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WHAT IS THE VALUE of a child? To any moral person of con-

science, the answer is infinite value or priceless. A civilization that
does not value children will fail, collapse and perish. A child holds
infinite possibilities for the future. When one looks at a helpless
baby, one naturally wonders what this child is going to accom-
plish in his or her life. That is why the horror of the Holocaust is
compounded to an unimaginable degree when we consider the
terrible fact that the Nazis systematically murdered 1.5 million
children—simply because they were Jewish. The bloodstained
hands of the Third Reich erased a universe of infinite possibilities.

The vulnerability of children will always cause people of deep
conviction to act in order to suppress and eradicate suffering, save
lives, restore hope to families, bring
health to societies and uphold in-
nocence. In fact, Bridges for
Peace has an entire program
called Feed a Child ded-
icated to the provision
and health of needy chil-
dren in Israel. To impact
the lives of children is
to sow into the next
generation, and as an
organization, we are
doing just that for 350
Israeli children from
families trapped in a cy-
cle of poverty.

The purpose of this
teaching letter is not to dive
into topics such as the cor-

I 0 I M PA (I rection of children, rebellious

THE LIVES OF CHILDREN IS T0 SOW children, the difficult reali-
INTO THE NEXT GENERATION. ty of barrenness or parents
who experience the death of
a child, subjects which are
common in the Bible (Genesis 11:30; 15:2; 29:31; Judges 13:2-3;
1 Samuel 1:2 and Luke 1:7). The topic of interest here is God’s sim-
ple and yet complex love for children and what we can learn in this
regard from God'’s relationship with Israel and the Jewish home.
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As a father, | have had the delight
of raising two children—with a third
on the way. | have watched them
develop from crawling and
walking to running, and have
seen them transform from a
babbling infant to a speaking
little human with a flurry of
questions. My children, like
so many others, are resilient
and adaptable. Children are
generally quick learners, soak-
ing up information like sponges.
| was surprised at how swiftly my
own children could show affection,
independence, try to manipulate a sit-
uation, demonstrate anger or frustration and
begin to nurture a love for God. To see life grow in
the womb, then experience birth and the transformation
of growth over years is more than simple biology or natural
human development; it’s miraculous, mysterious and supernatural.

WHAT DOES GOD SAY!

What is the value of a child? | would say they have absolute val-
ue from conception onward because we are created in the image
of God (Gen. 1:27). But how would God answer this question? Let’s
examine several key Scriptures. After the creation of man and wom-
an, God commands them to be “fruitful and multiply” (Gen. 1:28).
Children are the God-given solution to the expansion and health of
the human race. Children effectively conjure up the image of boun-
tiful fruit on a healthy tree. Psalm 127:3 declares “children are a
heritage...” while Psalm 139:13-14 describes a child as “formed”
and “covered” in the “mother's womb” and “wonderfully made.”
Proverbs hails the generations of children as “the crown of old men”
(17:6), teaches that a “child is known by his deeds” (20:11) and in-
structs us to “train up a child” (22:6). The intimate language of God
forming the child in the womb—a wonderful creation, the impor-
tance of caring for and teaching children, rather than the neglect
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or carelessness of parenting, reflects the obvious and
infinite love God has for these little ones.

For Christians, we see John call believ-
ers in Jesus (Yeshua) “children of God” y g
(1 John 3:2), which likens the indi- { ey
vidual who possesses faith to an
innocent and vulnerable child
before God as Father. To be
described as a “child” (chil-
dren) of God immediately
places this passage into
a family context of adop-
tion and intimacy (Gal. 3).
We also see the famous
passage where Jesus
lays His hands upon the
children and Dblesses
them (Matt. 19:13-15)
with what many scholars
believe to be the Aaronic
Blessing (Num. 6:24-26).
Finally, we see a warn-
ing given by Jesus against
those who would cause “one
of these little ones who believe
in Me to sin” (Matt. 18:6), and that
it would be better for the perpetrator
to have a millstone tied around his neck
and drowned in the sea than the wrathful
judgment that awaits him. God’s love for chil-
dren is immense and cannot truly be measured apart
from Him.

[SRAEL AS GOD'S CHILDREN

In the Tanakh (OT), the nation of Israel is compared to chil-
dren. The title “children of Israel” occurs 577 times in the Tanakh
and another 14 times in the Writings of the Apostles (NT), for a
total of 591 times in the entire Bible. The sheer number makes
it clear that God as Father views Israel as His children. We see
in Scripture that God’s desire, like that of a good father, was to
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protect, instruct and teach His children, provide security in the
Land of Israel and provide and care for them as their Shepherd.
However, God Himself as Father upholds His own Word. It
remains true that a child should be trained, known by his

or her deeds, held accountable, corrected, instructed
and so forth. Israel rebelled and embraced things
of a nature foreign to their Father, like idols. God
brought correction and discipline—but not to the
extent where He would permanently cast them
out and reject them as His children. What fa-
ther would do such a thing? He remains the
God of Israel and is faithful to His covenant

(Gen. 17:7, Rom. 11:29).

Both this language of love for Israel as
well as the message of tough love are found
frequently in Scripture. Moses instructed the
people to teach their children to fear the Lord
(Deut. 4:10) and hear His words, knowing full

well that the health of the nation was deter-
mined by their closeness to God. Centuries
later, when the nation had strayed from the Lord
and judgment was coming, the prophet Joel
reminded the people to pass down instruction
to their children of why judgment was approach-
ing in order to bring the people back to God (1:3).
In Moses’s stirring words to Israel in Deuteronomy 32,
the nation is compared
to the offspring of an
eagle, likened to God,
(H“_DR[N AR[ A ()Iﬂ- where the mother eagle
FROM GOD AND ARE AN EXPRESSION OF HIS BLESSING. stirs up the nest, hovers
over her young, takes
them upon her wings
and teaches them how to fly. As Jesus (Yeshua) weeps over the
future destruction of Jerusalem, He compares the city’s inhabi-
tants to “children” and expresses His desire to gather them “as
a hen gathers her chicks under her wings” (Matt. 23:37). These
passages come from a heart of love, which complements the
parent—child imagery found in Scripture for God’s relationship
with Israel and His everlasting covenant (Ps. 105:8-11).
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In his book, Our Father Abraham: Jewish Roots of the Christian
Faith, Marvin R. Wilson writes: “Children are a gift from God and
are an expression of his blessing.” He goes on to say:

“Sociologists and family counselors have long made
the Jewish home an object of study and emulation...No
family, Jewish or Christian, is immune to stress...But over
the hundreds of years which stretch back
to Bible times, the Jewish home has
remained a bastion of strength.”

The Jewish home has been central
to the Jewish community, especially
in the Diaspora (the Jewish popu-
lation outside Israel), keeping the
Jewish people alive, resisting as-
similation and protecting them
from the eventuality of fading
into oblivion over the last two
millennia. The reason for their
survival has been their faith, par-
ticularly modelled in the home.
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THE HOME

15 MORE IMPORTANT THAN THE SYNAGOGUE.

The degree of importance
of the nuclear family is found
in Wilson’s statement: “Foun-
dational to all theory on the biblical concept of fam-
ily is the Jewish teaching that the home is more important than
the synagogue.” The family is where faith begins, and the role
of the parent in the life of the child cannot be taken for granted.
It is vital to the health of the community. Children must honor
their parents (Exod. 20:12), which leads to peace in the home,
a God-honoring structure of unity and the chance for parental
instruction to affect matters of life and biblical faith.

Wilson concludes: “Though hardly exempt from problems,
the Jewish home has good reason for its survival. The home has
had stability and permanency because the traditions and values
of the home have brought self-understanding and direction to
its members.” Like a ripple effect, it has cemented the Jewish
people together and aided in their survival.
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It is, however, about more than simply surviving. Faith in the
God of the Bible gives purpose, meaning, significance and value
to the individual and the nation. When one looks at the Jewish
home and how they cherish children, the chance for all other
people to learn and model such behavioral truths is immense.
Take the centrality of Sabbath observance, for example.

In Abraham Joshua Heschel’s book, The Sabbath, he writes:

“The meaning of the Sabbath is to celebrate time rath-
er than space. Six days a week we live under the tyranny of
things of space; on the Sabbath we try to become attuned
to holiness in time. It is a day on which we are called upon to
share in what is eternal in time, to turn from the results of cre-
ation to the mystery of creation; from the world of creation
to the creation of the world.”

Immersed in this “holiness in time” are the children
of the family. Concerning the Sabbath, Wilson
remarks: “When the father arrives home
from praying in synagogue he custom-
arily blesses his sons and daughters.
Putting his hands on the heads of his
children, he recites this blessing for
his sons: ‘May God make you like
Ephraim and Manasseh.” For his
daughters he prays: ‘May God make
you like Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel,
and Leah.”

Following this comes the Aaronic

Blessing. Every Sabbath, the father of
the household physically lays his hands
on the heads of his children and blesses them.
Imagine how it would change our countries if fathers blessed their
children on a weekly basis. Even if only 25% of parents gave such
a weekly blessing, the positive effects would be astronomical.
What a magnificent reflection of love poured over children every
week, reminding them that they belong to God and that they have
identity, value and purpose in this life.

The reality is that | have barely scraped the surface concerning
God'’s love for children. It is profoundly deep and endlessly wide.
Both faith traditions—Judaism and Christianity—have sought to
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preserve a healthy home life, build up the community, raise re-
sponsible children and demonstrate the love of God to children
as godly parents. The common foundational approach of shared
heritage comes from the love of the Bible and how we view God as
Father. Although people who reject these values are eroding them
within our culture, the survival of biblical faith largely rests upon
understanding God’s love for children and projecting that love into
the lives of the family. Let us pour into our children the blessing
and legacy that God intended.
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TERMINOLOGY:

Many of our readers are seasoned supporters of Israel while others are just beginning to understand the
importance of standing with God’s chosen nation; some prefer the use of Hebrew names and terms, while
others are comfortable with more traditional Christian terminology. Because we want to show respect to all
of our readers while providing an enjoyable educational experience, we are making every effort to use both
terms whenever possible. The following are some of the most common examples:

e Jesus (Yeshua)

e Tanakh (Old Testament or OT) — Tanakh is an acronym used in Judaism which stands for Torah,
Neviim or Prophets and Ketuviim or Writings.

e \Writings of the Apostles (New Testament or NT)

e TJorah (Gen.—Deut.)
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