Bridges for Peace In Action
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FOr peace
| am so thankful for the multitude of blessings God
has given. Every breath | breathe is a gift from the Almighty.
Every drop of water, every bite of food—
everything good comes from-Him. | open my refrigerator,
and | thank God for giving us food to eat.
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“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above,
and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom
there is no variation or'shadow of turning” (James 1:17).

Every autumn in the United States and Canada, Thanksgiving
Day is celebrated—a special day set aside to thank God for His
goodness. In Israel we celebrate Sukkot (the Feast of Tabernacles)
and a major component of this feast is thankfulness for all that
the Lord provides. During these special times, we think of those in
need in our communities and make sure they have enough good
food for the holiday. Sukkot is one of the pilgrimage holidays when
all men were to come up to Jerusalem with their offerings.

But, hunger is not only felt on holidays. In fact, in the Bible,
not all offerings were saved and brought to the Temple during a
pilgrimage holiday; much of the tithe was actually used to minis-
ter to the poor—the widow and orphans, all year long.

In Israel about 25% of the population lives in poverty (that is
more than 2 million people). Many are new immigrants struggling
to establish themselves in their new homeland. Some are Holo-
caust survivors living in desperate situations. When they open
their refrigerators, what do they see?.One of the mayors we work
with told of visiting the homes of new immigrants and seeing
padlocks on the refrigerators. Food was doled out to family mem-
bers sparingly. Some are homeless—not only do they not have a
refrigerator full of food, they don’t even have a home.

Why Has God Blessed Us?

Certainly God blesses us because of His great love! But this
brings up a question. Does God love us more than others? There
is a story in the Bible of a prosperous man who had abundant
harvests. One year his harvest was so great he could not store
it in his barns, so he reasoned that he needed to build bigger

Family Business/shutterstock.com

INTERNATIONAL HEADQUARTERS: P. O. Box 1093, Jerusalem, Israel ¢ Tel: 02-624-5004 e intl.office@bridgesforpeace.com




barns to store the abundance of food. But God was displeased with this man. Why?
| believe it is because God created us to be in community. We are to be mindful of
the needs of the less fortunate. He doesn’t bless us just so our own needs will be
taken care of; He intends us to reach out in love to others. It is not wrong to prosper.
But perhaps it is wrong to turn a blind eye to the suffering of others while heaping
more in our barns. Can it be that God blesses us so that we can demonstrate His
character when we bless others?

Bridges for Peace Is Feeding and Blessing

Every month our team purchases nutritious food in bulk, packages it in fami-
ly-sized packets and gives the food to more than 22,000 people that God loves.
Every parcel of food is delivered with love. We fill their pantries with food, and their
hearts with the knowledge that God loves them enough to move on the hearts of
Christians all around the world to minister to them in their practical needs. We love
to see the smiles on their faces as they realize that they are not alone; Bridges for
Peace is standing with them—Christians are standing with them.

As you prepare for your holiday feasts; or when you open your refrigerator, please
ask the Lord how much He wants you to send to bless the returning sons and daugh-
ters of Zion. Ask Him if He wants you to help feed the homeless in Israel. Does He
want you to express Christian love through your gift of food? Your gift can help us
ensure they have food to eat. Your gift can make a difference in the lives of those God
is calling home from the four corners of the earth. Join us as we partner with God to
bless the people of Israel. No gift is too small and no gift is too large. The need is great.

| thank God for all His blessings. Today | am thanking Him for you. Your faith-
fulness to feed the people of Israel enables our staff to reach out in love to needy
Israelis. Today | am praying that God will prosper you and that you will in turn bless
those in need out of your God-given abundance.

Blessings from Israel,
Rebecca J. Brimmer, International President and CEO

BRIDGES FOR PEACE Your Israel Connection... Payment Options
O Check: Make checks payable to Bridges for Peace.
FOOd US and Canadian gifts are tax-deductible.
Credit-card gifts can be processed in Australia, Canada,
QuUS$0 TQUS$I20 OUS$300 QO US$E00 QO US $1,200 Israel and the US.
Qa us $ (other) Q PayPaj: Go to www.bridgesforpeace.com and click on
“Blessing Israel.”
Q Enclosed is $ for your GREATEST MINISTRY NEED. O VISA Q MasterCard Q Discover O AMEX
Q I wish to make an ongoing financial commitment: $ monthly Name on card
Greatest Israel Need ~ Anysize gift $ Victims of War Any size gift $ Gard number
Karmiel Center Any size gift $ Dental/Medical Aid Any size gift $ GVV (3 digit number on back of card)
) ) Expires Today’s date

Food Project Any size gift $ Magen David Adom Ambulance  Any size gift $

Monthly commitment $ Signature

Bomb Shelters Any size gift $

Adoption Program _ xUS$ $ 1

Requires a one-year commitment Arab Family Assistance Any size gift $ Contact Information
Feed a Child _ xUSS $ Programs and Materials (US $25 per year) $ Name

Requires a one-year commitment

Any size gift $ The Land of the Bible Experience (Educational Center) $ Address

- o City

Adopt an Israeli Town XUS $150/month (or more)  § Christian Leaders Forum ___ x US $90 per individual $ State

Requires a one-year commitment Zealous8:2 (Young adults) Any size gift $ Code
Project Rescue —xUss00oranyszegit Zealous8:2 Scholarship  Any size gift $ Country
Project Tikvah (Hope) __xUS $45 or more s Volunteer Support | wish to make a monthly commitment. $_ Telephone ( )
Save an Israeli Life _ xUS$25 perlife $ MName ) E-mail
Immigrant Welcome Gifts Any size gitt $ Vehicle Fund Any size gift s Q | will pray for Israel and the Jewish people.

(Bibles, blankets, kitchen sets) )

Q lalso need your prayers, which | have attached.
New Immigrant Fund Ay size gt s Q | have placed Bridges for Peace in my will to bless future generations.
Cheer Basket —— xUS $25 each basket $ TOTAI_ $ 0O  Please send me information on your Bridges for Peace travel
School Starter Kit  XUSS7eachkit s , programs.
! Enclose amount in US dollars or your currency | 0 please send your publications to my friend(s), whose name(s) and

Home Repair Any size gift $ equivalent. Indicate your currency symbol. address(es) is/are attached.
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