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A Word from BFP President and CEO
As I consider 2017 I am impressed again with
the faithfulness of God. We feel His presence in
great and small ways.
In addition to our regular projects, we
were able to bless the Haifa Fire Department with a new situation room. They
were operating the country’s largest fire
station with a 30-year-old antiquated
system. Another highlight was giving three medical motorcycles to
Magen David Adom (Israel’s equivalent to the Red Cross).
As Jerusalem celebrated 50 years
since the reunification of the city, so Christians celebrated with
our Rejoice Jerusalem Campaign. Parties were registered in
more than 50 countries—800 of them in total.

Our team in Israel grew to 70, and nearly 40% of
them are under the age of 40. Our strategic plan to engage young adults through the Zealous Israel Project and
Zealous “Call to Zion” tour is working! We now have five
young adults in their 20s and 30s in management roles,
one deputy director in his 30s and our new Israel Operations Director (elect) is in his early 40s. Just as God had
a plan for Israel after the departure of Moses, so God is
watching out for the future of Bridges for Peace.
I believe 2018 will be similarly blessed. Churches all
over the United States are planning a Bless Israel Sunday through Bridges for Peace. Five hundred and thirty
churches in Japan are hosting a Chai Prayer night each
month. We anticipate great things as we partner with God
as He fulfills His prophetic Word to Israel.
Thank you for helping to make our vision of blessing the
Jewish people a reality. As we gratefully look back on God’s
faithfulness in 2017, we are filled with expectation for the
coming year.

OPERATION EZRA OUTREACH
Feed a Child

Feed a Child Program currently meets the needs of 400 children
(210 in Beit Shemesh, 80 in Karmiel, 80 in Jerusalem and 30 in Kiryat Ekron) in ten schools. We’re now entering our second decade of
bringing hope to Israeli children!

communities all over Israel, as well as six Christian Arab organizations. In addition to regular support, we give special gifts
at Christmas to Arab Christian families.

Karmiel Food Storage Facility

In 2017, between the two assistance centers
and the bulk storage facility, we had an average of
278,890 US tons (253.529 metric tons) of food on
hand at any given time. Of that amount, 211,160 US
tons (191.197 metric tons) were specifically designated as bulk storage, kept in readiness for times of
crisis—enough to supply five months of food for the
22,140 people to whom we are committed. Careful
attention is taken to rotate the food so that our bulk
stores do not reach an expiration date.

Immigrant Welcome Gifts

Adoption Program

The Adoption Program provides a much-needed safety net for
new immigrants who are struggling to become fluent in Hebrew and
established in Israel. Each month we averaged 200 participants—105
families in Karmiel and 55 families and 40 students in Jerusalem.

Cheer Baskets

In 2017, we gave out 1,849 cheer baskets in the Land! Here is
the breakdown: 576 to children and families on our programs, 507 to
Holocaust survivors on their birthdays, 280 at Purim, 23 to mothers
of newborns, seven to families sitting shiva (week-long mourning
period) and 456 special baskets.

Food Banks

Our food banks in Jerusalem and Karmiel purchased and distributed a total of 1,165,370 pounds (529,714 kg) of food, feeding
an average of 22,140 people per month. Direct aid was given to
18 communities through our Adopt an Israeli Town Program, and
we assisted 49 organizations that distribute food to the needy in

Bridges for Peace welcomed new immigrant families to Israel by distributing 2,185 blankets, 1,014 kitchen gifts and 1,561
Bibles. We also blessed children from the Feed a Child, Adoption and Adopt a Town programs with 2,135 pencil cases and
470 backpacks.

Home Repair

Our team of home repair experts renovated 174 homes,
bringing the overall total since the program’s beginning to
1,380. Volunteers who work in Home Repair have a unique opportunity to bless the Jewish people.

Project Rescue

Project Rescue helped 4,703 Jewish people immigrate to Israel in 2017, bringing the total number we have helped “rescue”
to 63,685.

Project Tikvah (Hope)

We provided heaters, medicine, clothing and other needed
items to destitute Jewish people in Ukraine and Siberia who
cannot immigrate.

MULTIMEDIA EDUCATION
Publications

The Dispatch from Jerusalem received
an updated, easier-to-read look in 2017.
Links to the e-Dispatch, the monthly Israel
Teaching Letter and the weekly Israel Prayer
Update are being sent to 20,500 email addresses. Our ninth calendar, entitled the
“Beautiful Land,” featured 13 full-color
scenes from Israel. Last but not least, we
published six BFP books on Kindle in 2017!

Web

The BFP website, with its vibrancy, is
attracting new visitors each day. Last year,
53% of those who visited our site were first-timers. There were 72,964 page views in December
2017 (compared to 44,580 in December 2016). Our
Korean site, using the same template as our international site, is nearly completed. Once “live” it will
be a valuable resource to expand the reach of our
Korean office.

five groups totaling 82 people, participated in an
interactive event (Land of the Bible Experience).

Zealous8:2

In 2017, the Call to Zion tour was the largest
in the history of Zealous with 38 people! Three
members of the second Zealous Israel Project
(Z2) joined the 10 incoming Z3 participants as
well as 21 other young adults and four staff to
spend 11 days in the Land. Tour participants expressed how life-changing their experience had
been, and returned to their home countries as
strong advocates for Israel.

The Zealous Israel Project continued for the third year with 10 participants arriving from the US, Canada, Japan and the UK. Zealous
continues to expand its influence in social networking. Each video we
share on Facebook reaches an average of over 2,700 people, while
each photo we share reaches over 1,000. We are also active on Instagram where we have grown from 87 followers to 447 followers in the
past year.

Facebook

This year we featured a very successful “Rejoice with Jerusalem” campaign in
the spring of 2017, blessing one of our
Facebook members with a free trip to Israel. Now six years old, we have grown to
30,146 “likes” and are connecting with lovers of Israel from all over the world.

Video

Expansion and excellence describe the
video department’s activities in 2017. We
have continued producing videos with the
goal that they are educational, engaging
and will draw people to support BFP’s vision and work in Israel. They are featured
on our web site and can be viewed on the
Bridges for Peace You Tube channel.

Group and Guest Relations

The Group and Guest Relations Department hosted a total of 777 visitors in 2017. Out of that number,
15 groups with a total of 373 people participated in
community service projects (Discovery Group), and

International Development

After effectively directing the International Development Department for 10 years, Cheryl Hauer has been promoted to serve as
International Vice President. Terry Mason, who served for a year and
a half as deputy in the department stepped in to the role of Director of
International Development in October.

