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Today the Jewish people continue to fight for
their survival. They are surrounded by enemies,
both within their borders and without. Frequent
terror attacks kill and maim the innocent. War fol-
lows war as Israel strives simply to survive. With
every ounce of their being, Israelis long for peace,
but it remains illusive.

This summer, Israel has been involved in a war
with Hizbullah in Lebanon. Cease-fire or not, there
is no peace. It is a fight against a terrorist group
whose desire is to annihilate Israel and the Jewish
people. But, Israel is not just fighting a terror
group, but a group that is backed by Syria and
Iran. Iranian President Ahmadinejad seems to
embody the very spirit of Hitler. His solution to the
problems facing the Middle East is to kill the Jewish

people and cause Israel to simply disappear. The
war with Hizbullah is perhaps the worst that
Israel has faced since the 1948 war, as civilians
have been targeted in a rain of more than 3,000
missiles. It is a fight for the very survival of the
State of Israel. 

During these times, we are called upon to
pray for Israel. We pray for God’s protection. We
pray that the people will put their trust in God.
We pray that God will comfort them in the midst of
pain and mourning. We pray for God’s deliverance.
We pray for God’s miraculous work. We pray for
God to raise up true believers around the world
who will be watchmen on the walls for Israel. “I
have set watchmen on your walls O Jerusalem; they
shall never hold their peace day or night. You who
make mention of the LORD, do not keep silent. And
give Him no rest till He establishes and till He makes
Jerusalem a praise in the earth” (Isaiah 62:6–7).

GOD AND WAR

As believers, we struggle with the idea of pray-
ing about war. Should we pray for a cease-fire and
peace? Should we pray that Israel’s enemies be
squashed? How can we pray that Israel will suc-
ceed, when undoubtedly it will result in deaths of
many, including innocents? We are not the first to
struggle with these questions. 

Even as we read the Bible, we find seemingly
opposing viewpoints. Yeshua (Jesus) lived at a time of
political turmoil. The Jews were under the uncom-
fortable domination of Rome. Many of the Jews
advocated revolt against the Romans. The Zealots
were actively working to overthrow the government
of the day. The disciples asked Yeshua when He
would bring about His kingdom. It is obvious that
they expected Him to save the Jewish people from
the domination of Rome. However, this was not
Yeshua’s plan. Was Yeshua a pacifist? There are
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Through the centuries, the Jewish people have endured persecution, danger, and death. They
have experienced unparalleled pain as a nation throughout the long years of their disper-
sion. Hundreds of years of persecution culminated in the Holocaust as Hitler and the Nazis
systematically attempted to annihilate the Jewish people. Six million Jews were murdered.

Iran’s President Ahmadinejad seems to embody
the very spirit of Hitler. 
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3Praying for Israel in Tough Times

many who would think so. Yet,
He also picked up a whip and
fought for the sanctity of the
Temple. Many must have been
shocked when He said, “Do not
think that I came to bring peace
on earth. I did not come to being
peace but a sword” (Matthew
10:34). That certainly doesn’t
sound like a pacifist.

The Bible speaks of future
events involving wars, in which
God will deliver Israel. Indeed,
historically, God has often
involved Himself in the wars of
Israel. Sometimes directing the
operations, as in Gideon’s bat-
tle (Judges 7); sometimes fight-
ing the battle as in the time of
Jehosaphat (2 Chronicles 20);
and sometimes allowing Israel
to be defeated (Joshua 7). In
Ecclesiastes, it says, “To every-
thing there is a season, a time
for every purpose under heav-
en…A time to love, and a time to
hate; a time of war, and a time
of peace” (Ecclesiastes 3:1, 8).

Even though we serve the Prince of Peace, it is
clear that He never intended for us to sit by and
allow evil to triumph. We pray for the time of peace
that He will bring, but in the meantime we live in a
world that is far from peaceful. At times He calls us
to fight for righteousness, and to battle against evil.
We are living in one of those times, when Islamists
would like to take over the world. We live in a time
when evil is fighting for supremacy over good. We
must determine what task God is calling us to do
and faithfully stand with Him in this spiritual con-
flict that is being played out in the natural.

PREPARATION FOR PRAYER

How are we—as believers, intercessors, and
watchmen—to pray? It is important for us to dis-
cern the heart and voice of God for the tumultuous
times we live in. Many are saying that these are the
last days, and certainly the signs of the times seem
to validate that opinion. We need to search the Word
of God and pray the Scriptures. Now, more than
ever, we need to commit ourselves to relationship
with our God and seek His direction for our lives,
our families, our churches, our nations, and our
world. It is time we grow up spiritually and real-
ize that there is a spiritual battle raging around
us. The lines have been drawn up. God is calling
us to stand with Him and join the fray against the
forces of evil. 

When the war with Hizbullah broke out, my
husband Tom and I were in Taiwan where I was
teaching seminars. In Hsinchu City, I was sched-
uled to speak on “The Hebraic Roots of

Christianity,” but I felt the Lord say, “This is not
the time for business as usual.” I spent the after-
noon praying and felt the Lord telling me that He
would use the praise, worship, and prayers of the
Taiwanese Christians to be like the worshippers
who went before the army in Jehoshaphat’s time.
That night we had a powerful time of prayer,
praise, and worship, which I believe God used to go
before the army of Israel. Later Tom said, “That
may be the reason God wanted us to go to Taiwan.”

I know that prayer is not just a spiritual exer-
cise. It is a powerful tool that God has given us to
effect change in our hearts and in our world. When
I was a child, my family had a plaque on the wall,
which said, “Prayer changes things.” The Bible is
full of incidents when people prayed and it changed
things. Elijah prayed, and it didn’t rain for three
years. He prayed again, and it rained. He prayed
for fire to come from heaven to consume the sacri-
fice in the challenge with the priests of Baal, and it
did. Elisha prayed for the Shunammite widow’s
son, and he was raised from the dead.

Let’s take this powerful tool of prayer, and
allow the Holy Spirit to teach us how to use it for
the sake of the Kingdom of God. The following
prayer points may prove helpful.

PROTECTION FOR ISRAEL

Israel is a small nation, only the size of the
state of New Jersey, with a mere seven million in
population. Before the “cease-fire,” 157 Israelis
(civilians, both Arabs and Jews, and military) had
lost their lives. Compared to the size of Israel’s
population, this is huge. In the United States, it
would be like losing 6,691 within 33 days. What a
painful blow to the people of Israel! Everyone
knows someone who has died or been wounded.
Virtually all 18 to 21-year-olds are involved in the
battle. When I look at them, many with smooth
cheeks because they can’t grow a beard yet, my
heart weeps for the youth of Israel, who are pay-
ing a heavy cost to provide protection for their
families and nation.

A time 
to love, 

and a 
time to 

hate; 
a time 

of war, 
and a 

time of
peace.

Soldiers studying Torah on the battlefield
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4 Israel Teaching Letter n September 2006

Call on the Lord to protect the children of
Israel: “I lift my eyes to the hills—where does my
help come from? My help comes from the LORD, the
Maker of heaven and earth. He will not let your foot
slip—He who watches over you will not slumber:
indeed, He who watches over Israel will neither
slumber or sleep” (Psalm 121:1–4, NIV).

COMFORT

“ ‘Speak comfortably to Jerusalem and cry out to
her, that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is
pardoned’” (Isaiah 40:1–2).

“Sing, O heavens! Be joyful, O earth! And break
out in singing, O mountains! For the LORD has com-
forted His people, and will have mercy on His afflict-
ed” (Isaiah 49:13).

Israel is filled with heartbroken people who
mourn for their lost loved ones. Funerals of those
killed in the conflict have been a daily event. The
attacks do not just target soldiers but include chil-
dren, grandmothers and grandfathers, mothers,
and young people. No one is immune. Often wage-
earners are cut off in their prime, leaving their
families vulnerable to financial woes. Those who
lost parents or grandparents in the Holocaust and
have grown up in homes shadowed by loss are now
facing the loss of their own children to the fires of
war. Pray for God to minister to their needs and to
use us here in the Land when possible.

TRUST IN THE LORD

Pray that the people of Israel will turn to God
and put their trust in Him. Often I hear people say
that Israel is mostly a secular state. I think it is
important to define the terms. When I, as an
American, hear the word “secular,” I think of peo-
ple who have no real interest in God. There is an
element in Israel who have no regard or interest in
God, but I believe it is much smaller than many
say. I find the people of Israel to be a spiritual

people. Even those who define themselves as “not
religious,” often are people who believe in God. 

Earlier this year in April, a poll was published
by the Central Bureau of Statistics about the reli-
gious adherence of Israelis. They found that
Orthodox and traditional Jews comprise a majori-
ty of Israel’s Jewish population. Only 18% said
they were “not religious at all.” However, at
Passover time, a friend, who would consider him-
self “not religious,” told me that he felt that
redemption was near, meaning the coming of
Messiah. In fact, I hear people talking about the
coming of Messiah frequently. 

At the same time, Israel is governed by a most-
ly secular group of people. While many of them
believe in God, they are more heavily influenced by
the thinking of modern society. They are putting
their trust in men rather than in God. 

We are praying that the people of Israel—from
the smallest child to the soldier fighting to protect
Israel, to the politician in power, to the old people
sitting on park benches—will be filled with a desire
to know their God.

“We wait in hope for the LORD; He is our help
and our shield. In Him our hearts rejoice, for we
trust in His holy name. May Your unfailing love rest
upon us, O LORD, even as we put our hope in You”
(Psalm 33:20–22, NIV).

“Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but
we trust in the Name of the LORD our God” (Psalm
20:7, NIV).

Just as God is fulfilling the Scriptures about
the return of the Jewish people (Jeremiah 33:7–9),
I know He will fulfill the rest as well. Let’s pray the
Scriptural promises for Israel’s salvation and
redemption: “I am bringing My righteousness near,
it is not far away: and My salvation will not be
delayed. I will grant salvation to Zion, My splendor
to Israel” (Isaiah 46:13, NIV).

DELIVERANCE

God has promised
the Jewish people that
He will be with them in
their times of trouble.
As we pray, we can
remind the Lord of His
promises and entreat
Him to answer speedily.

“But you, Israel are
My servant, Jacob whom I
have chosen, the descen-
dants of Abraham, My
friend. You whom I have taken from the ends of the
earth, and called from its farthest regions, and said
to you, ‘You are My servant, I have chosen you and
have not cast you away. Fear not for I am with you,
be not dismayed for I am your God. I will strength-
en you. Yes, I will help you. I will uphold you with

Funerals of those killed in the conflict have been 
a daily event. 
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5Praying for Israel in Tough Times

My righteous right hand.’ Behold, all those who
were incensed against you shall be ashamed and
disgraced; they shall be as nothing, and those who
strive with you shall perish. You shall seek them and
not find them—those who contended with you. Those
who war against you shall be as nothing, as a
nonexistent thing. For I the LORD your God will hold
your right hand, saying to you, ‘Fear not, I will help
you’” (Isaiah 41:8–13).

From this Scripture, we pray that the people
will remember their God, who has been faithful to
them in times past. We pray that they will not walk
in fear, but instead will be strong and courageous.
We pray that their enemies, who are really the ene-
mies of God and His ways, will be put to shame. We
pray that God will reach down with His righteous
right arm and help the people of Israel in their
times of distress.

DIVINE INTERVENTION

In every war that Israel has fought, stories
come out about miraculous protection and divine
intervention, which cannot be explained by natur-
al reasoning. We have been praying for His inter-
vention to bring about His purposes in the midst of
these difficult times.

We know that the struggle with Hizbullah is
just birth pangs for the battles to come. There
may be a cessation of violence for a time, but fur-
ther wars will come. Ezekiel 38 and 39 speak of a
coming conflict with Gog of the land of Magog
(identified by scholars as Russia and her confed-
erates). Ezekiel 38:5 identifies some of Magog’s

allies. The first one men-
tioned is Persia, which is
modern-day Iran.

Today Iran is rat-
tling her swords, figu-
ratively and literally.
Analysts say it is only a
matter of time until Iran
has nuclear capability.
Iran’s president has
made it very clear that
he wants to see the
destruction of Israel,
the United States, and
all of western democrat-
ic society, in his desire
to see the supremacy of
Islam. As I read of these
coming battles, at first I
feel a dread. The conse-
quences are severe.
Since I live in Israel, I
wonder what will happen to my neighborhood in
Jerusalem. But, as I read of God’s plan to deal with
the war, I lift my eyes to heaven and put my trust
in the Lord God of Israel.

God says: “For in My jealousy and in the fire of
My wrath, I have spoken, ‘Surely in that day there
shall be a great earthquake in the land of Israel, so
that the fish of the sea, the birds of the heavens, the
beasts of the field, all creeping things on the earth,
and all men who are on the face of the earth shall
shake at My presence. The mountains shall be
thrown down, the steep places shall fall and every
wall shall fall to the ground. I will call for a sword
against Gog throughout all My mountains,’ says the
Lord GOD…And I will bring him to judgment with
pestilence and bloodshed; I will rain down on him,
on his troops, and on the many peoples who are
with him, flooding rain, great hailstones, fire and
brimstone. Thus I will magnify Myself and sanctify
Myself, and I will be known in the eyes of many
nations. Then they shall know that I am the LORD”
(Ezekiel 38:19–21a, 22–23).

There is no doubt in our minds that Israel will
see divine intervention now and in the future.
This doesn’t mean that they will avoid all trouble.
As the Ezekiel passage shows, tumultuous days
are prophesied for the future. Pray with us that
Israel will see God’s hand at work and put their
trust in Him.

Northern towns have
been devastated by the
barrage of rockets.
Streets are deserted as
smoke hovers in the air.

A small boy finds 
refuge in a bomb shelter

in Kiryat Shemona.

Pray that
Israel will
see God’s 
hand at
work and
put their
trust in 
Him. 

There is no doubt in our minds that Israel will see
divine intervention.
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ECONOMIC INFRASTRUCTURE

The conflict in the north has wreaked havoc on
Israel’s economy. Tourism, a financial mainstay, is
always one of the first areas generally affected dur-
ing war and terror. However, in this conflict, the
whole northern part of Israel was paralyzed for
weeks. Businesses closed down, crops rotted in the
fields because no one was available to harvest
them, people fled, and hardly anything was open.
Many small businesses will not recover from this
financial disaster. Experts are saying that the finan-
cial implications of this war will be far-reaching.
Pessimists are even saying that Israel’s economy
will never be the same again. Before the war, about
50% of those living in the north were unable to
save money for the future. Others who had savings
have used them in providing emergency shelter for
their families in hotels. 

Pray with us that God will bring in a miracle of
provision. Many Christians around the world are
already sending contributions to Bridges for Peace
and other organizations to help meet the needs. 

“Sing to the LORD! Praise the LORD! For He
has delivered the life of the poor from the hands of
evildoers” (Jeremiah 20:13).

“You will arise and have mercy on Zion; for the
time to favor her, yes, the set time, has come…For

the LORD shall build up Zion; He shall appear in
His glory. He shall regard the prayer of the desti-
tute, and shall not despise their prayer” (Psalm
102:13, 16–17).

RAISE UP INTERCESSORS

We rejoice that God has raised up so many
believers who are interceding for Israel. Pray that
many more will feel the call for end-time interces-
sion. Pray that God will implant His love for Israel
in His Church.

Jeremiah chapter 31 is a great chapter, telling
of God’s plan for Israel in the last days. The chap-
ter starts with the statement, “At that time…” Well,
when I see something like that, I look up previous
verses to see what it is referring to. Remember,
when the Bible was written, it didn’t have the chap-
ter breaks that we use today. So, I read the last verse

of chapter 30. It ends
with the statement,
“in the latter days
you will understand
this.” Hebrew for “lat-
ter days” is µymwyh
tyrjab (b'acharit
ha'yamin) and liter-
ally means “in the
very last days.” So,
I understand that
this passage is
written about the
end-times.

I encourage you
to read the whole
chapter, but let’s
look at verse seven:
“For thus says the
LORD, ‘Sing aloud
with gladness for

Jacob, and shout among the chief of the nations;
Proclaim, give praise and say, “Oh LORD, save Your
people, the remnant of Israel”’” (Jeremiah 31:7,
NASB). I believe this is directed at you and me,
Gentile believers. In the Scripture, when you see
the name “Jacob,” it either refers to the man Jacob,
the son of Isaac, or it refers to the Jewish people.
Nowhere in the Scripture does it refer to the
“adopted sons of Abraham,” i.e. the Church. 

Of the estimated 300,000
Israeilis who left their
homes in the devastated
north, approximately 
7,000 took up residence 
in a huge tent city set up
along the beach at
Nitzanim near Ashdod. 

A gentleman inspects the damage done to his business by a Katyusha rocket. 
At least 10,000 small businesses in northern Israel are on the brink of collapse.
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EZEKIEL 39:27-28
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So, God is telling someone else who believes in
Him to do things for Jacob, the Jewish people. 

•   Sing Aloud with Gladness for Jacob.
I believe this is an instruction to rejoice
in what God is doing in Israel and for
the Jewish people. 

•   Shout among the chief of the nations.
Speak out on Israel’s behalf to those
who have influence. Certainly this refers
to our leaders, but I think it also could
include the media of today, who are
influencing world opinions.

•   Proclaim. Tell your friends, neighbors,
family, and acquaintances about what
God is doing in Israel to fulfill Bible
prophecy.

•   Give Praise. Thank God for being a
faithful, covenant-keeping God. Thank
Him for blessing and caring for Israel.

•   And say, O LORD, save Your people.
Intercede for the redemption of Israel.

THAT THE NATIONS WILL
KNOW GOD

War is never our choice for conflict resolution.
People are killed, often innocent bystanders. It is
one of the sad facts of history in every war. We pray
that God will protect the innocents on all sides.
Even though we hate war, we also recognize that it
is not God’s plan that evil triumph.

There is a conflict between God and Satan,
which has been ongoing since the time of the fall of
Lucifer. That conflict has often centered on the
Jewish people and Israel, since God chose to reveal
Himself to the world through this people. Satan is
resolved to destroy God and His plans, but he will
not win. God will be victorious. Eventually Satan
will be overthrown forever. While some details of
the future are predestined and written down in the
Book, many of the details of how we will get there,
what our conditions will be, the safety of God’s

people, etc, are variable. They will be determined
by our actions and prayer.

As the conflict with Hizbullah, and the ones to
follow, play out, the world will see and recognize
God, as He becomes involved in the affairs of Israel
in the end-times. “When I have brought them back
from the peoples and gathered them out of their ene-
mies lands, and I am hallowed in them in the sight
of many nations, then they shall know that I am the
LORD their God, who sent them into captivity among
the nations, but also brought them back to their own
land, and left none of them captive any longer. And
I will not hide My face from them anymore; for I shall
have poured out My Spirit on the house of Israel,’
says the Lord GOD” (Ezekiel 39:27–29).

Recently, at our congregation in Jerusalem,
after an evening of praying for Israel, we sang
this song from Psalm 61:

Hear my cry, O God;
Attend unto my prayer.
From the ends of the earth
Will I cry out to You.

For thou has been 
A shelter unto me
And a strong tower 
From the enemy.

And when my heart is overwhelmed,
Lead me to the rock
That is higher than I, 
That is higher than I.

We know what it means to be overwhelmed.
But, we also know the One who is our Rock and
who is higher than any of our circumstances.
He is our strong tower, who will deliver us from
the enemy.

Blessings from Jerusalem,

By Rebecca J. Brimmer
International President and CEO

“When I have brought them back from the peoples
and gathered them out of their enemies lands, and 
I am hallowed in them in the sight of many nations,
then they shall know that I am the LORD their God...”



any pastors, Bible teachers, and lay people have written and asked if they can use these notes for
preaching and teaching. The answer is a resounding “yes”! It is our hope that the information 
contained herein will be disseminated over and over again, whether through the spoken word
or by photocopying and redistributing these teachings. “For out of Zion shall go forth the law, the
word of the Lord from Jerusalem” (Isaiah 2:3).
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Scriptures taken from the New King James version, unless otherwise noted.
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