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The Jewish people are no strangers to demonization based on
falsehoods. Although medieval libels have evolved to stay in step
with the times, the slanders have
simply morphed into more modern
editions of the same accusation.
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Israel as a place of war, explosions, stabbings, terror attacks
and killing. Yet the reality on the
ground is very different from what
people see in the media.
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BFP in Action

Don’t Be

TROUBLED
I LOVE THE WORDS of Jesus in

John 14:27: “Peace I leave with
you, My peace I give to you;
not as the world gives do I give
to you. Let not your heart be
troubled, neither let it be afraid.”
In the midst of troubling times,
uncertain futures, sickness and
want, our hope is in our Lord.
In the book of Exodus, we
read of a dark time for the Israelite
people. They had once been
favored in Egypt because of
Joseph, but a new leader arose
who didn’t know about Joseph
and didn’t care about him. He
enslaved the people, treated
them cruelly and then attempted to kill all the newborn boys.
Fortunately, God raised up two
midwives who refused to kill
the babies. These God-fearing
midwives made decisions for
righteousness that saved many
lives, including the life of Moses,
who became one of the greatest biblical leaders. Were their
hearts troubled by the risks involved? Were they troubled by
the terrible situation? Probably,
but it didn’t stop them from
doing what was right. This has
challenged my thinking. How am
I reacting to the difficult times we
live in? What am I doing today
that has eternal implications?
Which decisions am I making
that can save lives?

DEPRESSION
As we move around in Israeli society, we are seeing an
increase in depression. Many have lost hope as they lost
loved ones, jobs and security. Suicides have increased.
Those in the lower income brackets have become desperate. Elderly people are lonely. Immigrants can’t find jobs.

LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE
Jesus also said: “Let your light so shine before men,
that they may see your good works and glorify your Father
in heaven” (Matt. 5:16). When times are dark, light shines
brighter. Now is the time for all followers of the Lord to
act with His character and lovingly reach out with practical
assistance to those who suffer around us. At Bridges for
Peace, this is our heart. As we provide food to the needy
and computers to children who must join their classes
virtually, care for the elderly and lend assistance to those
making aliyah (immigration to Israel), we are aware that our
attitude is vitally important.
We helped 250 Bnei Menashe (Sons of Manasseh) immigrants come home to Israel from India. Now we will help
with their needs as they are established in their new land.
Other immigrants we helped are arriving from the lands of
the former Soviet Union and even South America.

250
Bnei Menashe
arrived in
Jerusalem.

Alexei and Olga made aliyah with their sons, Deniel
and Nik, in the midst of the pandemic. They are a young
family. Alexei is a businessman and they had a good life
in Ukraine. After visiting relatives in Israel, they fell in love
with this country. Alexei says, “The quarantine, which was
announced in March,
helped us to make our
decision on repatriation. After the borders
with other countries were closed,
we were ‘stuck’ in
Kiev without the opportunity to travel as
we used to. So, this
departure is a salvation for us—we don’t
plan to return to
Ukraine. Project Rescue helped us collect
the necessary documents before our
consular check and
gave us a lot of ad- Alexei, Olga, Deniel and Nik
vice. They also took
us to the airport with all our luggage. It’s amazing to us that
there are people who help others these days. I am in business and I know that we do everything for profit. But you do
good things for no payment and for me this is a real miracle!
I’m used to being asked for money everywhere and no one
has ever offered me any help before. Thank you so much for
your care. Thanks for treating us with such warmth, sympathy and understanding. After experiencing this, I also have
the desire to help others in need!”
Our good deeds have brought light to this family.

IT’S OUR CHOICE
We can choose to wring our hands and worry as we
see events around us, or we can choose to react with faith
in God evidenced by righteous action. The midwives Shiprah and Puah chose life and through their action, Moses’s
life was spared. He went on to lead the people from bondage to freedom. Every righteous action has the same potential for far-reaching benefit and blessing. Let’s choose
to show God’s love to those who are troubled, needy and
lonely. Through our work in Israel, God’s light is shining in
the darkness.
We are only able to do this because you are partnering
with us. Requests for assistance are increasing. People
need food. They also need to know that they are not alone.
Your gift, small or large, is a blessing that brings life, love
and hope to the people of Israel.
We are praying for you that you will experience God’s
love, protection and encouragement today. Let not your
heart be troubled!
Blessings from Israel,
Rebecca J. Brimmer
International President and CEO
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Signs of the Times

Iran Can Enrich Enough Uranium for a
Bomb within Four Months
ACCORDING TO THE IDF [Israel Defense Forces] Military

Intelligence Directorate’s annual threat assessment report,
the Islamic Republic can enrich enough uranium to make
one bomb within four months.
Iran currently has 1,300 kilograms [2,866 lbs.] of uranium enriched to 4% and 17 kilograms [37.4 lbs.] enriched to
20%. In order to manufacture a single nuclear device, Iran
will need 40 kilograms [88 lbs.] of uranium enriched to 90%.
The Iranians have not pressed on with their nuclear
project since the assassination of key nuclear scientist
Mohsen Fakhrizadeh, which was attributed to Israel, as
they have not found a replacement for him yet. However,
Tehran is breaching the 2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action nuclear agreement.
In addition, the IDF estimates that Iran-backed Hezbollah and other terrorist groups will likely initiate more
“limited offensives” against Israel over the coming year.
Such offensives would have to be carried out without
harm to Israeli civilians, which would likely lead to Israel
escalating the conflict. To this end, Hezbollah has trained
a special “shock unit.”
Despite an initial interruption caused by the coronavirus pandemic, Israel’s enemies, most of which are suffering from severe economic, social and public health crises,
have barely diverted any of their efforts from rearmament

and force build-up. This applies to Iran and its proxies
in Syria, Iraq and Yemen; Hamas and Palestinian Islamic
Jihad (PIJ) in Gaza and Hezbollah in Lebanon.
In general, the IDF believes that its campaign against
Iranian entrenchment in Syria—or the so-called “war between wars”—has successfully countered Iran’s goal of
establishing a significant military presence in Syria, but
has not prevented the regime in Tehran from pressing on
with those efforts anyway.
The IDF believes that due to its successes against
Iran in Syria, the Islamic Republic has pivoted toward
enhancing its already robust military presence in Iraq
and Yemen, from which its proxies can launch attacks
on Israel using long-range missiles or armed drones.
These more advanced and powerful weapons are easier to
smuggle into Iraq and Yemen than Syria or Lebanon, but the
greater range also gives Israel more time to defend itself.
On the Palestinian front, although Hamas is seeking a
long-term cease-fire arrangement with Israel, the current
quiet on the Gaza border is very fragile. Hamas and PIJ will
continue solidifying their power in Gaza, with an emphasis
on their rocket arsenals, while trying to silence those calling for attacking Israel.
Excerpt from an article by Lilach Shoval,
Israel Hayom via JNS

IDF Gears Up for Large-scale Drill
Simulating All-out War
FOR THE FIRST TIME in its 73-year history, the Israel
Defense Forces (IDF) is gearing up for a massive, monthlong drill simulating a full-scale war involving all branches
of the military.

Representatives from the cabinet, Defense Ministry,
National Emergency Management, Foreign Ministry and
other security services have been appointed to observe
and evaluate.

The exercise—meant to sharpen the IDF’s “readiness
and ability” to face a multi-front assault on a battlefield
extending from the Gaza Strip in the south to the northern
border with Syria and Lebanon—marks the military’s first
foray into a drill of this size and scope.

The IDF said the main goal of the exercise is to ensure
that Israel’s fighting force remains prepared to defend the
country and its people from all threats at all times, and to
test new plans and strategies implemented by IDF Chief of
Staff Aviv Kochavi.

“During the month, all aspects of combat will be simulated—from multidimensional defense to limiting the threat
of projectiles and denying victories for the enemy, while
conducting a series of multi-faceted barrages to strike enemy weaponry, headquarters, training camps, infrastructure and command-and-control centers,” the IDF said.

However, Israel’s defense commentators also interpreted the announcement of the drill as an important
message to Iran and its terror proxies perched on Israel’s
borders: Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad in Gaza,
and perhaps more importantly, Hezbollah in Lebanon.

The drill will involve both conscripted and reserve units
from every regional command, branch and directorate,
simulating scenarios “in the air, at sea and on land.”
6 • DISPATCH from JERUSALEM

Although the exact date and nature of the exercise are
still to be determined pending coronavirus restrictions, the
war games are slated to take place in the summer.
Ilse Strauss, Bridges for Peace

Israel’s Poverty Rate
Rises

as Standard of Living
Crashes

ISRAEL’S POVERTY RATE has increased while the standard of living has dipped
significantly throughout 2020 due to the coronavirus crisis and the consequent
three national closures.

Since the outbreak of the pandemic in Israel in March 2020, the number of
citizens living below the poverty line has increased by 7%, accompanied by a
significant 4.4% decrease in the nation’s standard of living.
The current drop in living standards in Israel is the most significant the country
has endured since the economic crisis of 2008 and is 23% worse.
The number of people living under the poverty line dropped slightly to
1,980,309, compared to more than 2 million in 2019. These figures are not necessarily encouraging since the poverty line is defined by the average standard of
living, which has dropped considerably in the past year.
Among Israel’s Jewish population, 1,277,477 people are living under the poverty line, 560,882 of which are children.
The average monthly income of families decreased by 11% to NIS 13,627
[US $4,157.63], compared to NIS 15,274 [US $4,660.13] in 2019.
Eli Cohen, CEO of Pitchon Lev, said: “For years we have been arguing that poverty is the scourge [of Israel], a state of affairs that is expanding to new audiences.”
“The lower part of the middle class has fallen into poverty. The only thing that
curbs this catastrophe is government payments. Government payments will stop
in the near future while the decline in living standards will remain,” added Cohen.

Help Us Help Israel
Three national lockdowns have plunged many Israelis into need from which
they see no escape. Bridges for Peace continues to receive additional calls for
help. We want to answer every call. With the help of Christians around the world,
we can come alongside these Israelis, meeting their basic need for sustenance
through regular food parcels. Will you donate today to help show the people God
calls the “apple of His eye” (Zech. 2:8) the love and support of Christians?
Excerpt from an article by Gad Lior, Ynetnews
April 2021 • 7
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Archaeology in Review

Remains from Second Temple Period
Unearthed at Gethsemane
A 2,000-YEAR-OLD RITUAL BATH

which dates from
the time of Jesus (Yeshua) was discovered at Gethsemane
by the Israel Antiquities Authority (IAA) archaeologists.
Impressive remains of a Byzantine church were also
uncovered in the Kidron Valley at the foot of the modern
Church of Gethsemane (also known as the Church of the
Agony or the Church of All Nations).
Father Francesco Patton, Custos [Custodian] of the
Holy Land, said: “Gethsemane is one of the most important
sanctuaries in the Holy Land, because in this place the
tradition remembers the confident prayer of Jesus and His
betrayal and because every year millions of pilgrims visit and
pray in this place. Even the latest excavations conducted
on this site have confirmed the antiquity of the Christian
memory and tradition linked to the place, and this is very
important for us and for the spiritual meaning connected
with the archeological findings.”
The development work at Gethsemane includes a visitors’ center and an underground tunnel that will link the
church to the Kidron Valley. When the workmen encountered ancient remains, the IAA began a salvage excavation
at the site, directed by Amit Re’em and David Yeger and with
the assistance of the Studium Biblicum Franciscanum.
The Church of Gethsemane was built between 1919–
1924 on the spot where Christian tradition holds that Jesus
was betrayed. According to Christian belief, Jesus prayed
here in the garden of Gethsemane on the night before the
crucifixion (Matt. 26:36).
While digging the new visitors’ tunnel, a few meters
away from the modern church, workers were surprised to
discover an underground cavity, which was identified as a
Second Temple period ritual bath.
Re’em, the Jerusalem district archaeologist for the
IAA, explained, “The discovery of the ritual bath probably

confirms the place’s ancient name, Gethsemane. Most
ritual baths from the Second Temple period have been
found in private homes and public buildings, but some
have been discovered near agricultural installations and
tombs, in which case the ritual bath is located in the open.
The discovery of this bath, unaccompanied by buildings,
probably attests to the existence of an agricultural industry
here 2,000 years ago—possibly producing oil or wine. The
Jewish laws of purification obliged workers involved in oil
and wine production to purify themselves. The discovery of
the ritual bath may therefore hint at the origin of the place’s
ancient name, Gethsemane (Gat Shemanim or ‘oil press’),
a place where ritually pure oil was produced near the city.”
The excavation also unearthed remains of a previously
unknown church that was founded at the end of the Byzantine period (sixth century AD) and continued to be used during the Umayyad period (eighth century AD). Yeger noted,
“It is interesting to see that the church was being used, and
may even have been founded at the time when Jerusalem
was under Muslim rule, showing that Christian pilgrimages
to Jerusalem continued during this period as well.”
Excerpt from a press release by the IAA
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Trove of Ancient Coins Discovered
A RARE COIN HOARD

from the Abbasid period, dating around 1,100 years ago, was
uncovered by a group of youths volunteering before their army service in an archaeological
excavation carried out by the Israel Antiquities Authority (IAA).
According to the directors of the excavation, Liat Nadav-Ziv and Dr. Elie Haddad of the
IAA: “The hoard, deliberately buried in the ground in a clay jar, contained 425 gold coins, most
of which date to the Abbasid period. The person who buried this treasure 1,100 years ago must
have expected to retrieve it, and even secured the vessel with a nail so that it would not move.
We can only guess what prevented him from returning to collect this treasure. Finding gold
coins, certainly in such a considerable quantity, is extremely rare. We almost never find them
in archeological excavations, given that gold has always been extremely valuable, [and is
usually] melted down and reused from generation to generation. The coins, made of pure
gold, were found in excellent condition, as if buried the day before. Their finding may indicate
that international trade took place between the area’s residents and remote areas.”
According to Dr. Robert Kool, a coin expert at the IAA: “The coins are made of pure gold—
24 carats. The total weight of the hoard is about 845 grams [30 oz] of pure gold, a significant
amount of money in those days. For example, with such a sum, a person could buy a luxurious
house in one of the best neighborhoods in Fustat, the enormous wealthy capital of Egypt in those days.
From an initial examination of the coins, most of them date to the end of the ninth century AD. During
this period, the region was part of the vast Abbasid Caliphate, stretching from Persia in the east to North
Africa in the west, and whose center of government was in Baghdad, Iraq. The hoard consists of full gold
dinars, but also, what is unusual, it contains about 270 small gold cuttings, pieces of gold dinars cut to
serve as ‘small change.’”
The cutting of gold and silver coins was a regular feature of the monetary system in Islamic countries
after the 850s, with the sudden disappearance of bronze and copper coins.
One of the cuttings is an exceptional rare piece, never found in excavations in Israel: a fragment
of a gold solidus of the Byzantine emperor Theophilos (AD 829–842), minted in the empire’s capital of
Constantinople. The appearance of this small Byzantine coin fragment in an Islamic coin hoard is
rare material evidence of the continuous connections (war, trade) between the two rival empires
during this period.
Excerpt from a press release by the IAA
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Libels, Lies and Deceit

The Modern Twist on an Ancient Smear
THE TRAGIC TALE TUGGED at the heartstrings of
readers the world over. It painted a pitiful picture
of the plight of two neighboring families, both exposed to the ravages of a terrible plague with but
one cure. Sadly, one of the families—a brutal, tyrannical type—controlled the cure, and chose to dispense the life-saving remedy to its own members
while cruelly withholding it from the other.
Those who heard the tale seethed in outrage,
hopping onto every conceivable soapbox to tar,
feather and malign the oppressor—and for good reason. One did, after all, need no affiliation with either
family or prefer one over the other to condemn the
jarring injustice—simply some general compassion
for humanity. Soon public officials got involved, lending their voices to the chorus of ire until, finally, the
world resounded with reproach, and the tyrannical
family was condemned for its dastardly deeds.
The crusade would have been justified, applauded even—had the tale been true. But it wasn’t.
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THE LATEST SLANDER
In January, Jerusalem emerged as the world leader in vaccinating its population against COVID-19, far outstripping the
rest of the developed world. Yet instead of focusing on Israel’s
rapid response, extraordinary efficiency and impressive organization skills—if nothing else—the international media employed
the record-setting vaccine drive as proof of the Jewish state’s
perfidy. Israel’s alleged crime? Inoculating its own citizens while
supposedly denying the Palestinians the life-saving cure.
In what seemed like a race between media outlets to see
who could fire the most lethal shot at the Jewish state, the
Guardian led the charge with “Palestinians excluded from Israeli
Covid vaccine rollout as jabs go to settlers,” effectively presenting Israel as a racist, apartheid state. The Public Broadcasting
Service’s News Hour wasn’t far behind with “Palestinians left
waiting as Israel is set to deploy COVID-19 vaccine,” while the
Washington Post proclaimed that “Israel is starting to vaccinate,
but Palestinians may have to wait months.” For its part, CNN
charged that vaccination rates highlight the “stark differences
between Israelis and Palestinians.”

Soon NGOs, world bodies and representatives
of congress leapt onto the Israel-bashing bandwagon, with the UN, Human Rights Watch, Amnesty
International and the World Health Organization
(WHO) lending their voices to the chorus of ire—and
ultimately whipping hundreds of thousands into a
misguided frenzy—until, finally, the world resounded
with reproach, and Israel was once again cast in the
role of tyrannical oppressor.

The international media chose to ignore these
facts, just as they glossed over the so-called
“cash-strapped PA” spending millions of dollars on the salaries of terrorists who maimed and
murdered Israelis, money that could have bought
vaccines for every single Palestinian.

WHEN FACTS ARE OVERRATED

NOTHING NEW UNDER THE SUN

Meanwhile, even a superficial review of the facts
proves these charges ludicrous. From the start of the
inoculation drive, Israel has vaccinated its population
across the entire spectrum of demographics, with
kippah-wearing Jews and keffiyeh-wearing Arabs—all
of whom enjoy the same healthcare benefits—sitting
down for the shot side by side. In fact, with neighboring countries like Lebanon campaigning against
the vaccination of “foreigners”—mainly referring to
Palestinians living in the Lebanese Republic—Israel
has vaccinated more Palestinians than any other Arab
country, explains Arab Muslim scholar Bassam Tawil.
But what about Palestinians who are not Israeli
citizens or residents? The simple truth is that Israel
doesn’t administer or govern the daily lives of the
Palestinians in Gaza or the Palestinian Authority (PA)
administered parts of Judea and Samaria. Moreover,
the 1993 Oslo Accords state that the Palestinians,
not Israel, hold control of the “powers and responsibilities in the sphere of health”—including vaccination—for its people in Gaza and Judea and Samaria.
This begs the question: why are the voices baying
for Israel to vaccinate Palestinians who are not Israeli
citizens failing to call on the US to inoculate the Canadians or the Germans to jab the French?
Further contradicting the smear
campaign is the fact that Israel did
offer assistance—which the PA
rejected—choosing to depend
on the Russians and the WHO
for vaccines. The PA even publically acknowledged this fact,
only changing its tune recently
when given the opportunity to
play the victim in front of a sympathetic international audience.
Moreover, Israel did share some
of its vaccine supply with the PA,
sending thouands of doses to inoculate Palestinian health workers, and opened its hospitals to
Palestinian coronavirus patients.

But why let the truth interfere with a good Israel
bashing session, especially if the lie has the potential to morph into something more sinister?

According to Jonathan S. Tobin, editor-inchief of the Jewish News Syndicate, the latest
smear campaign goes beyond uninformed journalists doing an incompetent job. The accusation that Israel withholds a life-saving cure from
the Palestinians breathes new life into an ancient
blood libel.
The Jewish people are no strangers to demonization based on falsehoods. Although medieval libels and slanders have evolved to stay in
step with the times, graduating from the accusation that Jews slaughter Christian children to use
their blood in unleavened bread for Passover, the
smears have simply morphed into more modern
editions of the same accusation. Poisoning the
wells to cause the Black Death made way for
Jewish financiers unleashing COVID-19 to control a world in chaos, and the blood of Christian
babes made way for Israeli soldiers harvesting
the organs of Palestinian prisoners. The vaccine libel also joins the ranks of, among others,
mass child slaughter, the Jenin “massacre,” using white phosphorus and committing other
“chemical atrocities,” perpetrating “war crimes,”
stealing and illegally occupying Palestinian lands
and targeting civilians with impunity. While these
accusations have been refuted, they continue to
linger as truth in the hearts and minds of millions
who essentially judge and condemn Israel based
on misinformation. In that we see a tragic example—and a dire warning—of history repeating itself. Just like the ancient blood libels and slanders
sought to sanction the annihilation of the Jewish people
in generations gone by, these
modern libels are once again
wielded as a weapon to portray
Israel as inherently evil and thus
deserving of eradication.
Ilse Strauss,
News Bureau Chief
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Israel

A Safe Space

“Is Israel safe?”
“Do you feel safe there?”
“Are you ever afraid?”
These are the questions friends and family ask—
from the day I announced I was moving to Jerusalem
and all throughout the past three years of living in
Israel. In describing what they think of Israel, most
people who have never set foot in the Holy Land
paint the same picture: war, explosions, stabbings, a violent desertscape flowing with blood
and plagued by terror attacks and killing. Yet the
reality on the ground is very different from what
people see in the media.
There certainly have been times throughout its
history amid wars and conflicts with Israel’s neighbors—as well as periods of spiked violence within the
Land during the intifadas (Arabic for “uprising”)—when
traveling in Israel was deemed unwise. Yet despite the
relative calm of the past few years, many Western governments continue to issue travel bans and warnings
against the Jewish state, urging potential visitors to use
extreme caution—especially within the contested biblical heartland of Judea and Samaria. Of course there are
areas today within the tiny nation where travelers should
exercise more caution—but no, Israel is not unsafe, especially compared to other countries with significantly
higher crime rates and violence.

Good News and Bad News
Unfortunately for Israel’s security forces but fortunately for tourists, most of the terror attacks over the
past few years have targeted Israeli soldiers, Border
Police at security checkpoints and police officers. While
tragic attacks against Jewish civilians occur occasionally—most often within Judea and Samaria, the so-called
West Bank—few tourists have been attacked over the
past several years. The last recorded death of a visitor to
Israel took place in 2017.
The Jewish Virtual Library keeps a comprehensive list
of terrorism victims in Israel, recording 11 deaths in 2019.
Five of those deaths were related to rocket attacks from the
Gaza Strip. 2018 saw 13 Israeli fatalities, 12 of which took
place in Judea and Samaria, where tensions run higher—
and four of those 12 victims were uniformed soldiers.
The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) also regularly announces terror attacks it has thwarted, most of which are
targeting IDF soldiers and other security personnel. Very
often, terrorists are neutralized within minutes or seconds
of beginning an attack—because in Israel, there is almost
always a good guy nearby with a gun.

Putting it into Perspective
Don’t let the few acts of terrorism scare you out of visiting the Holy Land. Remember, these attacks are few in
number when taken in context of a tiny country boasting a
population of 9.2 million—nearly 2 million of those people
being Arabs.
Many of the people from Western countries who fear
visiting Israel are actually living in countries with higher
crime rates than the Jewish state. Israel is ranked for crime
index 105 out of 135 countries (with number 1, Venezuela,
being the most crime-ridden and 135, Qatar, being the safest). That makes Israel safer than France, which ranked 47,
the United States, which ranked 56, the UK at 65, Canada
at 82 and Germany at 94.
Interestingly enough, some Israelis who have never
traveled to the US ask if it is safe to visit the Land of the
Free. And from their perspective, it’s a good question. In
2019, the US suffered an estimated 366.7 violent crimes
per 100,000 people, according to the FBI. That same year
only saw one homicide in the city of Jerusalem—a city
with a population of 936,000. Chicago, which boasts 2.71
million residents, saw 492 murders in the same year. That’s
nearly three times Jerusalem’s population and almost 500
times the murder.
The entire nation of South Africa averaged 57.6 murders per day from April 2018 to March 2019, according

to BusinessTech, giving the country a rate of 35.8 homicides per 100,000 people. Even London, a relatively safe
city, saw 149 of its nearly 9 million citizens murdered in
2019. That’s low, but still more than Jerusalem’s one victim
throughout the entire year.

Overcoming Fear
While people are cautioned not to go out after dark
or alone for safety reasons in other places across the
world, the reality in Israel is very different. Walking
around Jerusalem and other Israeli cities late at night, it
is very common to see teenagers chatting on the sidewalk,
unaccompanied kids playing in the park and parents leisurely pushing young children in strollers. If anything, the
biggest threat in this country seems to be insufficient sleep
rather than a terrorist attack.
Israeli residents throughout most of the country go about
their daily lives without fear of danger or violence. The story
is sadly different in Israel’s south, however, near the Gaza
Strip. Residents bordering the terror enclave live in near constant fear of the drone of the Code Red rocket alert siren as
well as the booms of rockets, debris and Israel’s Iron Dome
aerial defense system. Visitors to Israel should certainly
use discretion in planning a trip to the Gaza border region,
though the area does enjoy periods of peace and calm
between flare-ups.
Remember, if anything does go wrong, most Israelis go
through required military service—meaning at any given
moment, there are at least a few people in the crowd who
are not only carrying guns, but went through military and
weapons training. Many attempted attacks are unsuccessful because they are thwarted by nearby soldiers—even
those who are off duty but are still required to carry a gun—
or other citizen vigilantes who are prepared for such a time.

Come and See Us Sometime
The people of Israel make a point to go about their
daily routines and live life to the fullest in order to show the
terrorists they will not be overcome with fear. Follow their
example. Don’t let fear stop you from visiting this beautiful, diverse country. Skip the trip to
Chicago, and come and pray at the
Western Wall, float in the Dead Sea,
hike one of the many beautiful trails
that crisscross the land, and enjoy a
leisurely meal at one of Tel Aviv’s restaurants. This is a safe place.
Kate Norman, BFP Staff Writer
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The

Dark Side
of the Web

The Battle against Anti-Semitism on Social Media
The coronavirus has instigated a new world in which much of daily life is done online: work, shopping, fellowship and for some,
voicing hate. Amid real concern about transparency and double standards, the treatment of Jews and Israel online remains
a disturbing sore spot even as tech giants such as Twitter and
Facebook try to do more to monitor content. Some progress has
been made, but social media companies have not yet effectively
reined in anti-Semitism online. And the results can be deadly.

THE SCOPE
According to reports by the UK-based group Community Security Trust (CST), online anti-Semitism has set a
new record during the first half of 2020. “Social media is
the main location and transmitter of anti-Semitism today,”
said Dave Rich, the head of Policy at CST. “It is where
extremists coordinate their activities and encourage each
other, and where anti-Semites find it easiest to directly target Jewish people with hate.”
In its January–June 2020 anti-Semitism report, CST
recorded 344 online incidents of anti-Semitism—including
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313 on social media—during that six-month period. That
was just slightly less than the 58-incident-per-month
pace for all of 2019 and the most CST has ever recorded
for the first six months of a year. What’s worse, that’s
“only the tiniest tip of the iceberg and does not reflect the
true scale of the problem,” Rich explained. Indeed, this
only reflects incidents reported to the CST where either
the victim or the offender is in the UK, and it treats each
online hate “campaign” as a single incident rather than
tracking every post.

As a simplistic sample of the reality of online hate toward Jews, the Anti-Defamation League (ADL) in the US
published a report in 2020 recording a shocking 5,954
tweets considered “potentially anti-Semitic” sent to 30
Jewish members of the US Congress over the course of a
single month.
At the same time, 2020 could have been much worse,
noted the CST report. With most of public life shut down
in COVID lockdowns, the January–June 2020 CST report
said there was fear that anti-Semitism would spike online.
Instead, it merely continued the disturbing-enough trend
of years past.
Israel’s Diaspora Affairs Ministry, in its annual antiSemitism report summarized by the Jerusalem Post in
January, noted that efforts by social media companies to
police their sites had led to a decline in anti-Semitic posts,
even as it increased online overall in 2020. This included
a 50% drop on Twitter from 2018–2020. Facebook, Twitter
and LinkedIn failed to answer requests for comments for
this article.

THE STRUGGLE
Social media companies like Twitter and Facebook
have made major headlines in the last year over their efforts to crack down on online content. But while they went
so far as to shut down the account of then-US President
Donald Trump for allegedly inspiring trouble, their efforts
in fighting anti-Semitism don’t appear to be as robust. In
the ADL’s 2020 report—which looked at tweets from July
23 to August 22, 2020—7% of the posts used what was
considered “explicitly anti-Semitic language.” However, at
the time of ADL publishing its report more than six weeks
later, Twitter had yet to remove those posts.
Indeed, in late January, multiple anti-Semitic Twitter
posts about “Zionists”—a term used for Israel by the Jewish
state’s enemies—from Iran’s Ayatollah Ali Khamenei could
still be found. While one recent post on the Iranian supreme leader’s feed was blocked at the time of writing this
article—without an explanation aside from it violating Twitter’s guidelines—Twitter has not shut down the account,
even though it says the “fake Zionist regime will perish”
and slams the “filthy Zionist agents of the U.S.”—such as
the “Jewish member of Trump’s family,” referring to thenWhite House advisor Jared Kushner, in response to the
Israel–United Arab Emirates peace deal.
In January, ADL released a report in which they review the approach to Holocaust denial by 10 major social
media entities, including Twitter, Facebook and YouTube,
grading the entities ranging from a top score of A to
a failing F grade. Just one entity, Twitch, received even a
B grade. Twitter and YouTube were among those with C
grades, and Facebook/Instagram received a D. The project, which searched for Holocaust denial and then reported it to the platform’s online content review process, found
that just two of the entities, Twitter and Twitch, even took
action against the Holocaust denial content. Furthermore,
none of the entities explained their reasoning for their

action aside from saying a post either did or did not violate
the platform’s policies. The ADL conclusion, among other
things, was that more transparency from the social media
platforms was needed.
“The main platforms have definitely improved their efforts to remove hate content, including anti-Semitism, but
there is still much work to be done,” Rich said. “A significant
amount of anti-Semitism does not meet their threshold for
removal, and the processes for removing anti-Semitic content don’t always work as well as they should.”

THE SOLUTION
Israeli Knesset [Parliament] Member Michal CotlerWunsh in November 2020 told the Times of Israel that education with social media tags for additional information
on problematic posts, rather than censorship, was the
answer. In the summer of 2020, Chief UK Rabbi Ephraim
Mirvis promoted a two-day boycott of social media in response to Twitter and Instagram failing to address antiSemitism from a popular music artist, according to the
Guardian. Rich said that public pressure such as this
“can help move this debate forward,” but he believes that
“ultimately only government regulation can bring about
the fundamental changes that are necessary.”
The threat is so much more than virtual. The BBC, in
its coverage of the 2019 Yom Kippur massacre in Germany, noted that the murderer was radicalized on the
internet, posted his anti-Semitic ravings online, and even
live-streamed his attack. “Online hate plays a significant,
practical role in the glorification, encouragement and organization of
terrorism, whether by jihadists or
neo-Nazis,” Rich warned. “It has
a significant and, at times, deadly
real-world impact and should not be
downplayed.”
Joshua Spurlock,
The Mideast Update
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Out of Zion

Environment

Israeli Researchers Discover

NEW BEE SPECIES
THERE IS NO OVERESTIMATING the impor-

tance of pollinators in our world today. While
crop pollination relies mainly on managed
colonies of the domesticated honey bee
(Apis mellifera), wild, unmanaged pollinators were found to be highly effective, often
critical contributors to pollination services
in natural and agricultural systems. Among
these wild pollinators, native bees are the
most important pollinator group. Recognizing their importance, Israeli researchers
were excited upon the discovery of a new
bee species, particularly in light of decreases in pollinator populations, most notably
bees, in many parts of the world.
In response to the decrease, biologists
have placed habitat preservation and restoration as one of the key tools in protecting
pollinators and biodiversity as a whole. In
the process of ongoing studies on how to
conserve such habitats currently ongoing in
Israel’s Sharon (coastal) region, researchers
were surprised to discover a previously unknown wild bee species.
The Israeli study focused on the impact
of restoration activities of a threatened sand
ecosystem along Israel’s coastal plains.
Large-scale Eucalyptus plantings that took
place in this region in the last decade caused
dramatic changes in habitat characteristics
and decreased local biodiversity.
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Researchers led by Professor Yael Mandelik and PhD candidate Karmit Levy from
the Department of Entomology in the Faculty
of Agriculture, Food and Environment at the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem have spent
the past five years studying the effect of restoration activities and specifically how they
affect the local bee population.
The team found reasons for optimism in the
gradual change following restoration actions.
The researchers recorded another exciting discovery: a new species of bee that had
never before been recorded and that is believed to be unique to sand dunes found on
Israel’s coastal plains.
The name chosen for the species was
Lasioglossum dorchini in tribute to the
Israeli bee researcher Dr. Achik Dorchin from
the Steinhardt Museum of Natural History,
Tel Aviv University.
“Beyond just the professional excitement of discovering a new species that was
previously unknown to science, this finding
has broader applicative value in helping us
better understand bee communities, their
habitat requirements and the pollination services they may provide,” Mandelik said.
Excerpt from a press release by the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Medical

Hope

for Effective Autism Therapeutics
A STUDY CONDUCTED by Professor Sagiv Shifman from the

Life Sciences Institute at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem
[HUJI] and the Center for Autism Research has found that
genes associated with autism tend to be involved in the regulation of other genes and operate preferentially in three areas
of the brain: the cortex; the striatum; and the cerebellum.
The cerebellum is responsible for motor function, and recent findings have indicated that it also contributes to the development of many social and cognitive functions. Based on
these findings, the research team is hopeful this can lead to a
better understanding of the relation between the cerebellum
and autism, and even to new therapies in the future.
The research study published in Nature Communications tested one of the most prominent genes associated
with autism, Pogz. Shifman chose this specific gene based
on prior findings that links it to developmental disorders. In
partnership with Professor Yosef Yarom from the Edmond &
Lily Safra Center for Brain Sciences at HUJI and other laboratories around the world, the research team investigated how
a mutation in the Pogz gene impacted brain development in
mice, specifically the functioning of the cerebellum.
The findings concluded that the mutation led to hypersocial behavior and learning disabilities. The research
team also observed that the genetic mutation affected the

Technology

proliferation of cells in the brain and inhibited the production of new neurons.
While there are presently no effective medicines for
the main symptoms of autism, Yarom believes that this research could be instrumental in developing drugs to directly
change the neural processes in the cerebellum.
“Our work with this specific gene that we know is connected to autism and significantly impacts the functioning
of the brain provide us with considerable hope that we will
be able to develop medicines to assist children with autism,” Shifman said.
“Enhanced understanding of the neurological processes behind autism opens up hope-filled possibilities for new
treatments,” Yoram added.
Excerpt from a press release by the Hebrew University
of Jerusalem

Israeli Camouflage Kit Can Lead to a

“Revolution in the Battlefield”

A NEW CAMOUFLAGE KIT developed by an Israeli surviv-

ability company in cooperation with the Defense Ministry
can lead to a “revolution in the battlefield,” as it enables
frontline soldiers to operate in the vicinity of enemy forces
yet remain out of view.
“Kit 300” was developed by Polaris Solutions using special Thermal Visual Concealment (TVC) material. This led to
the development of a lightweight camouflage sheet that can
also double as a stretcher, Gal Harari, head of the Defense
Ministry’s Detectors and Imaging Branch in the Directorate
of Defense Research and Development stated.
Harari explained that while Israel’s adversaries have
improved their ability to spot IDF [Israel Defense Forces]
soldiers using advanced cameras, until now there has not
been a very large investment in camouflage in Israel.
In the Second Lebanon War of 2006, IDF field units experienced this challenge firsthand, noted Harari. “One of the
personal lessons from combat soldiers on the ground is that
this requires a solution,” he said, describing the motivation of
Polaris Solutions to develop the new product. The company
is made up of IDF personnel who took part in such battles.

The material’s nominal weight also means that units can
“walk with it without sweating too much,” he added.
The technological challenge came in finding the right
material that lets soldiers blend in with nature and that
blocks out their thermal output. The company developed
ultra-strong micro-fibers blended with metals and polymers, creating true mechanical strength.
Every soldier equipped with the sheet also has a lightweight stretcher, allowing for rapid evacuation of the injured
from the field.
The rainproof material also means that units can conduct
an ambush or set up a surveillance point by joining the sheets
together to resemble rocks that blend into the environment.
“Someone staring at them with binoculars from afar will
not see soldiers,” said Harari.
“The breakthrough is in the quality—a very unique technological achievement occurred here.”
Excerpt from an article by Yaakov Lappin, JNS

Dan

Gad

Chagall’s Legacy
in Israel

Joseph

Benjamin
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In the beautiful Judean Hills, there is a place of healing
called Hadassah Hospital Ein Kerem, overlooking the
village where John the Baptist was born.
Since opening its doors in the early 1960s, Hadassah
has been celebrated for its medical advances and
patient care. In 2005, the hospital won the coveted
Nobel Peace Prize for building bridges for peace,
modelling cooperation and coexistence with the Arab
medical community during the Intifada (uprising).
Today, it is a forerunner in the treatment of patients
with COVID-19 and in the clinical trials of an Israelimade vaccine. It also houses the first pediatric unit in
Israel for treating children with the virus.

A Place of Healing
Chai is the Hebrew word for life—the sanctity of
life, the preservation of life and the celebration of life—
expressions of the core Jewish belief that life is sacred
because human beings are made in the image of God.
This spiritual dimension of life was perhaps unusual to
see in the mid-20th century in the context of a center that
deals primarily in scientific and medical interests, but from
its very inception, the architects of Hadassah designed
into it an essential component of healing—a center of faith
called the Abbell Synagogue.
While the synagogue was intended as a quiet place to
pray and meditate for the staff and patients at the hospital,
the vision for its use was much grander. The president of
Hadassah commissioned Marc Chagall, the famed Jewish
artist from France, to fill the space with light and color and
make the synagogue walls a canvas for twelve vibrant
stained-glass windows.

symbology of the Twelve Tribes of Israel. Chagall saw the
Bible as “the greatest source of poetry” and he got his inspiration from within its pages, specifically the blessings of
Jacob over his twelve sons (Gen. 49 and Deut. 33).
Chagall used images signifying the banners that Moses
designated to each Israelite tribe and which flew over their
encampments around the Tabernacle.

The Power of Color
It took Chagall and his assistant two years to complete
the windows. While working on the windows in France, he
developed a technique that allowed him to colorize a pane
of glass with three colors rather than just one.
We know how color affects our moods and sense
of well-being, but Chagall did not seem overly pedantic
about the psychology of color when he created his
windows. As an artist, he seemed to be intuitive, creating
lively drawings of animals, birds and other images, wild
in their joyfulness, suspended in color and timeless in
the centuries separating ancient Israel from the present,
saturated with hues of red, yellow, blue, and green—
shimmering and jewel-like in their vibrancy.
To Chagall, these windows were his “modest gift to the
Jewish people” and his beloved Jerusalem, an expression
of “friendship and peace” among all neighboring peoples.
Dependent on COVID restrictions, you can enjoy
viewing the windows in person at the Abbell Synagogue,
in the central square of the Hadassah Hospital Ein Kerem
complex. Check online for open hours.

Inspired by the Bible
Chagall created a masterpiece in glass unlike anything
found in the grand cathedrals of Europe. He wrote, “For me
a glass is a transparent wall located between my heart and
the heart of the world.” Each wall of the synagogue displays
three windows of stained glass, 11 feet high by 8 feet wide
[3.4 m high by 2.4 m wide], each window depicting the

Kathy DeGagne, BFP Staff Writer
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Israeli Apartheid?

NO WAY!

FOR MANY SOUTH AFRICANS, every discussion of apart-

heid is akin to tearing open an old wound. It was a time in
their history when a system of institutionalized racial segregation and discrimination was implemented, creating a
societal divide that to this day has not been overcome.
Based on a strict legislative framework, the government
at that time imposed laws—governing virtually every area
of life—that were meant to separate whites from other
ethnic populations. Even though apartheid officially came
to an end in the early 1990s in a series of steps that led to
the formation of a democratic government in 1994, South
Africa today still bears the scars of this tragic time in the
nation’s history.
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Unfortunately, the topic still makes headlines, requiring
frequent rehashing of the painful details of what many wish
could just remain in the past. Only this time, the finger is
pointed at Israel as the offending government with an accusation that its treatment of Palestinians is equivalent to
that of South Africa’s non-white population under apartheid.
Kenneth Meshoe, a member of the South African Parliament and himself a victim of apartheid, says such claims
are false and an impediment to peace that betray the memory of those who had to endure real apartheid in South Africa. Melissa Landa, founder of Alliance for Israel, stated in
a recent article that people who promote the apartheid lie

rely heavily on the ignorance of most westerners concerning South Africa while knowing even less about Israel. “It
is time we start changing that,” Landa said, “by presenting
the truth about both countries.”

THE “A” WORD IN THE NEWS AGAIN
On January 12, 2021, an organization called B’Tselem
issued a report in which it declared that Israel is a “regime
of occupation guilty of apartheid.” On its website, B’Tselem
identifies itself as an “Israeli Information Center for Human
Rights in the Occupied Territories.” Its sole purpose is supposedly to “expose the injustice, violence and dispossession inherent to the regime of occupation, to deconstruct
the apparatuses that enable it, and challenge its legitimacy
in Israel and internationally.” B’Tselem now unequivocally
demands an end to the “occupation.”

determined where you were born and lived; your job; your
school; which bus, train, taxi or ambulance you used;
which park bench, lavatory or beach was open to you;
whom you could marry and in which cemetery you were
buried. “Israel,” he says, “is not remotely like that. Twenty
percent of Israel’s population are Arabs with full citizenship
and the right to vote.” That was not the case under apartheid in South Africa. Pogrund is proud that an Arab judge
sits on the country’s highest court; an Arab is chief surgeon
at a leading hospital; an Arab commands a brigade of the
Israeli army; others are heads of universities while 17 Israeli
Arabs serve as members of Knesset (Parliament).
That’s just the beginning of a very long list. As of 2015,
8% of all judges in the Israeli court system were Arabs, and
at one point, an Israeli Arab justice was deputy president
of the Supreme Court. In recent years, the Israeli ambassador to Finland and Greece was an Arab, and a Christian
Israeli Arab currently serves as ambassador to Azerbaijan.
Today, 20% of medical students in Israeli universities are
Arabs, and Arab and Jewish doctors work side by side in
hospitals across the nation, serving both Jewish and Arab
patients together. Actors, singers, teachers, athletes, nurses,
bank presidents…nearly every
profession in Israel is home to
Arab participants. Statistically,
23% of Israeli doctors, 46% of
Israeli pharmacists, 28% of high
tech students at the Israel Institute of Technology and 16% of
higher education students in
general are Israeli Arabs. In an
April 2020 poll conducted by
the Israel Democracy Institute,
77% of Israeli Arabs felt they
were part of Israel and 84%
identified themselves as Israeli.

On January 13, Eugene Kontorovich, professor at
Northwestern University and an expert in constitutional
and international law, published a response to the B’Tselem
report. At bedrock, Kontorovich says, B’Tselem is guilty of
anti-Semitism. Its report accuses
Jews—uniquely among the peoples
of the world—of one of the most heinous crimes while also judging the
Jewish state by a metric not applied
to any other country. South Africa
is the only country to have ever
been labeled an “apartheid state,”
despite the systematic oppression
of racial and ethnic minorities in
countries from China to Sri Lanka
to Sudan. And B’Tselem’s clear
agenda is to entirely delegitimize
Israel. Its remedy for “apartheid” is
not reform, it is the abolition of the
regime itself and total reshaping of
the government.
Yoseph Haddad, Christian Arab Israeli

“Let them see
the coexistence
of the Israeli
mosaic across
the country.”

THE REAL APARTHEID
Benjamin Pogrund was born in
Cape Town, South Africa in the 1930s. He spent 26 years
as a journalist in South Africa investigating and reporting
on the evil that was apartheid. He met Nelson Mandela
when he was underground and was the first non-family
member to visit him in prison.
“I pioneered comprehensive coverage of black life in
the mainstream press: the arrest every year of more than
350,000 black people who transgressed the ‘pass laws’
that controlled where they were allowed to live and work;
starvation in the rural areas; babies dying from severe malnutrition; unlivable housing, no transportation or health
care; torture by the security police and detention without
trial,” Pogrund says. “Today, I live in Israel, so I know both
societies close up. And simply put, there is no comparison
between Israel and apartheid.”
Pogrund remembers apartheid under which every detail of life was subject to discrimination by law. Those laws

Perhaps Yoseph Haddad,
who describes himself as a
Christian Arab Israeli, sums it up
best. He says he was shocked
to read B’Tselem’s report. “How dare they say that I, an
Arab Israeli who served along with Jewish soldiers in the
IDF [Israel Defense Forces] and managed hundreds of
Jewish employees, live under an apartheid regime?”
Haddad continues: “B’Tselem has broken the record
for hypocrisy!” He said he hopes for the day when people from around the world will again be coming to Israel
to see for themselves, hear Hebrew and Arabic spoken
in the marketplace, see mosques,
churches and synagogues alongside
one another. “Let them see the coexistence of the Israeli mosaic across
the country. And maybe, just maybe,
they will fall in love with this ‘apartheid regime.’ Maybe they would
want to live here themselves!”
Cheryl Hauer,
International Vice President
April 2021 • 21

The Desert

Will Blossom

AFTER SEEING PHOTOS of the lush, green Galilee, an

astonished friend told me that she thought Israel was all
desert. Israel is not exactly all desert, but desert does
make up almost 60% of the nation’s land mass. I expect
she envisioned camel caravans making their way across
endless dunes of sand, but, in fact, the desert of Israel
is comprised primarily of rocky outcrops and mountains,
deep craters and dry riverbeds.
One spring weekend, a group of us decided to travel
into the desert. We wanted to see the stars, because the
desert night sky is spectacular—but the stark beauty of
the desert landscape can be just as compelling.

Living Water at the Dead Sea
Traveling south from the heights of Jerusalem, we
immediately descended into the Judean Desert to the
lowest point on the face of the earth: the Dead Sea. At
approximately 430 meters (1,410 feet) below sea level,
the Dead Sea is a remarkable feature of the Israeli landscape and one of the most unique bodies of water in the
world. It has the highest mineral content of any sea on
earth, making it extremely buoyant and a natural health
spa. Fish and other marine life cannot survive the water’s salinity, but the prophet Ezekiel said that someday,
a fresh stream of water would flow from Jerusalem down
the Jordan Valley and into the Dead Sea. Ezekiel went on
to say that there would be a day when fishermen would
stand along the shores of the Dead Sea near Ein Gedi
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and spread their nets there because fish would once
again thrive in its fresh water (47:7–10).
Over 3,000 years ago, a future King David found refuge from King Saul among the rocks of Ein Gedi. It is a
beautiful oasis of clear, flowing water—living water—in the
midst of the wilderness. Several waterfalls flow down from
the rocky heights, called the Upper and Lower David Falls.
We climbed the high cliff above the falls to the freshwater
spring and turned around on a wide, rocky ledge near the
top to drink in the long vista towards the Dead Sea.

Flowers in the Negev
From the edge of the Judean Wilderness, we entered
the Negev Desert. The word negev (or negeb) means “dry”
in Hebrew. And dry it is! There is zero rainfall between June
and October, and temperatures have soared to a record
53°C (127°F) in some years. Summer temperatures normally average about 32°C (90°F).
In spite of the dry conditions, the semiarid northern
Negev in springtime is blanketed with fields of yellow
daisies, and splashed with scarlet, white and purple
anemones. The Hebrew name for anemone is Kalanit,
which refers to the beauty of a bride, kala. Jesus (Yeshua)
may have been referring to anemones when He said, “See
how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or
spin. Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor
was dressed like one of these” (Matt. 6:28b–29 NIV).

Along with the anemones,
colorful clusters of violet cyclamen blossoms transform
the desert wasteland into
a Garden of Eden. The cyclamen represents the spirit
of the Israeli people: against
all odds, they manage to grow
and flourish in hard, rocky soil.

A Canopy of Stars
We stopped for the night at a
Bedouin camel ranch and slept out under
a myriad of stars in a black desert sky.
Bedouins—nomadic tribes who thrive in the
desert—have known this thrill for centuries, but
it was an awesome treat for us city folk. It reminded
me of God’s covenant with Abraham: “‘Look up at the
sky and count the stars—if indeed you can count
them.’ Then He said to him, ‘So shall your
offspring be’…On that day the Lord made a
covenant with Abram…” (Gen. 15:5,18 NIV).

Greenhouses in a Wasteland
It was once thought that the desert was unfit
for homesteading or agriculture. However, though it is
still sparsely populated with only about 10% of Israel’s
total population, residents of various kibbutzim and

moshavim (cooperative agricultural communities) have
reclaimed the desert and turned many acres of wasteland
into vast expanses of producing greenhouses, date palm
groves and vineyards. Isaiah 27:6 promises that “in days
to come…Israel will bud and blossom and fill all the world
with fruit” (NIV).
Two thousand years ago, ancient winemaking was
an important industry in the desert. Once again, grapes
are being grown in the Negev. Several years ago, I visited a moshav in the Arava (the eastern part of the Negev and part of the Rift Valley) where they were producing
two grape harvests a year. It was a prophetic fulfillment
of Amos 9:13–15, which tells us that grapes will one day
grow faster than the wine can be made.

Life-giving Water
Because Israel has had to develop solutions for growing crops in arid, adverse conditions, it is at the world’s
forefront of agricultural innovation in the areas of irrigation
and water recycling—and is sharing this technical knowhow with the rest of the world, fulfilling its God-given call
to be a light to the nations. In fact, drought-plagued Israel
is now able to desalinate much of its water from the Mediterranean and exports water to other nations in the region
that are on the brink of water scarcity.
David Ben Gurion, Israel’s first prime minister, moved
to the Negev with a dream to make the desert bloom. He
believed that the Negev would be central to Israel’s growth
as a nation. Today, Ben Gurion’s dream is being realized. The
desert is flourishing with thriving agricultural communities—
blossoming, just as God said it would—a stunningly
beautiful place with a fascinating
past and a prophetic future.
Kathy DeGagne
BFP Staff Writer
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METHUSELAH

THE
STORY
OF THE
WORLD’S
OLDEST DATE
PALM TREE
IT WAS AN EXCEPTIONALLY HOT DAY

in September when a
small group of scientists gathered together in the heart of the
Arava Desert. One by one they began to carefully harvest the luscious fruit of a date palm tree. But this was no ordinary date palm
tree, for it had been pollinated by a tree grown from the oldest
date seed in the world. The privileged few who took part in its first
harvest that day tasted the fruit of a seed dating all the way back
to the time of Jesus (Yeshua) and the Maccabees.

From Fallow to Fruitful
The story begins in the Judean wilderness in 1963. Excavations
were well underway at Herod the Great’s palace in the Masada fortress when the exciting discovery was made: an ancient clay jar
filled with date seeds. The dry environment inside the jar and the
mounds of rubble surrounding it had managed to perfectly preserve the date seeds, and the carbon dating that followed confirmed
that these seeds were well over 2,000 years old.
The seeds were kept in storage for over 40 years until Dr. Sarah
Sallon initiated a project to germinate ancient seeds found at archeological sites in Israel. Sallon, a researcher of natural medicine, teamed up with Dr. Elaine Solowey, founder of the Center

for Sustainable Agriculture at the Arava Institute for
Environmental Research. They began by soaking the
ancient date seeds in a combination of enzymatic water and fertilizer. A ceremony was held when the seeds
were planted in January 2005 on Tu BiShvat (New Year
for Trees). And two months later, the impossible happened: one of the seeds sprouted, becoming the oldest seed in the world to successfully germinate. Sallon
affectionately named the seedling Methuselah after the
oldest person mentioned in the Bible (Gen. 5:27).
As Methuselah grew, he attracted worldwide attention, and in 2008, this botanical miracle was officially
added to the Guinness Book of World Records. This
achievement would have been sensational enough, but
the story doesn’t end here.
When Methuselah was transplanted to his now permanent home in the ground at the Arava Institute, it was
confirmed that he is a male palm tree, meaning that a
female would have to be pollinated to bear his fruit. And
so Sallon once again set about germinating ancient date
seeds, this time using seeds that had been discovered
at Qumran. Once again the seeds sprouted, and—much
to the delight of Sallon and Solowey—genetic testing revealed that one of the seeds was indeed a female. They
named her Hannah and patiently waited for her to grow.
When Hannah flowered six years later, Solowey carefully collected pollen from Methuselah and brushed it
onto Hannah’s flowers. This would be the true test of
these ancient seeds: could they really reproduce after
lying dormant for more than 2,000 years? The answer
came as a triumphant “yes” when Hannah began to bear
fruit. And so it was that in September 2020, in the midst
of a global pandemic and economic collapse, an agricultural miracle took place in Israel as 111 dates were
harvested from the oldest date seeds in the world.

The Righteous Will Flourish
The date palm tree is arguably one of the most
characteristic trees native to the Land of Israel. The first
mention of dates in the Bible is when the Children of
Israel left Egypt, entered the Elim Desert and pitched
their tents next to 70 palm trees (Exod. 15:27). Date

Methuselah in 2018

palms are most commonly found in desert climates such
as Israel’s because they are extremely tolerant to drought.
While the fruit is famous for its rich sugar content, it’s also
praised for its nutritional value. Dates are rich in vitamins,
high in antioxidants and loaded with fiber. This delightful
combination, coupled with the resilient nature of a date
palm, makes it easy to see why they are one of the oldest
cultivated fruit trees in history.
Date palms are praised all throughout the Bible as a
symbol of righteousness, joy and victory. Carvings of date
palms intricately adorned the walls of the inner and outer
sanctuaries of Solomon’s Temple. Psalm 92 promises that
the righteous will “flourish like a palm tree” (v. 12) and “still
bear fruit in old age” (v. 14). Leviticus 23 tells us that the
branches of the palm tree were used for decoration and
waved in celebration during Sukkot (Feast of Tabernacles),
a custom that is still honored today. Indeed, it would seem
that the palm tree epitomizes the very essence of a pure
heart filled with joy. It’s no wonder that palm branches were
used to welcome Yeshua (Jesus) when He triumphantly
entered Jerusalem, met by an enthusiastic crowd that
proclaimed “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the
Lord!” (John 12:13).
As one of the seven species native to the Land of Israel
(Deut. 8:8), dates continue to play a key role in Israel’s
economy. Today, the Jewish state produces more than
40,000 tons of dates annually, and dates are one of the
top fruits exported from Israel. And while there are hundreds of varieties of dates worldwide, Israel controls 65%
of the world’s Medjool date market, a luscious variety that
has become increasingly trendy in the 21st century.

Reviving Hope
The miracle of an ancient seed sprouting and producing a fresh harvest serves as a reminder of the enduring
nature of life. “To bring something back to life from dormancy is so symbolic,” Sallon told the New York Times
on the day the dates were harvested. “To pollinate and
produce these incredible dates is
like a beam of light in a dark time.”
How very true. If a small, once
forgotten seed can be transformed
from fallow to fruitful, how much
more can we revive the hope that is
within us?
Sarah Yoder, BFP Staff Writer
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Quotes

A 1,500-year-old inscription saying “Christ, born of
Mary” was discovered at et-Taiyiba in the Jezreel Valley.

Denying
History
THE HISTORY of the Land of Israel and the Jewish people
are inextricably linked. You can hardly relate the narrative
of the one without telling the story of the other. The connection was first established millennia ago when Abraham
followed the call of the Almighty to a Land God would later
pledge to the father of the Jews and his descendants in
an everlasting covenant. With each chapter of history, the
Jewish people’s roots in the Land of Israel grew deeper and
stronger, with the close bond recorded in biblical, extrabiblical and historical texts so that generations to come
would recognize Israel as the God-given historic home of
the posterity of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Moreover, the
fingerprints and footsteps of this history remain etched in
the very soil of Israel, with hardly a week passing without an
archaeological discovery standing as testimony.
Yet despite the abundance of historical records and archaeological proof, the Palestinians continue to deny any

Jewish connection to Israel, obstinately branding the Jews
as interlopers in the Middle East who came from Europe to
occupy and usurp a land populated solely by the indigenous
Palestinians. In fact, rejecting Jewish history and expunging
Jewish connectedness to the Land of Israel have become
one of the cornerstones of the Palestinians’ victim narrative.
Despite the glaring lack of proof, the brazen attempt to
rewrite history has met with tremendous success. In fact,
this lie has proven so successful that the Palestinians have
now gone well beyond attempts to erase the Jewish connection to employing a revisionist history, thus usurping the
Jewish identity embedded in the Land and offering an alternative Palestinian narrative instead.
Sadly, this tragic Palestinian triumph once again proves
Nazi Minister of Propaganda Joseph Goebbels’s theory: “If
you tell a lie big enough and keep repeating it, people will
eventually come to believe it.”

ERASING JEWISH HISTORY
“One of the fundamental tenets of PA [Palestinian Authority] ideology is that the Zionist movement
was not an authentic Jewish movement but rather a colonialist movement that took advantage of the
Jews. The PA claims Western colonialists lied to the Jews and made up the story of Jewish history
in the Land of Israel to trick the Jews into leaving Europe and coming to Israel.”
—Itamar Marcus, director of Palestinian Media Watch, a research institute and
media watchdog group
“Israel is a colonial project that has nothing to do with Jews…Colonialism created Israel to perform a certain function…Their narrative about coming to this country because of their longing for
Zion, or whatever—we’re tired of hearing this…The truth is that this is a colonialist enterprise, aimed
at planting a foreign body in this region.”
—Mahmoud Abbas, PA president
“The Jewish Temples never existed, and Israel has been working to ‘invent’ a Jewish historical
connection to Jerusalem.”
— Ahmed Qureia, chief Palestinian negotiator at the 2007 Annapolis Peace Summit
This coin dates from the Bar Kokhba revolt (circa 132 AD) and is decorated with
a cluster of grapes and the inscription “Year Two of the Freedom of Israel.” The
reverse side features a palm tree and the inscription “Jerusalem.”
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This seal, found at the foot of the southern wall of the
Temple Mount, says “Belonging to Hezekiah [son of] Ahaz
king of Judah” (circa 727–698 BC).

“The forces that comprise this [Zionist] colonialism
were gathered from among the members of the Jewish
religion who were deceived. The colonialist West and its
pawn—the Zionist movement—led them [to Palestine] to
get rid of the Jewish problem in its lands, and to exploit and
harness the Zionists for the benefit of the colonialist project
whose goal is bigger than occupying historical Palestine:
tearing and fragmenting the unity of the Arab nation’s peoples and dissolving the pan-Arab revival project.”
—Omar Hilmi al-Ghoul, a popular Palestinian columnist, writes in the official PA daily, Al-Hayat Al-Jadida
“The Jews claim that they were in Palestine 2,000
years ago. If we look at the history, we will see that they
were not in Palestine in the past, but rather only as invaders less than 70 years ago. For these 70 years they have
been invaders, like the Hyksos, the Byzantines, the Persians and [British] colonialism.”
— Riyad al-Aileh, a Palestinian political science
lecturer from Al-Azhar University in Cairo, teaches on a
television program called The Supreme Authority
“Similarly, we have no archaeological evidence of the
presence of the Children of Israel in Palestine in this historical period 3,000 years ago, neither in Jerusalem, nor in
all of Palestine.”
— Abir Zayyad, an archaeologist and member of
Fatah (leading secular Palestinian political party), indoctrinates viewers in a television program called The Scent
of History
“I wrote a novel called The Palace. This novel…is about
the falsification of the historical geography in the Zionist and
Talmudic [rabbinic commentary on Jewish tradition and the
Hebrew Scriptures] narrative…The reader can establish…
that in this land, Palestine, which has always been Arab—
the Children of Israel were never there.”
—Haidar Massad, popular Palestinian author
The denial “explains much about why the conflict
between Israelis and Palestinians remains so intractable. If Israel is merely a colonialist project,
rather than the fulfillment of an exiled people’s
longing to return home, then it is illegitimate.
Seventy years after the founding of the Jewish
state and the beginning of the Palestinian tragedy, peace remains as elusive as ever—in large
part because of the pervasive denial, both
within Palestinian society and throughout the
Middle East, of Israel’s legitimacy…”
—Yossi Klein Halevi writes in “The Real
Dispute Driving the Israeli–Palestinian Conflict”

USURPING THE JEWISH IDENTITY
“Palestine is the cradle of culture and religions, and part of our Palestinian people’s past, heritage and history is engraved on the walls of its capital,
Jerusalem—this heritage that Israel is working to destroy
and control, and [it is working] to falsify the history that

is witness to our people’s rootedness in its land for more
than 10,000 years…”
—Riyad al-Malki, Palestinian minister of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates, tells UNESCO
“We revive this [Palestinian] heritage and cling to it
in order to counter all of the attempts by Israel to steal
the national heritage and to falsify it with the claim that it
is their heritage—from cuisine to clothing and architecture. Every part of our heritage in our land, they claim is
their heritage…”
—Saleh Rafat, PLO [Palestine Liberation
Organization] official
“Our narrative says that we have been in this land since
before Abraham. I am not saying it. The Bible says it. The
Bible says, in these words, that the Palestinians existed
before Abraham.”
—Abbas
“Jesus was Palestinian of Nazareth…”
—Political activist Linda Sarsour takes to Twitter to
usurp the Jewish Yeshua as Palestinian for political gain

An oil lamp fragment (dating from the third
to fourth centuries AD) featuring a menorah
symbol was found in Beit Shemesh.

VOLUNTEER WITH US

The COVID-19 pandemic has left us short-staffed, and we are in need of both long- and short-term volunteers to fill the gap. Please note that
ever-changing travel and visa procedures require flexibility. For more information, visit www.bridgesforpeace.com/get-involved/volunteer

ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT
(Long-term)

FOOD BANK
FLOOR WORKERS
(Short-term)

GRAPHIC DESIGNER
(Long-term)

Australia

ENCOUNTER ISRAEL TOUR
October 27–November 13, 2021 (subject to
government travel and border regulations)

TOURS

Hosted by: Matthew Chivers

Join us for a life-changing experience as we take you on a journey
through the Land of the Bible and stand with Israel for “such a time as
this” (Esther 4:14). The tour includes many biblical sites like Jerusalem,
Judea and Samaria, the Galilee, Nazareth and the Dead Sea. We will also
participate in the anniversary of the Battle of Beersheba and the heroic
charge of the Australian Light Horse Brigade, a special Shabbat [Sabbath]
of a Lifetime dinner and a Bridges for Peace community project.

Canada

EXPERIENCE ISRAEL DISCIPLESHIP TOUR
January 30–February 10, 2022
Hosted by: Rev. Don & Victoria James

Join us as we travel through Israel and experience firsthand the wonder and
beauty of the land of the Bible.
*Special rates for pastors and their spouses.

FROM DARKNESS TO LIGHT: EUROPE & ISRAEL TOUR
Fall 2022 (exact dates to be determined)
Hosted by: BFP Leadership Team

A tour to Europe and Israel. Come face-to-face with the Holocaust,
visiting the Anne Frank House, Corrie ten Boom Museum, Auschwitz
concentration camp and more. Then fly to Israel, where we will learn
about the struggle for the Jewish state against all odds and see how our
covenant-keeping God has restored His land and people of Israel. Tour
includes the Netherlands, Germany, Poland and Israel.
*Option to extend Israel component.

UK

UK ISRAEL TOUR
October 12–19, 2021
Hosted by: Michael Treharne

Join us as we travel through Israel, exploring the Sea of Galilee, Golan
Heights, Jerusalem, Judea, the Dead Sea, Masada, Megiddo, Caesarea
and much more.

HOME REPAIR TEAM
(Long-term)

WEB DEVELOPER
(Long-term)

United States

BIBLICAL HOLY LAND TOUR
June 25–July 6, 2021
Hosted by: Jill Czelusta

You are invited to join this 12-day tour for the journey of a lifetime. Explore the land of the Bible and
experience Scripture coming to life.

ISRAEL STUDY TOUR 2021
October 16–28, 2021
Hosted by: Bobby Peck

Come experience the miracle of ancient and
modern Israel by visiting the land, experiencing
the culture and meeting the people.

THE LIFE AND LAND OF JESUS CHRIST ISRAEL
STUDY TOUR 2022
February 23–March 5, 2022
Hosted by: Dr. Dennis D. Frey & Dr. Noel P. Sanderson

Be immersed in the land and lessons of the Bible as
you are led on an 11-day journey through Scripture
while your local guide and driver bring the past and
present culture of Israel to life for all your senses.

THE “FOLLOWING JESUS” ISRAEL TOUR 2021
March 7–18, 2022
Hosted by: Bill & Liz Adams

Join veteran hosts Bill and Liz Adams and an
Israeli guide in the land of the Bible, following in
the footsteps of Jesus. This learning, worshiping
and serving adventure goes off the beaten path
without missing the essential biblical and historic
sites. Partake in the privilege of blessing the Israeli
people and re-greening the Promised Land.
For more details on tours, see contact information on page 2.

Recipe

Mediterranean Tart

By Sarah Yoder, BFP Staff Writer

THIS SAVORY TART

highlights the fresh, classic
Mediterranean flavors of tomato, eggplant, olive, basil
and feta. And with a simple flour substitution in the crust,
this recipe can easily be modified for Passover or made
gluten free.
Ingredients
Pastry Dough:
1 ¼ cup all-purpose flour (or 1 ¼ cup all-purpose gluten
free flour or 2⁄3 cup matzo meal flour for Passover)
6 oz. (150 g.) butter, chilled, cut in small cubes
1 tsp. salt
1
⁄3 cup ice water
Topping:
2 Tbsp. olive oil
1 small eggplant, sliced
1 small red pepper, chopped
1 small red onion, thinly sliced
2 cloves garlic, minced
8 cherry tomatoes, cut in half
8 Kalamata olives, pitted and chopped
8 oz. (225 g.) feta cheese, cubed
Handful of fresh basil for garnish (optional)
Salt and pepper to taste
Directions
Dough:
1. In a large bowl, combine flour and salt.
2. Add chilled butter and use a pastry blender or a fork
to combine, working just until crumbs form.

3. Add ice water and continue mixing until water is
incorporated, taking care not to overmix.
4. Wrap dough in plastic wrap and refrigerate for at
least 30 minutes.
5. On a lightly floured surface, roll the dough into a large
rectangle. Fold the top third down to the center, then
the bottom third up and over that.
6. Turn the dough over and repeat the process (rolling
and folding) four times.
7. Cover with plastic wrap and chill for at least 1 hour.
8. Lightly oil a baking sheet and preheat your oven to
375°F (190°C).
9. Roll your pastry dough into a 9 x 13-inch (23 x 33-cm.)
rectangle and transfer to the baking sheet.
10. Bake for 15 minutes until the dough is a pale golden color.
Topping:
11. While your pastry dough is baking, prepare your
topping. In a large nonstick skillet, heat 1 Tbsp. oil
over medium heat. Add eggplant and sauté until it
begins to soften, about 10 minutes.
12. Add the onion, garlic and peppers and continue
sautéing for another 5 minutes. Remove from heat
and add tomatoes and olives.
13. Brush your crust with the remaining oil and arrange
the sautéed vegetables on top.
14. Add fresh basil, feta cheese and salt and pepper
to taste.
15. Bake for an additional 15 minutes.
Serves 6.
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Good News

The St. John the Baptist Chapel
on the banks of the Jordan River

Jordan Baptismal Site MINE-FREE
A HANDFUL OF CLERGYMEN, VIP guests, journalists and Israel Defense

Forces (IDF) soldiers recently gathered at the Franciscan St. John the Baptist
Chapel on the banks of the Jordan River adjacent to Qasr Al-Yahud—the traditional site where Jesus (Yeshua) was reportedly baptized—to celebrate the
first mass in this spot in 54 years.
The hiatus of more than half a century came to an end with the recent
completion of a two-year operation spearheaded by Israel to remove thousands of landmines from the area that was once a popular pilgrimage spot
for Christians but descended into a warzone between Israel and neighboring
Jordan during the 1967 Six Day and 1973 Yom Kippur Wars.
The church and its chapel compound served as the battlefield between
the IDF and the Hashemite Kingdom’s army during the conflicts, but once the
din of battle died down and the soldiers retreated, the church—alongside six
others in the vicinity—lay surrounded by 6,500 landmines.
The clearing process was kick-started in 2018 and saw the IDF work
alongside HALO Trust, a UK-based de-mining organization, for two years until
the last of the 6,500 mines was removed recently.
In honor of the Israeli army’s critical role in the restoration of the Christian
church and its compound, several IDF commanders and young soldiers were
invited to join the procession of clergymen and monks, further proof of thriving
religious coexistence and freedom in Israel.
Ilse Strauss, Bridges for Peace

IDF Sees Record Number
of Israeli Arab Conscripts
MORE THAN 1,000 ISRAELI ARABS have volunteered to serve in the IDF

[Israel Defense Forces] as conscripts or reservists in the past year, and most
after the coronavirus crisis began in March 2020, according to the military’s
Manpower Directorate.
The number of conscripts from the Arab sector is more than twice that of
previous years, and includes Muslims from areas such as Taibe, Qalansuwa and
East Jerusalem, Bedouin from the Galilee and Christian Arabs from the north.
Some 450 new soldiers enlisted as scouts and fighters in the Bedouin
patrol unit, while dozens more have joined prominent infantry brigades such
as Kfir and Nahal, and others still are serving in the Border Police.
The increase in conscripts can be attributed to a Manpower Directorate
online initiative through which some 4,000 possible volunteers expressed
their interest in joining the IDF last year alone.
“As a result, we opened a recruitment bureau in the Galilee, where volunteers can study to improve their Hebrew. This branch will be able to recruit a
total of up to 2,500 people a year,” the directorate said.
The IDF is also preparing to open classrooms for technology studies in
several Druze villages and Arab high schools in order to help them integrate
as technicians in the military and allow them to acquire a profession for their
civilian futures.
Excerpt from an article by Yoav Zitun, Ynetnews

’s

ion Letter Outlining Vision for
r
u
			
G
Ben Israel Discovered after 69 Years
A PREVIOUSLY UNKNOWN LETTER

written by Israel’s first prime minister,
David Ben-Gurion, describing his vision
for the nascent state, was recently discovered, approximately 69 years after it
was first sent.
The 1951 missive to a Swedish journalist was kept by the recipient’s granddaughter, who is the current Swedish
ambassador to Finland, Nicola Clase.
In his letter, Ben-Gurion wrote in Hebrew: “In establishing the State of Israel,
the dream of generations of Jews for a
national revival has been realized.
“We are at the beginning of our journey, the state was established not only
for the hundreds of thousands of Jews
who lived in the country before—but
for all the masses of scattered Israelis,
who need and aspire to an independent homeland...Most of all, humanity
needs at this time peace, cooperation

and friendship between peoples. True
friendship will thrive solely on the basis
of mutual recognition.”
“[Clase’s] grandfather was a journalist in his youth who worked for the
Swedish magazine Världshorisont,” says
Israeli Ambassador to Finland Hagit
Ben-Yaakov.
“The magazine wrote a special issue
on Israel and sent a draft of it to David
Ben-Gurion, then the prime minister of
the young State of Israel. Ben-Gurion
wrote back to the magazine with a letter in which he presented in Hebrew
his vision.”
According to Clase, her grandfather framed the letter and hung it in his
home. After his death, she took the letter, which now accompanies her wherever she goes.
Excerpt from an article by
Itamar Eichner, Ynetnews

The Fruits of PEACE: Moroccan
Schools to Teach Jewish History
FROM NOW ON, the curriculum for
Moroccan primary school students will
include Jewish history and culture—a
significant first in the region.
Morocco made headlines around
the world as former US President
Donald Trump announced that the kingdom was the fourth Muslim-majority nation to normalize ties with Israel since
August. The North African nation officially followed the United Arab Emirates,
Bahrain and Sudan in formalizing peace
with the Jewish state.
Already the peace is proving to be
more than formal or military cooperation.

the connection between Muslims
and Jews,” Jewish leaders Malcolm
Hoenlein and Jason Guberman wrote
in the joint statement last month.
Hoenlein serves as the vice
chair of the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish
Organizations, and Guberman is the
executive director of the American
Sephardi Federation. Both organizations have, according to their joint
statement, worked closely with the
Moroccan kingdom and the Jewish
community within Morocco.

The new education upgrade “has
the impact of a tsunami,” the secretarygeneral of the Council of Jewish Communities of Morocco told AFP, calling it
a “first in the Arab world.”

“Ensuring Moroccan students
learn about the totality of their
proud history of tolerance, including Morocco’s philo-Semitism, is an
inoculation against extremism,” the
joint statement read.

“At the core of this effort is enhancing understanding and fostering

Kate Norman,
Bridges for Peace

The Bet El synagogue in Casablanca, Morocco
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BRIDGES FOR PEACE
HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS: Bring joy into the lives of people who
have suffered so much. Partner with us to deliver food and
supplies to Holocaust survivors to ensure their basic needs
are met. More than providing food, we bring joy and companionship to these precious people, even including special
birthday baskets as an extra treat for their special day.
WIDOWS AND ORPHANS: God is described as a champion of
the “fatherless and the widow” in Deuteronomy 10:18, and
He invites us in Isaiah 1:17 to partner with Him to “defend
the fatherless” and “plead for the widow.” We help care for
these people who are often unable to care for themselves.
Help us provide food parcels to help make ends meet and
put food on empty tables.
FOOD: You can help feed over 22,000 needy Israelis in 40
communities every month by supporting our food banks in
Jerusalem and Karmiel.
ADOPTION: Sponsor an Israeli individual or family for one
year and become personally connected by exchanging letters. Your gift will provide food, bus tickets, financial assistance for special needs and badly needed encouragement.
FEED A CHILD: Change the future for an impoverished Israeli
child by providing hot lunches at school, birthday and holiday gifts, school books, a backpack filled with supplies and
funds for special needs (sponsorship program). One-time
gifts allow us to enhance the schools with computer labs,
modern playgrounds, improved facilities and more.
ADOPT AN ISRAELI TOWN: Show compassion to needy families
by supporting one of 18 Israeli towns that are experiencing
severe economic hardship. We work with community officials across Israel to ensure that those in need are fed.
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PROJECT RESCUE: We help the Jewish people of the Diaspora
return to Israel. Your financial assistance helps pay for passports, visas, ground transportation, lodging and more. Thus
far we have helped rescue over 76,000 people.
PROJECT TIKVAH (HOPE): Support the elderly and sick who
cannot immigrate to Israel. Your gifts fund soup kitchens
that provide hot, nutritious meals; heaters for the winter
season for those living in unheated quarters; emergency
medical assistance and more.
IMMIGRANT WELCOME GIFTS: Welcome new immigrants to
Israel with a large gift package that includes a kitchen set
of pans and utensils, blankets, school kits for children and
a 1-volume Hebrew–Russian or 2-volume Hebrew–Spanish
edition of the Hebrew Scriptures.
CRISIS ASSISTANCE FUND: Your gifts enable us to respond
quickly to crisis situations. These may include critical needs,
such as bomb shelters, ambulances or help for emergency
situations, such as terror-motivated arson attacks and more.
HOME REPAIR: Teams of skilled construction workers renovate homes of the poor and elderly in dire conditions, fixing
leaky plumbing, replacing broken windows, painting, plastering, rewiring and installing cabinets.
VICTIMS OF TERROR: We deliver special cheer baskets to anyone touched by terrorism. Special needs, such as wheelchairs, food vouchers and financial assistance for medical
bills are provided for those in long-term rehabilitation.
DENTAL/MEDICAL AID: Bring back smiles to the faces of the
poor. Israeli health insurance does not cover dental care
or special medical needs. This fund helps the needy cover
those expenses.

DONATE

Bookstore

1

Recommended Reading
1 LOVING GOD: THE ANSWER
FOR A TROUBLED WORLD

New!
2

3

4

Rebecca J. Brimmer
Jesus taught that the greatest
commandment was to love God with
all our heart, mind, soul and strength.
Knowing and loving God enables us
to love others, the second greatest
commandment. This book explores how
Jesus’ truth provides the answers our
troubled world needs.

3 ISRAEL & THE CHURCH:
GOD’S ROAD MAP

Rebecca J. Brimmer & BFP Leaders
The revised edition introduces the Hebraic roots of Christianity and tells the
story of God’s covenant relationship
with Israel. Includes study questions.
Excellent for small group or personal
study. Also on Kindle.

5 ISRAEL TOUR JOURNAL
5

6

BFP & MIUD Leadership
Each beautifully designed page
describes an important biblical site;
offers spiritual application, modern
life lessons and Scripture verses; and
provides a place to chronicle thoughts
and reactions, creating memories that
will last forever.

7

7 JOSEPH & MARY: A MODEL
FOR TODAY’S FAMILY

8

9

Cheryl Hauer
A fresh look at the lives of
Mary and Joseph, gleaned from what
history tells us of first-century family
life—a desperately needed model for
families today. Also on Kindle.

10

2 REPENT THE DAY
BEFORE YOU DIE

A 40-DAY DEVOTIONAL JOURNEY
Rebecca J. Brimmer & Cheryl Hauer
• Suggested homework activities to
enhance the journey
• Daily Scripture readings and accompanying prayer points
• Spiral bound journal

SPEAKS
4 SINAI
Dr. Jim Solberg

Rediscover the Torah (Gen.–Deut.)
and its relevant messages for today
through this amazing devotional. Enter
a new realm of Bible study as ancient
stories with modern applications bring
you closer to the God of Israel.
Also on Kindle.

6 HEBRAIC ROOTS:

THE BIBLE IN CONTEXT

Rebecca J. Brimmer
Our understanding of the Scriptures
is shaped by our thinking and culture,
which is quite different from the
Hebraic background. Concepts that are
sometimes complex and foreign to our
Western worldview are explained from
a Hebraic perspective. Also on Kindle.

8 A GENTILE WITH THE
HEART OF A JEW

Calvin B. Hanson
The life of Dr. G. Douglas Young,
founder of Bridges for Peace, will
inspire you to stand with Israel. His
messages are timeless, his passion
contagious. Also on Kindle.

TREASURES
PATRIOT
9 HEBREW
10 FORGOTTEN
R. Brimmer, C. Hauer, T. Riddering & C. Sprinkle
THE STORY OF HAYM SALOMON

Children’s Books
11

The 20 word studies found in this hardcover gift book are a good beginning
to understanding the richness of the
Hebrew language. Well-known scriptural
texts will come to life in a refreshing new
light. Also on Kindle.

11 SCRIBES & SCHOLARS

12

A CHILDREN’S INTRODUCTION TO THE LANGUAGE OF THE BIBLE
Cheryl Hauer
Learn about the Hebrew language: write it, speak it, mix your
own ink and make a biblical scroll. Includes fun activities and 40
Hebrew flash cards. (Ages 11–14)

David Allen Lewis
Perhaps no one did as much to help
establish the United States as Haym
Salomon—a forgotten hero who gave
everything for the cause of freedom.

ORDER ONLINE

visit bridgesforpeace.com

THE LAND AND THE 13 THE BLESSING
12 ISRAEL:
Carolin Sadler
PEOPLE

13

14

15

Cheryl Hauer
Through puzzles, games, crafts and
other activities, children will learn
about Israel’s land, people, food and
language…and have fun doing it!
(Ages 7–12) 32 pages

14 CELEBRATE WITH ISRAEL

HOLIDAY COLORING BOOK

Children will experience the joy and
excitement of Israel’s festival cycle
through our holiday coloring book, a
great introduction to life in Israel.

34 • DISPATCH from JERUSALEM

Join a Jewish family as they joyfully
share their Shabbat (Sabbath) traditions.
The fourth commandment will become
personal as your family learns to experience God’s rest. (Ages 7–12)

15 TRIBES OF ISRAEL

Cheryl Hauer
Well-known Bible stories come alive
as your children read about the tribal
lifestyle of the patriarchs. The book
includes activities that will enrich their
understanding. (Ages 11–14)

Looking for a meaningful
gift for a special occasion
that will bless the recipient
and bring life and hope to
an Israeli in need?
You can now make a donation to one of
the Bridges for Peace projects in your
loved one’s name and memorialize the
gift with a beautiful certificate.
Help widows and orphans thrive, feed
Holocaust survivors living in poverty,
secure an education for a needy Israeli
child or see a new immigrant established
in the Land.

Contact your national
office to give a gift of
blessing today.
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Are you ready for the adventure

OF A LIFETIME?

THE ZEALOUS ISRAEL PROJECT is eleven months of servant-based discipleship in Israel for Christian young adults. Discover the land and culture
in a way that no tour allows. Build lifelong friendships with people from
all over the world. Travel the length and breadth of this amazing nation.
Be discipled in the footsteps of Jesus (Yeshua). Impact lives in need as
a full-time volunteer. Discover your calling, use your giftings and grow
in character.

June 27, 2021 – June 12, 2022

zealous82.com/apply

