, as it works on frictional force.

The device can be implanted in a simple process 

anywhere in the body where tactile sensation needs to 

be restored, and bypasses damaged sensory organs. It 

is made of biocompatible material that is safe to use in 

the human body, does not require maintenance and is not 

visible externally.

“We tested our device on animal models, and the re-

sults were very encouraging,” said Maoz, adding that the 

team will continue animal trials before they move to clini-

cal trials.

“At a later stage [we will] implant our sensors in the 

fingers of people who have lost the ability to sense touch. 

Restoring this ability can significantly improve people’s 

functioning and quality of life, and more importantly, pro-

tect them from danger.”

Excerpt from an article by Nicky Blackburn,  

Israel21c via JNS

Israeli Technology Restores 
Medical

A dbreakingroun

Sense of Touch to Damaged Nerves

O
u
t 

o
f 

Z
io

n



Environment

Israel is bringing water to the desert, thanks to the 

Abraham Accords. A company in the United Arab Emirates— 

which signed a peace deal with Israel as part of the  

Accords—reached an agreement with Tel Aviv University 

(TAU) and Israeli company Watergen to establish a joint  

Israeli–Emirati Water Research Institute, according to a 

TAU press release, as part of the broader effort to provide 

more clean water to the UAE and beyond.

While limited drinking water is a major global challenge—

especially in the Middle East—Israel has used technology 

and innovation to become relatively water-rich. That includes 

Watergen’s electric atmospheric water generator devices 

that extract clean water from the air, which can make up to 

6,000 liters of “top-quality pure drinking water per day.” Now 

even more of that’s coming to the UAE too, thanks to the 

joint venture to set up a Watergen production facility there.

Watergen signed a deal to bring their products to the UAE 

in late 2020, and dozens of devices are already in the coun-

try. Now, the agreement signed with the UAE’s Baynunah 

company and TAU will set up the Water Research Institute 

in connection with the broader joint venture to produce  

Watergen devices inside the UAE. This production facility 

will not only work toward the goal of distributing thousands 

Israel to Help UAE Address
Environment
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of Watergen devices 

in the UAE, but it will 

also commercialize 

Watergen’s machines 

in the region—includ-

ing the broader Gulf 

States and Africa.

Watergen’s CEO: 

“Throughout his-

tory, conflicts have of-

ten been centered around 

controlling water sources. 

Today we are doing the op-

posite: building peace and 

a common future around a 

groundbreaking Israeli technology 

that will provide a…solution which 

allows all residents of the UAE and the 

world an unlimited access to off-grid, top-

quality and pure drinking water.”

Excerpt from an article by Joshua Spurlock, 
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World’s First Cultured Meat-production Plant Opens in Israel
The world’s first industrial cultured meat facility has 

opened in the city of Rehovot, home to the Weizmann 

Institute of Science and the Hebrew University of Jerusalem 

Faculty of Agriculture, Israeli slaughter-free meat production 

start-up Future Meat Technologies announced.

Capable of producing 500 kilograms (1,102 lbs.) of 

cultured products a day, equivalent to 5,000 

hamburgers, this facility makes scalable 

cell-based meat production a reality.

“This facility opening marks a huge 

step in Future Meat Technologies’ 

path to market, serving as a critical en-

abler to bring our products to shelves 

by 2022,” said Rom Kshuk, CEO of 

Future Meat Technologies. “Having a 

running industrial line accelerates key 

processes such as regulation and 

product development.”

Currently, the facility can pro-

duce cultured chicken, pork and 

lamb, without the use of animal serum 

or genetic modification, with the produc-

tion of beef coming soon. The company claims 

its unique platform enables fast production cycles—

about 20 times faster than traditional animal agriculture.

Professor Yaakov Nahmias, the company’s founder and 

chief scientific officer, said that “after demonstrating that 

cultured meat can reach cost parity faster than the market 

anticipated, this production facility is the real game-changer.”

“Our goal is to make cultured meat affordable for everyone, 

while ensuring we produce delicious food that 

is both healthy and sustainable, help-

ing to secure the future of coming 

generations,” he added.

Future Meat’s cruelty-

free production process is 

expected to generate 80% 

less greenhouse emissions, 

and use 99% less land and 

96% less fresh water than 

traditional meat production.

The company aims to 

reach US shelves in 2022 

and is currently in the 

process of approving its 

production facility with regu-

latory agencies in multiple ter-

ritories. It is eyeing several locations in 

the United States for its projected expansion.

Excerpt from an article by Noga Martin,  

Israel Hayom via JNS
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Har Herzl
Mount of Remembrance

S ituated next to the Jerusalem Forest on 

the western side of the city stands a hill—

Har (Mount) Herzl, the site of Israel’s national 

cemetery, where the bodies of fallen soldiers 

and prime ministers are buried. It is a peaceful oa-

sis within a vibrant and bustling city; a place where 

one can come and reflect on Israel’s journey since the 

modern state was reborn in 1948. 

Mount Herzl is actually a complex of gardens, cemeter-

ies and memorials which honor the memories of those who 

fell in defense of the State of Israel, as well as her prominent 

leaders. Jews whose lives were snuffed out by Nazi brutality and 

Ethiopian Jews who died on their way to the Promised Land—just 

to name two groups of people who didn’t actually set foot in Israel—

are also remembered and honored here on the hill in Jerusalem known 

as Mount Herzl, or the Mount of Remembrance.

SECOND CHOICE
The current site was not the first choice for Israel’s national memo-

rial to her fallen soldiers and leaders. In 1934, Zionist leader Menachem 

Ussishkin envisioned the Nicanor Cave, an ancient Jewish burial site 

on Mount Scopus, as the 

perfect place. However, 

during Israel’s War of Inde-

pendence, that area was cut 

off from Jewish-held western 

Jerusalem, and a new location 

had to be found.

There was a certain sense of 

urgency in finding the site. Theodor 

Herzl, known as the “spiritual father of 

the Jewish state,” had written in his will: 

“I wish to be buried in a metal coffin next 

to my father, and to remain there until the 

Jewish people will transfer my remains to 

Eretz Israel [Land of Israel].” When he died in 1904 at the age 

of 44, he was buried in Vienna until his remains were brought 

to Israel in 1949. He was reburied on August 17, 1949, on top 

of the hill that was renamed in his honor.

ON THE CREST OF THE HILL
Today, as you step through the gate at Mount Herzl’s im-

posing entrance with its wall of Jerusalem stone, your eye 
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will be drawn to a large sculpted 

hedge on the hillside with a meno-

rah (seven-branched candelabra) 

and the words  (Har Herzl). 

Winding pathways lead up the hill to 

the Nations Garden, where visiting 

heads of state planted trees in the 

early 1960s. You can stop and rest 

on one of the many benches or look 

out over the city of Jerusalem from 

one of the two observation areas.

Leaving the Nations Garden, we 

come to Mount Herzl’s focal point—

a black marble tombstone with four 

Hebrew letters which spell the name 

“Herzl.” From this prominent spot on 

the crest of the hill, you can see the Judean Hills on one side and the 

city of Jerusalem—both old and new—on the other. A large plaza 

faces the tombstone where each year the State of Israel officially 

marks the end of Yom HaZikaron (Memorial Day) and then imme-

diately transitions to Yom HaAtzmaut (Independence Day). The 

very first Independence Day celebration was held here in 1950.

Israel’s military cemeteries are located on the northern 

slope of Mount Herzl. The first soldiers buried here in 1949 

were Jerusalem residents who fell in the War of Indepen-

dence. Sadly, as the Jewish state grew, so did the number 

of graves. Today the military portion of the site consists of a 

number of small, almost intimate sections arranged according 

to the war or conflict during which the soldiers were killed. 

The gravestones are plain and record the soldier’s name, birth-

place and age at time of death, as well as a few other pieces of infor-

mation. Officers and enlisted men are buried next to each other. It is a 

sobering experience to wander among them, taking 

note of the fact that so many young lives were cut 

short in Israel’s many defensive wars.

MORE THAN A CEMETERY
Mount Herzl is so much more than a national 

military cemetery—it is a tribute to the establish-

ment of the nation of Israel. The Herzl Museum, 

run by the World Zionist Organization, is definitely 

worth visiting. Its 4D exhibits allow the visitor to ex-

perience Herzl’s journey from an Austrian journalist 

to the Zionist visionary who gave his heart’s blood 

for the establishment of a permanent home for the 

Jewish people in the land of their forefathers.

Sometimes I walk the connecting path, construct-

ed by Israeli youth, leading from Mount Herzl to Yad 

Vashem, Israel’s Holocaust memorial. Along the way 

are commemorative markers, telling of the Jewish 

journey from the ovens of Auschwitz to the founding 

of the State of Israel. As I read them, I am reminded of 

the faithfulness of God. The prophet Jeremiah wrote 

of this day, saying, “Behold, I will gather them out of all 

countries where I have driven them…I will bring them 

back to this place, and I will cause them to dwell safely.”  

(Jer. 32:37). And here on Mount Herzl, we remember.



Amid Chaos

Israel has gone through the wringer in the past year and a half, dealing with cri-

sis after crisis within a very short period. The nation faced the devastating effects 

of a pandemic alongside the rest of the world, and at the same time, fought a war 

with terrorists in Gaza; went through a fourth national election within two years; 

faced growing saber-rattling from Iran, Lebanon and Syria; and is now enduring 

an uphill battle on the international front: an increase in global anti-Semitism. 

Nevertheless, amid all that chaos, Israel has brought a message of tikvah, hope, 

to the world. 

The Jewish pursuit of hope is endued with a mixture of energy, ingenuity, 

compassion and excellence, and the proof is in the innovations coming out of 

Israel. While much of the global population was hunkered down in a safe place, 

some wonderful things were being developed by Israeli know-how. The Jewish 

people have proven their historic bred-in-the-bone resolve and their capacity for 

thinking outside the box, and out of that resilient spirit has blossomed creative 

solutions to some of the world’s most pressing problems. 

Israel Builds Hope
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Making the World a Better Place

As a techno-giant on the world stage, Israel knows that technology is not the entire answer to 

the world’s crises. Their expertise in the technology sector is merely a means to an end, guided by 

their commitment to tikkun olam, offering healing to the people of the world. Despite facing their 

own COVID challenges and dealing with hostile countries on their very doorstep, Israelis continue to 

ardently pursue the kind of innovation designed to make the world a better place, and in doing so, 

have built a thriving, hope-filled state that resounds with purpose. This is where they’re called to be; 

this is what they’re called to do. What exciting innovation will come out of Israel next? We can only 

watch and marvel.

Fighting a Pandemic
Israeli ingenuity is known for 

its ability to adapt to unforeseen 

situations on a dime, a trait cul-

tivated by its young soldiers dur-

ing combat situations and carried 

over into their professional lives. 

Israel quickly adjusted to meet 

the COVID-19 crisis in early 2020, 

and Israeli scientists jumped into 

the global race against time for a 

treatment and a vaccine. 

Though not first out of the gate, 

like Pfizer and Moderna, Israeli 

labs started developing at least six 

different vaccines, several in pill 

or droplet form. An oral vaccine 

can bring hope to many people in  

underdeveloped countries, like  

India, which don’t always have 

access to vaccinations or quali-

fied medics to administer them. 

Even with vaccinations increas-

ing, there is still an urgent need 

for COVID treatments. Thirteen 

drugs for respiratory disease 

caused by COVID are also being 

developed in Israel. One company 

has focused on a hassle-free de-

tection test for the virus where a 

person can give a breath sample 

at a “sniffer station” and receive 

results within 30 seconds.

Another start-up company has 

developed a method to chemi-

cally treat face masks that protect 

against the virus. The masks are 

washable and reusable, able to 

neutralize the virus even after 50 

washes and are completely safe. 

Other Medical Breakthroughs

Innovations in the medical field continue to 

come fast and furious, and Israeli companies 

have been highlighted on some of the “most in-

novative” lists in the past year.

The pandemic has shifted the focus of many 

Israeli innovators, researchers and medical start-

ups, and multiple medical innovations are reshap-

ing and accelerating the way the world does health 

care. Over 1,000 Israeli start-up companies are 

focusing on digital health care, and then helping 

other countries get their medical systems online.

Health care is seeing an increased load from 

aging patients, and medical professionals are 

stretched thin, already having to juggle the extra 

demands of the pandemic. To the rescue comes 

home diagnostic equipment developed by Israeli 

start-ups allowing medical tests to be done from 

the comfort of home. One company uses smart-

phones as a hi-tech diagnostic device. Another 

uses smartphones to analyze CT scans and 

warn patients who may be at risk for impending 

strokes. This improvement in digital health has 

already been a boon for the thousands of doc-

tors presently using the technology. 

Drones have been used extensively in mili-

tary arsenals to fight wars and target enemies, 

but Israel is now using them to bring life. To 

avoid the traffic jams in Israeli cities, drones are 

delivering medical supplies and medications 

directly to those in need. Robots are now be-

ing used to dispense medications and eliminate 

the possibility of human error. The use of robots 

will also keep medical personnel from acciden-

tal exposure to harmful therapies and accurately 

measure dosages for chemotherapy. Artificial 

intelligence is being used to analyze diagnostic 

scans and spot abnormalities in breast cancer, 

osteoporosis, aneurysms and brain-bleeds. 

More Sectors, 
More Innovations

Medicine is not the only 

sector impacted by innova-

tion. A big step up from Alexa, 

a personal robot can order 

groceries, call for help in an 

emergency, make a home into 

a very smart home, and even 

read a child a bedtime story. 

On the eco front, one 

start-up company has de-

veloped a way to produce 

fabrics and bioplastics from 

plant waste. Another is con-

verting household garbage 

into recyclable plastic. Yet 

another start-up is focused 

on developing environmen-

tally friendly building mate-

rials to make human impact 

less intrusive on marine and 

animal life.

For countries around 

the world that experience 

chronic water shortages, 

Israel has developed a de-

vice that can transform air 

into drinkable water. Israeli-

made water purification de-

vices are already being used 

in humanitarian disasters 

and in developing countries 

such as India, Vietnam and 

Sierra Leone.



The historic signing of the Abraham 

Accords between Israel, the United Arab 

Emirates (UAE) and Bahrain on the White 

House lawn on September 15, 2020, ush-

ered in a new era of peace between Israel 

and her Arab neighbors that in the year 

since has continued to grow and flourish. 

In the precarious neighbor-

hood of the Middle East, the 

Jewish state previously had open 

peace agreements only with Egypt 

and Jordan, signed in 1979 and 1994, 

respectively. But those agreements have 

thus far only brought peace on a governmental 

and military level, with people-to-people 

ties remaining tepid. 

A Year after the Accords 
The Blossoming Fruits of Peace

Bahraini Foreign Minister
Abdullatif Al-Zayani

Former Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu

Former US President
Donald Trump

UAE Foreign Minister
Abdullah bin Zayed Al-Nahyan
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Teamwork Makes the Dream Work
Not so with the Abraham Accords, as both Israel and her 

new Gulf-state friends have enthusiastically pursued friend-

ship, cooperation and peace since the nations’ ties became 

official last year, brokered by then-US President Donald Trump. 

On that historic day, then-Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin  

Netanyahu—credited as the “architect” of the peace ac-

cords, then-President Trump, Emirati Foreign Minister 

Abdullah bin Zayed Al-Nahyan and Bahraini Foreign Minis-

ter Abdullatif Al-Zayani inked the new peace into history. In 

the official declaration, they vowed to “encourage efforts to 

promote interfaith and intercultural dialogue to advance a 

culture of peace among the three Abrahamic religions and 

all humanity.”

Since then, the newfound allies have kept their word. 

Every day seems to bring an announcement of Israel, the 

UAE and Bahrain signing a new memorandum of under-

standing to team up in agro-tech, banking, health care, 

technology, aviation, water and irrigation, energy, tourism 

and a host of other fields. For example, Tel Aviv Univ- 

ersity and the UAE are teaming up to solve an age-old  

dilemma in the Middle East: water scarcity. While the Jewish 

state has made strides in water conservation and irrigation, 

turning arid deserts into blooming farmland, the Emirati king-

dom remains parched. Thus, the two are teaming up to form 

an Israeli–Emirati water research institute, harnessing Israel’s 

water savvy, particularly the Israeli invention Watergen— 

a device that can turn air into drinking water.

“The Abraham Accords has given countries in the Mid-

dle East the opportunity to improve and advance relations 

in various fields,” Watergen’s owner and president said in 

a statement. “Thanks to the agreements, we—an Israeli 

company—are able to cooperate with our Middle East 

neighbors to solve one of the region’s difficult problems—

water scarcity. Throughout history, conflicts have been 

centered around controlling water sources. Today we are 

doing the opposite: building peace and a common future 

around a groundbreaking Israeli technology.”

And it hasn’t just been business and economic coop-

eration, either. The newfound friends have also encouraged 

people-to-people friendship and dialogue as well. Shortly 

after the signing of the Accords, Israel and the UAE estab-

lished reciprocal direct flights—and over 130,000 Israelis 

have flocked to the Emirati kingdom since then, amid spo-

radic windows of travel opportunity during the pandemic. 

They have been welcomed with open arms, and the king-

dom has even established a kosher food industry to ensure 

that their Jewish visitors are never without dining options. 

A Bahraini official said during a visit to Israel in August that 

direct flights were forthcoming after being postponed due 

to COVID, and all three nations have voiced enthusiasm to 

resume visits once the borders are fully reopened. 

Sharaka and Intercultural Dialogue 
Another beautiful symbol of the thriving peace is Sharaka 

(Arabic for “cooperation”), the Gulf–Israel Center for Social 

Entrepreneurship. Comprised of young entrepreneurs, activ-

ists and social media influencers from Israel, the UAE and 

Bahrain, Sharaka hosts delegations to visit Israel and the 

UAE to create opportunities for young people to experience 

each other’s homelands and cultures. As its website states, 

this organization’s mission in “realizing the tremendous 

potential of the Abraham Accords” is “deepening mutual 

understanding, building personal ties, and encouraging di-

verse forms of cooperation.” The group also hosts delega-

tions of young Emiratis and Bahrainis to experience Israel: 

see the land; tour historical sites; meet with a variety of  

Israeli political, cultural and religious influencers; learn 

about the Holocaust at Yad Vashem, Israel’s Holocaust 

memorial; share in a Shabbat (Sabbath) dinner; experience 

Israel’s thriving start-up scene; and better understand the 

security challenges and geopolitical reality. 

One Arab alumna of Sharaka wrote of her experience 

in Israel: “Having breakfast and dinner [with] different 

families from different backgrounds & religions, as food 

brings us together at one table, we learned a lot about  

Israel and different communities with amazing food expe-

rience and meeting amazing people! Also meeting with 

the Israeli students, we had an enjoyable time talking to 

them and sharing our experiences and exchanging our 

cultures that seemed so similar, and we gained a lot of 

friends after this.”

Not only are Jewish, Muslim and Christian young adults 

gaining invaluable experience on the ground in each other’s 

nations, they also host regular online Zoom meetings for 

cultural discussions and exchanges. As the group’s web-

site says, their mission is “to build bonds between young 

Israeli and Gulf leaders, in order to strengthen peace, trust, 

and cooperation between our societies. We believe that 

this will lead to a brighter future for our nations and for all 

the peoples of the region.” And after visiting and learning 

about each other’s countries and cultures, they are able to 

return home and share what they have learned with others, 

creating a ripple effect of peace and understanding. 

A Brighter Future
The Abraham Accords has yielded a new chapter of 

kinship between the sons of Abraham. This year has truly 

marked a new era of peace, of people-to-people friend-

ship and cooperation, of learning and gaining new under-

standing of each other’s cultures, of joining arm-in-arm 

for the mutual betterment of both nations and the region 

as a whole. 

Israeli Foreign Minister Yair Lapid made a historic 

visit to the UAE in July to inaugurate the Israeli embassy 

in the capital of Abu Dhabi as well as a consulate in 

Dubai. After his visit, Lapid and his Emirati counterpart, 

Foreign Minister Abdullah bin Zayed al-Nahyan, wrote 

a joint statement that summed up 

the fruits of the Abraham Accords: 

“Peace isn’t an agreement you 

sign—it’s a way of life. The [em-

bassy inauguration] ceremonies we 

held last week aren’t the end of the 

road. They are just the beginning.”



Some might think that evangelical Christians and Israeli 

Jews make strange bedfellows. After all, Christian support 

for Israel seems to fly in the face of centuries of Christian 

belief that God has defaulted on His covenant promise to 

return the Jewish people to their ancient homeland and 

has instead replaced them with Christianity as the “true 

Israel.” In some Christian circles, Israel is vilified as an oc-

cupying oppressor with no historical or biblical right to the 

Land of its forefathers. 

Yet in recent decades, as many as 85% of evangelicals 

have lauded the return of the Jewish people as the fulfill-

ment of hundreds of biblical prophecies and have thrown 

their financial support, prayers and political clout behind 

the tiny nation. Former US President Donald Trump has 

stated that evangelical Christians strongly influenced his 

decision to move the US embassy to Jerusalem in 2018, 

as well as his efforts, through the Abraham Accords, to 

bring peace to Israel and stability to the Middle East. Con-

cern is mounting however, that such biblically based love 

for Israel is not being handed down to the next generation.

Nothing New Under the Sun
Since the rebirth of the nation in 1948, energized by 

Israel’s victory in the Six Day War of 1967, evangelical 

support has been on the rise. with hundreds of millions of 

Bible-believing Christians worldwide praying and advocat-

ing for the Jewish state. Christians far outnumber Jews 

among the millions of pilgrims who visit the Holy Land ev-

ery year, many of them overwhelmed by the experience 

of seeing prophecy fulfilled before their eyes. American 

astronaut Neil Armstrong, the first man to set foot on the 

moon, visited Israel in 2007 and his response brings per-

spective. “As I tread on this holy place, I am almost as 

excited as when I took my first steps on the moon.”

Such support far predates Israel’s War for Indepen-

dence, however, or even the Balfour Declaration of 1917. 

Throughout history, from Great Britain to Australia, from 

South Africa to Europe and America, deeply religious men 

who believe the Bible have spoken eloquently of Israel’s 

prophesied return to the Land God gave their forefathers. 

Even the less religious were sometimes caught up in the 

spiritual wonder of the Land. Winston Churchill, a man of 

principle but not religion, visited Israel in 1921. He would 

later say, “If I were to live a thousand years, never would 

I forget Jerusalem, which still seems to breathe with the 

grandeur of Jehovah.”

It is perhaps not surprising then that former Israeli 

Ambassador to the US Ron Dermer feels Israel isn’t 

putting enough eggs in the evangelical basket. In May, 

Dermer suggested that Israel should prioritize the “pas-

sionate and unequivocal” support of evangelical Christians 

over that of American Jews, whom he said are “dispro-

portionately among our critics. People have to understand 

that the backbone of Israel’s support in the United States 

is the evangelical Christians.”

Others are warning, however, that Dermer’s optimism 

regarding ongoing evangelical support is misplaced. Re-

cent polls show that younger evangelicals aren’t nearly as 

interested in or supportive of Israel as their parents and 

grandparents. A survey conducted in the United States ear-

lier this year by the Barna Group revealed an ever-widening 

margin between those 19–29 years old and preceding gen-

erations. In 2018, a similar study showed that support for 

Israel among young evangelicals was somewhat less than a 

2015 study, but still nearly as high as those 50 years old and 

above. However, the 2021 study put overall support at an 

alarming 34% while indicating that this age group is increas-

ingly more likely to express support for the Palestinians.

Evangelicals and Israel
a Friendship Made to Last?

Israel who? What does Israel 
have to do with 

the Bible?

I thought Israel 
was the bad 

guy?
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Highlights of the 2021 Poll
Although it is impossible in this short article to examine 

every aspect of the 2021 study, the following highlights 

indicate the direction that many find alarming. 

• Who would you support in the dispute between 

Israelis and Palestinians?

42.2% chose neither; only 10% strongly sup-

port Israel

• Does Israel treat the Palestinians fairly in the dis-

puted territories (scale of 1–10)?

35.7% rated it a 5; only 6.4% felt Israel’s treat-

ment was fair

• Do you favor the establishment of an independent 

Palestinian state in the West Bank and Gaza Strip?

35.1% were neutral, 5.9% fully supportive, 

only 5.6% fully opposed

It is worth noting that all these numbers are significantly 

lower when compared to Baby Boomers (57–75) or Gen-Xers 

(41–56) who answered the same questions. A similar study 

done in 1977 revealed that the 18–29 demographic was 

more supportive of Israel than any of the other age groups. 

As disquieting as the study results were, there were 

definitely some bright spots. 

• Does God’s covenant with the Jewish people re-

main intact today?

57.8% answered “yes,” 8.1% said “no,” and 

29.1% said they didn’t know

• Should Jerusalem in its entirety be Israel’s capital 

with governance not shared with Palestinians?

71.6% answered “yes,” 28.4% indicated east 

Jerusalem should be capital of Palestinian state

Reasons for Declining Support
The study also gives glimpses into possible reasons 

for the declining support for Israel. Only 38% of respon-

dents are regular churchgoers, and only 18% are regular 

Bible readers. Religious beliefs were a factor for only 38% 

of those polled, while 44% said religious beliefs have little 

to do with support for Israel. Finally, only 8% felt that they 

had extensive knowledge regarding Israel and its current 

situation, while 26% felt they had limited knowledge and 

22% had no knowledge at all. The most disturbing answer 

of all, however, came when respondents were asked how 

often they hear any other evangelicals talking about the 

importance of supporting Israel. Forty percent said sel-

dom; 25% said never.

Perhaps therein lies the answer. Making Israel a part of 

the Christian narrative, teaching about Israel in innovative 

ways that will capture the attention of young evangelicals 

and allowing them to learn about Israel in terms that are 

important to them are concepts that are worthy of further 

attention. And making support for Israel less about politics 

and more about our faith journey couldn’t hurt. But clearly, 

something must be done. It would seem that today’s over-

50-year-old Israel supporters are 1977’s 18–29-year-olds. 

If we let the pattern hold true, the future is pretty bleak…

not just for Israel, but for evangelical Christianity as well.

?????

God has a 
covenant with 

Israel?

Why is Israel 
important?

By Cheryl Hauer,  

International Vice President
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“Big Lie”

The Biggest Lie—Israel Has No Right to Exist
“ERETZ-ISRAEL [Land of Israel] was the birthplace of the Jewish people. 

Here their spiritual, religious and political identity was shaped. Here they gave 

to the world the eternal Book of Books [Bible]…After being forcibly exiled from 

their land, the people never ceased to pray and hope for their return…Impelled 

by this historic and traditional attachment, Jews strove in every successive 

generation to reestablish themselves in their ancient homeland…In the year 

5657 (1897), the First Zionist Congress convened and proclaimed the right of 

the Jewish people to national rebirth in its own country. This right was recog-

nized in the Balfour Declaration, and reaffirmed in the Mandate of the League of 

Nations, which gave international sanction to the historic connection between 

the Jewish people and Eretz-Israel and to the right of the Jewish people to 

rebuild its National Home.”

—Excerpt from Israel’s Declaration  

of Independence

“Let’s get something straight here, un-

til the region says unequivocally, they ac-

knowledge the right of Israel to exist as an 

independent Jewish state, there will be 

no peace.”

—US President Joe Biden,  

speaking at a press conference  

on May 21, 2021

“True peace is possible when 

Hamas and other like-minded ter-

rorist organizations and Iran accept 

Israel’s right to exist as a Jewish 

state living in security and tranquil-

ity with its neighbors. The recent 

Abraham Accords—Israel’s agree-

ments with the United Arab 

Emirates, Bahrain, Morocco 

and Sudan—show that peace 

is possible.”

—Timothy F. Wuliger, for-

mer board chair of the Jewish 

Federation of ClevelandFederation of Cleveland

Standing with Israel against the

TODAY WE ARE WITNESSING a war of words with social media as 

one of the main battlefields. Attempts are increasing almost daily to dele-

gitimize the State of Israel—merely an updated term for anti-Semitism or 

hatred of the Jewish people. 

Adolf Hitler coined the term the “Big Lie” when he wrote Mein Kampf 

nearly 100 years ago. Hitler envisioned the Big Lie as a gross distortion or 

misrepresentation of the truth, used especially as a propaganda technique. 

Today, anti-Israel voices like US Congresswomen Rashida Tlaib of Michigan 

and Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (AOC) of New York are becoming more and 

more vocal as they put into practice the belief that “if you tell a lie big enough 

and repeat it often enough, people will come to believe it.”

Our responsibility as Bible-believing Christians is to recognize the lies 

and counter them with truth.
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LIE: Israel Is the Aggressor and Obstacle to Peace in the Region
“When the United Nations approved the Partition Plan in 1947, Jews all over the world cel-

ebrated, while Arabs rejected the proposal and started a war to thwart it. The State of Palestine 

and the State of Israel could have each been celebrating their 73rd Independence Day this year, 

if the Palestinians had only said yes. They said no.”

—Dani Dayan, former consul general of Israel in New York

“Israel is not perfect. It even arguably gives Palestinians grounds for grievance with some of 

its policies and actions. But rare as rubies is a conflict where good and evil are as clearly distin-

guishable as in the struggle between Israel and Hamas. One side seeks peace and security; and 

the other, its adversary’s obliteration.”

—Avi Shafran, Jewish blogger from the US, writing after the May 2021 conflict

“We can forgive the Arabs for killing our children. We cannot forgive them for forcing us to kill 

their children. Peace will come when the Arabs will love their children more than they hate us.”

—Golda Meir, Israeli stateswoman and fourth prime minister

LIE: Israel is an Apartheid State
The crime of apartheid is defined as inhumane acts “committed in the context of an institu-

tionalized regime of systematic oppression and domination by one racial group over any other 

racial group or groups and committed with the intention of maintaining that regime.”

—2002 Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court

“Arab citizens of Israel are allowed to vote, have political parties, and hold seats in the 

Knesset [Parliament] and other positions, including one on the Israeli Supreme Court.” A UN 

fact finder wrote that the situation in Judea and Samaria was more complex, but that there is no 

attempt to maintain “an institutionalized regime of systematic oppression and domination by one 

racial group,” and claimed that the seemingly oppressive measures taken by Israel were taken to 

protect its own citizens from attacks by Palestinian militants.

—South African Judge Richard Goldstone, author of the 2009 report of the United Nations 

Fact Finding Mission on the Gaza Conflict

LIE: There Was Never a Jewish Temple on the Temple Mount
“The story of the Temple is nothing but a collection of legends and myths for politi-

cal reasons.”

—Official PA [Palestinian Authority] TV, 2015

“The question of whether archaeological finds prove the ex-

istence of the Temple on Temple Mount is cynical and provoc-

ative. These are things known to anybody with culture and 

cannot be cast in doubt. We have dozens of literary sourc-

es, including Muslim sources, describing the Temple.”

— Bar-Ilan University Prof. Gabriel Barkay, an 

archaeologist who has spent many years working in 

Jerusalem, and the Temple Mount area in particular

“Its identity with the site of Solomon’s Temple is 

beyond dispute. As well as being sacred to Jews, the 

hilltop plaza, which could go back as much as 5,000 

years, is sacred to Muslims as the place from which 

the Prophet Mohammed ascended to heaven.”

—From A Brief Guide to al-Haram al-Shariff 

(Islamic name for Temple Mount) published by the 

Supreme Muslim Council in 1925

NOW IS THE TIME TO STAND WITH ISRAEL
It is more important than ever that we as Christians 

stand with Israel. You may think your voice is small and 

insignificant, but if we will each use our voice and speak 

out against the lies—we can make a difference.
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VOLUNTEERWith Us The pandemic has 

left us short-staffed and 

in need of both long- 

and short-term volunteers 

to fill the gap. Join our team of volunteers in Israel 

to make a difference in the lives of the Israeli people. Please 

note that ever-changing travel restrictions require flexibility. 
Administrative Assistant

This position requires someone skilled in administration and organization. 

Experience with Microsoft Office Suite will be helpful. (Long-term)

Food Bank Floor Workers

Be part of our team that packs food for deliveries. Position requires a strong 

back, as it involves semi-strenuous lifting (33 lb or 15 kg) and can include stand-

ing for long periods. (Short-term) 

Home Repair Team

Position requires the ability to do general repairs and maintenance in 

BFP facilities as well as home repairs in the Jewish community. We are 

looking for people with general handyman skills. (Long-term)

Web Developer

Experienced WordPress web developer to provide front-end and 

back-end programming concepts and concerns, including both security 

and structure. (Long-term)

Zealous8:2 Administrative Assistant

Supports the Zealous coordinator with administra-

tive needs and logistics throughout the Zealous  

Israel Project and the Call to Zion tour. Experience 

with administration and young-adult ministry will  

be helpful.
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EXPERIENCE ISRAEL DISCIPLESHIP TOUR

January 30–February 10, 2022
Hosted by: Rev. Don & Victoria James
Join us as we travel through Israel and experience firsthand the 
wonder and beauty of the Land of the Bible. 
*Special rates for pastors and their spouses. 

FROM DARKNESS TO LIGHT: EUROPE & ISRAEL TOUR

Fall 2022 (dates to be determined)
Hosted by: BFP Leadership Team

A tour to Europe and Israel. Come face-to-face with the 

Holocaust, visiting the Anne Frank House, Corrie ten Boom 

Museum, Auschwitz concentration camp and more. Then 

fly to Israel, where we will learn about the struggle for the 

Jewish state against all odds and see how our covenant-

keeping God has restored His land and people of Israel. Tour 

includes the Netherlands, Germany, Poland and Israel. 

*Option to extend Israel component.

For more details on tours, see contact information on page 2.

United States
JOURNEY TO ISRAEL

November 2–12, 2021
Hosted by: Rev. Lennie Allen and Pastor Steve Baccus
Embark on this 10-day journey through Israel with us for the 
experience of a lifetime. We’ll explore the Land of the Bible 
and marvel at the Scripture coming to life. 

ISRAEL STUDY TOUR  

Date: 2022
Hosted by: Bobby Peck
Come experience the miracle of ancient and modern Israel by 
visiting the land, experiencing the culture and meeting the people. 

Australia
ENCOUNTER ISRAEL TOUR

October 2022 (dates to be determined)  
Hosted by: Matthew Chivers
Join us for a life-changing experience as we take you on a jour-
ney through the Land of the Bible and stand with Israel for “such 
a time as this” (Esther 4:14). The tour includes many biblical 
sites like Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria, the Galilee, Nazareth 
and the Dead Sea. We will also participate in the anniversary of 
the Battle of Beersheba and the heroic charge of the Australian 
Light Horse Brigade, a special Shabbat (Sabbath) of a Lifetime 
dinner and a Bridges for Peace community project.

TOURS
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Directions

1. Rinse the rice several times in cold water through 

a sieve until the water runs clear. Bring 3 quarts  

(12 cups) of water to a boil in a large pot with 2 Tbsp 

of salt. Add the rinsed rice and boil for 7 minutes, 

stirring occasionally, then drain well in a colander.

2. Place ½ cup of water, sugar, orange peel and 

matchstick carrots in a saucepan. Bring to a boil, 

reduce heat and simmer for 6–7 minutes. Drain any 

excess liquid and set aside for later.

3. Heat 1 Tbsp butter in a skillet over medium 

heat. Add the onion, season lightly with salt and cook 

until softened, 4–5 minutes. Stir in 1 Tbsp saffron wa-

ter, cinnamon, cardamom, allspice, black pepper and 

cumin. Cook for 1 minute more. Stir in the apricots, 

raisins, barberries (or cranberries), and the orange 

peel and carrot mixture.

4. Melt 4 Tbsp butter in a heavy-bottomed pot, over 

medium heat. Spread half the par-cooked rice over the 

bottom of the pot. Spoon over the onion–fruit mixture, 

then the remaining rice. Leave the pot on the flame, 

uncovered, for 5–8 minutes to gently brown the rice. 

(Do not stir or move the rice. You will need to rely on 

your nose to tell if the rice has browned.)

5. Drizzle the remaining saffron water and the liq-

uid from the orange peel and carrots over the rice and 

cover. Adjust the heat to very low and leave undis-

turbed for 30 minutes. Then turn off the heat and let 

rest at least 10 minutes.

6. Toast the almonds and pistachios in a clean, 

dry skillet over medium heat. Gently toss until 

evenly browned and fragrant. This should 

take about 3–5 minutes.

7. To serve, spoon the rice 

into a wide bowl or platter. 

Sprinkle with the toasted 

nuts, and enjoy.

Serves 8

Ingredients

2 cups basmati rice

2 Tbsp salt

5 Tbsp unsalted butter

Peel of 1 orange, sliced into thin strips

3 Tbsp sugar

1 cup carrots (about 2 medium), sliced into thin 

matchsticks

1 large onion, diced small

¼ tsp saffron threads, crumbled and soaked in 

cup hot water (can substitute turmeric)

¼ tsp ground cinnamon

Jeweled rice, a Persian dish traditionally served 

at weddings, is named for its rich colors. This 

dish combines a variety of seasonings and in-

gredients for a tangy, nutty fusion of flavors. Over 

200,000 Persian Jews call Israel home, bringing 

this unique dish with them to the Holy Land and 

even customizing it to the Jewish state. For ex-

ample, many Israelis of Persian descent enjoy 

this dish on Rosh HaShanah (Jewish New Year), 

adding pomegranate seeds for an extra pop of 

color and sweetness. 
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¼ tsp ground cardamom

¼ tsp ground allspice

¼ tsp ground black pepper

¼ tsp ground cumin

 cup chopped dried apricots

 cup golden raisins

 cup dried barberries or goji berries, soaked in 

warm water for 5 minutes and drained (or use 

cup dried cranberries)

 cup sliced or slivered almonds

 cup roughly chopped pistachios
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A group of 160 new French immigrants arrived at Ben 

Gurion International Airport in late July aboard a special 

aliyah [immigration to Israel] flight from Paris organized by 

the Jewish Agency for Israel and Israel’s Ministry of Aliyah 

and Integration.

The new arrivals were accompanied on the flight by 

Israeli Minister of Aliyah and Integration Pnina Tamano-

Shata, who was returning from a tour of the Jewish com-

munity in France in light of growing interest in aliyah in 

that country. Israel has seen a 137% jump in the number 

of olim (new immigrants) from France so far during 2021, 

compared to the same period last year.

Among this particular group were doctors, lawyers, 

teachers, engineers and marketing and media profession-

als, as well as 46 young people under the age of 18 who 

will enter the Israeli education system. They first had to 

observe mandatory home isolation in accordance with 

coronavirus safety guidelines before moving to what will 

be their new homes in cities and areas throughout the 

Jewish state.

With approximately 500,000 people, the Jewish com-

munity in France is the largest in the world, outside of 

Israel and the United States. About 1,370 French immi-

grants made aliyah in the first half of the year, compared 

to 578 during the same period last year, according to the 

Aliyah Ministry and the Jewish Agency. The pandemic year 

of 2020 saw a dramatic increase in the opening of new 

aliyah files from France: 6,053 compared to 2,475 in 2019.

The Jewish Agency’s Aliyah Global Call Center, which 

operates with the support of the Ministry of Aliyah and 

Integration, received more than 14,000 calls in 2020 from 

people interested in immigrating to Israel from France. Data 

shows that in the last decade, a record number of 39,592 

people made aliyah from France out of a total of 125,000 

French immigrants to Israel since the establishment of the 

country in 1948. Twenty percent of the French olim were un-

der the age of 18; 31% were between the ages of 18 and 

35; 12% were between 36 and 50; 15% were between 51 

and 65; and the rest were older than 65.

The group of French olim from the past decade has 

included 404 doctors—among them 22 surgeons, 10 anes-

thesiologists, 24 gynecologists, sports doctors, nutritional 

rehabilitation doctors, neurologists—in addition to 74 op-

tometrists, 238 opticians, 77 journalists, 317 lawyers, 102 

legal professionals, 281 accountants and 12 film producers.

About 11,000 of the immigrants live in Netanya, 6,700 

in Jerusalem and 6,500 in Tel Aviv, with significant num-

bers also residing in Ashdod, Ra’anana, Hadera, Herzliya, 

Ashkelon and Eilat.

“Aliyah to Israel is the bedrock of Zionism. Ever since 

the days of Abraham and our forefathers, we’ve contend-

ed with disasters, wars, challenges and most recently, a 

global pandemic,” said Jewish Agency acting chairman 

Yaakov Hagoel. “Yet the Jewish people have continued to 

arrive in Israel and be greeted with open arms. This is our 

true home. Today, 160 olim arrived to strengthen us as a 

people and, by doing so, they are fulfilling the dreams of 

being connected to the land of Israel. Welcome home!”

Jewish News Syndicate

160 New Immigrants from France  
Arrive in I srael amid Surge in Aliyah

oup of 160 new French immigrants arrived at Ben Integration received more than 14 000 calls in 2020



Scientists from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem say 

they have identified several drugs that are effective at treating 

COVID-19 as well as potential variants of the virus. 

After placing SARS-CoV-2 (the COVID-19 virus) and hu-

man cells in vitro with several different drugs, the scientists 

discovered that three particular drugs “can protect cells from 

onslaught by the virus with close to 100% effectiveness, mean-

ing that almost 100% of the cells lived despite being infected 

by the virus,” one of the scientists from the lab study told the 

Times of Israel. 

Professor Isaiah Arkin, a biochemist at Hebrew University, 

pointed out that normally “around half the cells would have died 

after two days following contact with the virus.”

After conducting what Arkin described as a needle-in-a-

haystack search through some 3,000 existing medicines to re-

purpose for treatment of COVID-19, the team found three drugs 

that work against the virus and would likely ward off potential 

variants of the virus as well. 

The drugs that tested well in the lab include Darapladib, a 

medicine that treats atherosclerosis, a plaque buildup that can 

block blood flow through the arteries. The other two drugs are 

Flumanitib, which is used to treat blood cancer, and an HIV 

medication. 

These drugs don’t target the spike protein on the virus like 

the Moderna and Pfizer vaccines do, Arkin said. Instead they 

target the envelope protein and the 3a protein, which Arkin said 

usually remain the same between variants of the virus. This is 

good news, meaning the drug treatments could be effective 

against virus mutations, Arkin said. 

The envelope protein was previously dismissed as a target 

for treatment, but the Israeli team pinpointed it as an ion chan-

nel, “a class of proteins that are located in the membranes of all 

organisms, which because of their structure respond particularly 

well to drugs,” the Jerusalem Post reported. 

Having more than one means of battling the pandemic is 

important, Arkin noted. 

“We should never be in a situation where in our arsenal we 

only have one firearm,” he told the Jerusalem Post. “If we only 

have one and we rely solely on it, and there comes a time that it 

fails, we will be in a very precarious situation.”

The lab study, while showing very promising results, has yet 

to be peer reviewed and go through clinical trials. However, the 

drugs themselves have already gone through trials and are avail-

able on the market, which should fast-track the path to potential 

new treatments for COVID-19. 

Kate Norman, Bridges for Peace
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HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS: Bring joy into the lives of people who have suffered 

so much. Partner with us to deliver food and supplies to Holocaust survivors 

to ensure their basic needs are met. More than providing food, we bring joy 

and companionship to these precious people, even including special birthday 

baskets as an extra treat for their special day. 

WIDOWS AND ORPHANS: God is described as a champion of the “fatherless and 

the widow” in Deuteronomy 10:18, and He invites us in Isaiah 1:17 to partner 

with Him to “defend the fatherless” and “plead for the widow.” We help care 

for these people who are often unable to care for themselves. Help us provide 

food parcels to help make ends meet and put food on empty tables. 

FOOD: You can help feed over 22,000 needy Israelis in 40 communities every 

month by supporting our food banks in Jerusalem and Karmiel.

ADOPTION: Sponsor an Israeli individual or family for one year and become per-

sonally connected by exchanging letters. Your gift will provide food, bus tickets, 

financial assistance for special needs and badly needed encouragement.

FEED A CHILD: Change the future for an impoverished Israeli child by providing 

hot lunches at school, birthday and holiday gifts, school books, a backpack 

filled with supplies and funds for special needs (sponsorship program). One-

time gifts allow us to enhance the schools with computer labs, modern play-

grounds, improved facilities and more.

ADOPT AN ISRAELI TOWN: Show compassion to needy families by supporting one 

of 20 Israeli towns that are experiencing severe economic hardship. We work 

with community officials across Israel to ensure that those in need are fed.

PROJECT RESCUE: We help the Jewish people of the Diaspora return to Israel. 

Your financial assistance helps pay for passports, visas, ground transporta-

tion, lodging and more. Thus far we have helped rescue over 97,000 people. 

PROJECT TIKVAH (HOPE): Support the elderly and sick who cannot immigrate to 

Israel. Your gifts fund soup kitchens that provide hot, nutritious meals; heaters 

for the winter season for those living in unheated quarters; emergency medi-

cal assistance and more. 

IMMIGRANT WELCOME GIFTS: Welcome new immigrants to Israel with a large gift 

package that includes a kitchen set of pans and utensils, blankets, school kits 

for children and a 1-volume Hebrew–Russian or 2-volume Hebrew–Spanish 

edition of the Hebrew Scriptures. 

CRISIS ASSISTANCE FUND: Your gifts enable us to respond quickly to crisis 

situations. These may include critical needs, such as bomb shelters, am-

bulances or help for emergency situations, such as terror-motivated arson 

attacks and more. 

HOME REPAIR: Teams of skilled construction workers renovate homes of the 

poor and elderly in dire conditions, fixing leaky plumbing, replacing broken 

windows, painting, plastering, rewiring and installing cabinets. 

VICTIMS OF TERROR: We deliver special cheer baskets to anyone touched by 

terrorism. Special needs, such as wheelchairs, food vouchers and financial 

assistance for medical bills are provided for those in long-term rehabilitation. 

DENTAL/MEDICAL AID: Bring back smiles to the faces of the poor. Israeli health 

insurance does not cover dental care or special medical needs. This fund 

helps the needy cover those expenses. 

Peace
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You will arise  

and have mercy on Zion;  

for the time to favor her,  

yes, the set time, has come.
Psalm 102:13

October 2021  • 33
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ISRAEL & THE CHURCH: 
GOD’S ROAD MAP
Rebecca J. Brimmer & BFP Leaders
The revised edition introduces the He-
braic roots of Christianity and tells the 
story of God’s covenant relationship 
with Israel. Includes study questions. 
Excellent for small group or personal 
study. Also on Kindle in Eng. or Spa. 

ISRAEL TOUR JOURNAL
BFP & MIUD Leadership
Each beautifully designed page 
describes an important biblical site; 
offers spiritual application, modern 
life lessons and Scripture verses; and 
provides a place to chronicle thoughts 
and reactions, creating memories that 
will last forever.

LOVING GOD: THE ANSWER 
FOR A TROUBLED WORLD
Rebecca J. Brimmer
Jesus taught that the greatest 
commandment was to love God with 
all our heart, mind, soul and strength. 
Knowing and loving God enables us 
to love others, the second greatest 
commandment. This book explores how 
Jesus’ truth provides the answers our 
troubled world needs.

SINAI SPEAKS
Dr. Jim Solberg
Rediscover the Torah (Gen.–Deut.) 
and its relevant messages for today 
through this amazing devotional. Enter 
a new realm of Bible study as ancient 
stories with modern applications bring 
you closer to the God of Israel.  
Also on Kindle

HEBRAIC ROOTS: 
THE BIBLE IN CONTEXT
Rebecca J. Brimmer
Our understanding of the Scriptures 
is shaped by our thinking and culture, 
which is quite different from the 
Hebraic background. Concepts that are 
sometimes complex and foreign to our 
Western worldview are explained from 
a Hebraic perspective. Also on Kindle

JOSEPH & MARY: A MODEL 
FOR TODAY’S FAMILY
Cheryl Hauer
A fresh look at the lives of  
Mary and Joseph, gleaned from what 
history tells us of first-century family 
life—a desperately needed model for 
families today. Also on Kindle 

HEBREW TREASURES 
R. Brimmer, C. Hauer, T. Riddering & C. Sprinkle
The 20 word studies found in this hard-
cover gift book are a good beginning 
to understanding the richness of the 
Hebrew language. Well-known scriptural 
texts will come to life in a refreshing new 
light. Also on Kindle

A GENTILE WITH THE 
HEART OF A JEW
Calvin B. Hanson
The life of Dr. G. Douglas Young, 
founder of Bridges for Peace, will 
inspire you to stand with Israel. His 
messages are timeless, his passion 
contagious. Also on Kindle 

FORGOTTEN PATRIOT
THE STORY OF HAYM SALOMON
David Allen Lewis
Perhaps no one did as much to help 
establish the United States as Haym 
Salomon—a forgotten hero who gave 
everything for the cause of freedom. 

2 3
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6 7 8

9 10
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4
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7 8

9 10

SCRIBES & SCHOLARS
A CHILDREN’S INTRODUCTION TO THE LANGUAGE OF THE BIBLE 
Cheryl Hauer  
Learn about the Hebrew language: write it, speak it, mix your own ink 
and make a biblical scroll. Includes fun activities and 40 Hebrew flash 
cards. (Ages 11–14) 

11
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Children’s Books

12 ISRAEL: THE LAND AND THE 
PEOPLE
Cheryl Hauer  
Through puzzles, games, crafts and 
other activities, children will learn 
about Israel’s land, people, food and 
language…and have fun doing it!  
(Ages 7–12) 32 pages

CELEBRATE WITH ISRAEL  
HOLIDAY COLORING BOOK
Children will experience the joy and 
excitement of Israel’s festival cycle 
through our holiday coloring book, a 
great introduction to life in Israel.  

14
TRIBES OF ISRAEL 
Cheryl Hauer  
Well-known Bible stories come alive 
as your children read about the tribal 
lifestyle of the patriarchs. The book 
includes activities that will enrich their 
understanding. (Ages 11–14) 

15

THE BLESSING
Carolin Sadler
Join a Jewish family as they joyfully 
share their Shabbat (Sabbath) traditions. 
The fourth commandment will become 
personal as your family learns to experi-
ence God’s rest. (Ages 7–12)  

13

REPENT THE DAY  
BEFORE YOU DIE
A 40-DAY DEVOTIONAL JOURNEY 
Rebecca J. Brimmer & Cheryl Hauer
• Suggested homework activities to 

enhance the journey 
• Daily Scripture readings and accompa-

nying prayer points 
• Spiral bound journal

2
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ORDER ONLINE
visit bridgesforpeace.com

NOW IN SPANISH,
both on Kindle 

and hard copy
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Institute of
May 15–28, 2022

StudiesISRAEL

• Learn about Jewish–Christian com-
munication in today’s political climate

• Explore Bridges for Peace’s work

• Learn how to talk about Israel and the 
Middle East confidently

• Travel to HaGoshrim Resort in north-
ern Israel 

• Hear about Jewish family values,  the 
geographical history of Israel and 
the Ten Lost Tribes

• Find out how to connect with the 
Church, the Jewish people and 
younger generations

• Visit a farm in Judea and enjoy a 
Jewish worship experience

• Gain understanding about the Palestin-
ian propaganda and life under Hamas

• Relate to the Torah (Gen.–Deut.) in a 
new way

Gain an in-depth 

knowledge, 

understanding and 

hands-on experience 

of the Land of Israel. 

*Contact your national office for more information.

Through this two-week intensive learning 

seminar, you will place your finger firmly on 

the pulse of Israel, a country and people 

chosen by God to fulfill His purposes and 

promises and reveal His character to the 

nations. The lecturers are all experts in 

their field and include politicians, religious 

leaders, professors and Christian leaders.
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May 15–28, 2022

StudiesISRAEL
Through this two-week intensive learning 

seminar, you will place your finger firmly on 

the pulse of Israel, a country and people 

chosen by God to fulfill His purposes and 

promises and reveal His character to the 

nations. The lecturers are all experts in 

their field and include politicians, religious 

leaders, professors and Christian leaders.

Gain an in-depth 

knowledge, 

understanding and 

hands-on experience 

of the Land of Israel. 

O

• Learn about Jewish–Christian communication in 
today’s political climate

• Explore Bridges for Peace’s work

• Learn how to talk about Israel and the Middle 
East confidently

• Travel to luxurious HaGoshrim Resort in north-
ern Israel 

• Hear about Jewish family values, the geographi-
cal history of Israel and the Ten Lost Tribes

• Find out how to connect with the Church, the 
Jewish people and younger generations

• Visit a farm in Judea and enjoy a Jewish wor-
ship experience

• Gain understanding about the Palestinian propa-
ganda and life under Hamas

• Relate to the Torah (Gen.–Deut.) in a new way

*Contact your national office for more information.
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"Oh, taste 
and see

 that the 
LORD

is good..."

- PSALM 34:8a
(NKJV)

Open positions:

-Administrative Assistant

-Food Bank Floor Workers

-Home Repair Team

-Web Developer

-Zealous8:2 Administrative Assistant

For more information, turn to page 28 or 
visit our website.

CCOOMMEE  JJOOIINN  OOUURR  VVOOLLUUNNTTEEEERR  TTEEAAMM  IINN  IISSRRAAEELL!!
MMaakkee  aa  ddiiffffeerreennccee  iinn  tthhee  lliivveess  ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  IIssrraaeell  bbyy  jjooiinniinngg  oouurr  tteeaamm  ooff  iinntteerrnnaa--

ttiioonnaall  vvoolluunntteeeerrss  iinn  tthhee  HHoollyy  LLaanndd..  DDoonn’’tt  jjuusstt  rreeaadd  aabboouutt  bbiibblliiccaall  pprroopphheeccyy——bbeeccoommee

ppaarrtt  ooff  bbrriinnggiinngg  iitt  ttoo  ffrruuiittiioonn  aanndd  sseeeeiinngg  iitt  uupp  cclloossee  iinn  tthhee  LLaanndd  ooff  IIssrraaeell..


