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More than 560 homes were destroyed, 
130,000 dunams (32,124 acres) of natural forests, brush 
lands and protected parklands decimated and over 150 peo-
ple wounded in fires that swept the country in late November. 
Many of the more than 200 fires were set in what is called arson 
terrorism, although dry conditions and high winds exacerbat-
ed the problem. Sixty thousand people were evacuated from 
their homes in Haifa alone; while entire communities in Judea  
were evacuated. 

Dozens of neighborhoods have been destroyed, with schools, 
businesses, homes and synagogues left in shambles. Through-
out the country, absorption centers were established to provide 
emergency care for those who have been left homeless, many by 
what Prime Minister Netanyahu is calling a new form of terrorism.

As I write, most of the fires have been extinguished, but some 
fires are still burning, and the risk remains while the current dry, 
windy weather continues. We are praying for rain!

“Don’t take anything, run!”
Ira, who works in our Karmiel Assistance Center, lives in Hai-

fa. She told of watching from her apartment windows as fires 
burned in adjacent neighborhoods; her daughter’s school being 
closed and of heavy smoke enveloping the city. Somehow she 
missed the evacuation order for her neighborhood. Suddenly 
the police were urging evacuation as they went from building to 
building rounding up all the people who hadn’t already fled. “The 
fire could be here in seconds, hurry, don’t take anything, run!” 
They grabbed important papers and left everything else behind. 

Fire-RavagedIsrael Will Rebuild
As they drove out of their neighborhood she realized that the 

fires on the side she couldn’t see from her windows were very 
close—cars were totally incinerated—the streets looked like a 
war zone. Ira and her family were fortunate; their home was not 
destroyed by fire. Others came back to find their lives in ashes. 
Can you imagine the devastation of losing all memories, pho-
tos, important documents, as well as all your clothing, household 
goods, and furniture? It is totally overwhelming. 

The Rebuilding Begins
The city of Haifa was declared a disaster zone. Now the 

clearing, cleaning, repairing and rebuilding begins. Families are 
negotiating with insurance companies and the government. How 
long will it take before they get back to normal? 

The effect on these families is devastating. The toll on the 
land is also heart-rending. Beautiful nature reserves have been 
destroyed. We are told it will take 30 years for the land to re-
cover. Many animals that lived in these habitats were killed. The 
eco-system has been severely damaged. 

During the fire, many Israelis rushed to help their neighbors. 
Palestinian fire fighters volunteered. Many countries sent fire 
fighting planes and personnel. Israel is a small country and will 
do as much as possible to attack the problem in all of its el-
ements—including helping ravaged families to rebuild. But, the 
needs are great and Israel is looking to her friends for help. 

As requests pour in for disaster assistance, Bridges for Peace 
is committed to helping in whatever way we can. We are help-
ing individuals. We are planting trees. We are helping Israel in 



Name _____________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________

City _____________________________________________________

State  _____________________________________________________

Code  _____________________________________________________

Country  _____________________________________________________

Telephone  (             )  ___________________________________________

E-mail  _____________________________________________________

q I will pray for Israel and the Jewish people.

q I also need your prayers, which I have attached.

q  I have placed Bridges for Peace in my will to bless future generations.

q Please send me information on your Bridges for Peace travel  
programs.

q Please send your publications to my friend(s), whose name(s) and 
address(es) is/are attached.

Payment Options

Contact Information

q VISA q MasterCard  q Discover  q AMEX

q  Check: Make checks payable to Bridges for Peace. 
 US and Canadian gifts are tax-deductible. 
 Credit-card gifts can be processed in Australia, Canada, 
 Israel and the US.  
q PayPal: Go to www.bridgesforpeace.com and click on 
 “Blessing Israel.”

TOTAL $
Enclose amount in US dollars or your currency 

equivalent. Indicate your currency symbol.

Greatest Israel Need Any size gift $  _________

Karmiel Center Any size gift $  _________

Food Project Any size gift    $  _________
 Monthly commitment $  _________

Adoption Program ____ x US $65/month  $  _________
 Requires a one-year commitment

Feed a Child ____ x US $65/month  $  _________  
 Requires a one-year commitment
 Any size gift    $  _________

Adopt an Israeli Town ____ x US $150/month (or more)  $  _________
 Requires a one-year commitment 

Project Rescue  ____ x US $400 or any size gift  $  _________

Project Tikvah (Hope) ____ x US $45 (or more) $  _________

Save an Israeli Life ____ x US $25 per life   $  _________

Immigrant Welcome Gifts Any size gift $  _________
 (Bibles, blankets, kitchen sets)

New Immigrant Fund   Any size gift $  _________

Cheer Basket ____ x US $25 each basket  $  _________

School Starter Kit ____ x US $7 each kit $  _________

Home Repair Any size gift $  _________

BRIDGES FOR PEACE Your Israel Connection...

q  Enclosed is $ ___________________ for your GREATEST MINISTRY NEED.

q  I wish to make an ongoing financial commitment: $ ____________ monthly

Victims of War Any size gift  $  _________

Dental/Medical Aid Any size gift $  _________

Magen David Adom Ambulance      Any size gift $  _________

Bomb Shelters                          Any size gift $  _________

Arab Family Assistance  Any size gift $  _________

Programs and Materials   (US $25 per year)     $  _________

The Land of the Bible Experience (Educational Center) $ _________

Christian Leaders Forum ____ x US $90 per individual $ _________

Zealous8:2 (Young adults)   Any size gift $ _________

Zealous8:2 Scholarship     Any size gift $ _________

Volunteer Support I wish to make a monthly commitment. $  ________                
                            (Name ___________________________)                 

Vehicle Fund Any size gift  $  ________                 
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Name on card                                                                                       

Card number                                                                                         

CVV (3 digit number on back of card)                                                               

Expires                       Today’s date                                

Signature                                                                                       

their time of need. The needs are huge and we desperately need 
your help. Even when the fires are out and the smoke has cleared, 
thousands of people will be without homes to which they can return. 
Please consider a generous gift to help us help Israel at a time when 
crisis is devastating the lives of thousands, many of them children 
and new immigrants. As Israelis look to Christian friends for help, we 
cannot let them down. We know that God is looking on them with 
love and compassion. And He is calling us to minister to them in their 
hour of need. 

“When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through 
the rivers, they shall not overflow you. When you walk through the fire, 
you shall not be burned, nor shall the flame scorch you” (Isa. 43:2).

We ask you to pray for the people of Israel who have lost every-
thing. Pray for the rains to come. Pray for Prime Minister Netanyahu 
and his cabinet to put in place a proper response to terrorists who 
use fire as a weapon of mass destruction. And add to your prayer 
righteous action. Your generous gift will enable us to assist many as 
they rebuild their lives.

Blessings from Israel,
Rebecca J. Brimmer,
International President and CEO

Fire Relief 
q US $50    q US  $100    q US $200    q US $500    q US $1,000    
q US $_______ (other)
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Rama's Kitchen destroyed in the village of Nataf


