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All Scripture is taken from the New King James Version, unless otherwise noted. 

�*�T�S�B�F�M���5�F�B�D�I�J�O�H���-�F�U�U�F�S���t���%�F�D�F�N�C�F�S����������

any pastors, Bible teachers, and lay people have written and asked if they can use these notes for 
preaching and teaching. The answer is a resounding “yes”! It is our hope that the information 
contained herein will be disseminated over and over again, whether through the spoken word or by 
photocopying and redistributing these teachings. “For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word 
of the LORD from Jerusalem” (Isaiah 2:3).

Apostle John says that even the “hope” of Yeshua’s return has 
a purifying effect in us. “…but we know that when He is revealed, 
we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. And everyone 
�Z�K�R�� �K�D�V�� �W�K�L�V�� �K�R�S�H�� �L�Q�� �+�L�P�� �S�X�U�L�À�H�V�� �K�L�P�V�H�O�I���� �M�X�V�W�� �D�V�� �+�H�� �L�V�� �S�X�U�H�µ (1 
John 3:3). 

5. By letting God reign as Lord in our hearts

Preparation for the kingdom of God is no different today 
than it was in John the Baptist’s day, or even the days of the 
Old Testament, for that matter. It is the preparation of the 
heart. In many things, when we prepare for something, such 
as for a trip, we do it and it is done, but preparation of the 
heart is an ongoing process. Oswald Chambers, author of My 

Utmost for His Highest, explains: “It is easy to imagine that 
we will get to a place where we are complete and ready, 
but preparation is not suddenly accomplished; it is a process 
steadily maintained.” We may think we have given the Lord 
all, but check again. Chambers says: “You were looking for a 
great thing to give up. God is telling you of some tiny thing; 
but at the back of it, there lies the central citadel of obstinacy. 
I will not give up my right to myself.”

The kingdom of God is established whenever and wher -
ever God’s will has been allowed to reign without objection, 
even in the smallest place—and that is how the world is 
mended, one heart at a time. 

By Charleeda Sprinkle, Assistant Editor 
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