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theory purports that every decision made by 
Israel’s government is, in fact, a decision made 
by God. This is, of course, as untrue of Israel as 
it is of any duly elected human government. 
Others have taught variations on the theme of 
Jewish exclusivity in relationship with God, 
including the concept of “dual covenant” 
(one covenant for the Church and another for  
Israel), a theology widely disavowed among 
evangelical Christians. 

One theologian noted that Paul, in Ro-
mans 9–11, is not dual covenant and so ”does 
not provide a model for Jewish-Christian  
relations.”  That is correct in the former but 
misguided in the latter. It does not take com-
promise of what one believes to have a basis for 
God-honoring relations. It simply takes living 
our Christian faith in fullness while acknowl-
edging Israel’s standing Abrahamic blessing 
before God. With grace and truth, God proves 
time and again that He can manage the details 
in the realm of mystery.

Part of the problem in interpreting the 
mystery of Israel is individual versus collec-
tive understanding. While always loving in-
dividuals, God deals primarily with nations 
throughout Scripture. He raises up and brings 
down whole peoples according to His righ-
teous judgments and mercies. He is fully able 
to exalt or debase His beloved Israel. He has 
proven this time and again. It is not for man 
to be the judge, but rather to be the one who 
blesses the work of God among the nations. Of 
all the nations, there is yet the singular nation, 
Israel, with whom He has specially covenant-
ed to accomplish all that is lasting on the earth. 
Through this people, whether raised high or 
brought low, God has channeled to man every 
spiritual blessing, and many natural ones too.

While not over-exalting Israel, can we 
yet stand in awe that Torah (Gen.–Deut.),  
the promises, the prophets, the Scriptures, the 
apostles, and Yeshua (Jesus) Himself, all came 
to the world through this people, the “apple” 
of God’s eye?  Can we also embrace this na-
tion’s contributions in recognizing Israel’s dis-
proportionate blessing to the earth?  

While only one quarter of one percent of 
the world population is Jewish, 15% of all No-
bel Prize winners since 1899 have been Jewish. 
This people gave us aspirin, the polio vac-
cine, the diphtheria test, blood transfusions, 
the hepatitis vaccine, antibiotics, vitamins 
and much, much more that has improved and 
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preserved our lives. The descendents of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob lead the lists in 
technology, music, philosophy, journalism, 
philanthropy, politics, sports and econom-
ics. While it is important not to exalt Israel 
where God does not, there remains that one 
small matter raised by Paul for the Gentile 
Church to always remember, no matter the 
state of the Jewish people: “The gifts and call-
ing of God [in context, for Israel] are irrevo-
cable” (Rom. 11:29).

Israel 
Realized

In this discussion, we’ve started to 
realize Israel as it exists in contrast to the 
error of ignorance, replacement, and over-
exaltation. Note that Paul uses one breath 
in Romans 11:28 to explain that, concern-
ing the election, they are “beloved for the sake 
of the fathers.” It should be clear that one’s 
individual discomfort can be subordinated 
to the comforting of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, who are still with us today through 
the very persistent Jewish people.

Concerning the oft-debated matter of 
God’s election, Ellison comments wryly: 
“It is a mystery that those following Au-
gustine and Calvin can so cheerfully think 

of God casting off His people...if one elec-
tion can be cancelled, why not the rest?”  
God’s election is indeed a mystery, but the 
mystery of His election concerning His 
betrothed Israel is not one to remain hid-
den. Returning to the argument of plain 
reading and plain meaning, Wilkinson 
offers this note of clarity: “We must let 
Israel mean Israel, and Gentile mean Gen-
tile, or we miss the purpose of God in the 
miraculous origin, history, and preserva-
tion of the natural and national Israel.  
Observing carefully this distinction, the 
Holy Scriptures are easily understood, 
and we learn without difficulty what God 
intends to do with the Jews, and by the 
Jews in blessing the Gentile world.”

Paul explains in Romans 11 that Israel 
is the rich natural root, and the Gentile 
believers are the wild, grafted-in branch-
es. This is congruent with the passage 
in Ephesians where he explains that it is 
in the Messiah that God’s dividing wall 
between Jew and Gentile is taken down: 
“For He Himself is our peace, who has made 
both one, and has broken down the middle wall 
of separation” (2:14). The key here is that 
the movement toward unity into the “one 
new man” of Ephesians 2:15 is primarily 
that of the former heathen into the culti-
vated fields of God’s original people, the 
Jews. Christians recognize that entrance, 

not through the Mosaic Covenant and its 
many requirements for Israel’s sanctifica-
tion, but into the Abrahamic Covenant 
of faith and blessing through the New  
Covenant.

The ignorance and arrogance lenses 
underscore the big relational problem 
that partially-blinded Israel and the ill-in-
formed Gentile Church got into over all this. 
From Understanding Israel, the following  
parent–child analogy brings clarity in 
helping both groups get focus:

Israel is the “parent,” the source,  •	
localized with roots that need a 
land.
The Church is the “child,” the fruit, •	
delocalized with many branches 
that need space.
Israel is partially blind, not recog-•	
nizing her own fruit and the joy it 
should be bringing. 
The Church is partially underdevel-•	
oped, not recognizing the wealth of 
wisdom and knowledge resident in 
the parent.
Israel laid down its life to birth, •	
nurture, and raise a son, the apos-
tles, and the Church.
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any pastors, Bible teachers, and lay people have written and asked if they can use these notes for 
preaching and teaching. The answer is a resounding “yes”! It is our hope that the information 
contained herein will be disseminated over and over again, whether through the spoken word or by 
photocopying and redistributing these teachings. “For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word 
of the LORD from Jerusalem” (Isaiah 2:3).M

All Scripture is taken from the New King James Version, unless otherwise noted. 
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The Church, maturing out of •	
selfish adolescence, can recog-
nize the sacrifice of Israel and 
repay the debt through care, 
comfort, and protection of its 
very heritage in the Lord.

This argument provides a func-
tional framework for embracing Israel 
and the Church in reality. God is not 
bound to an “either/or” construct; 
He ably works out the “both/and” 
concerning Israel and the Church. By 
His grace, so can we.

Conclusion
“The church without restored Is-

rael is like a rugby team without its 
star player,” offers Macolm Hedding, 
executive director of International 
Christian Embassy Jerusalem. Re-
stored Israel is awaiting full manifes-
tation—Israel’s story has really only 
begun. Paul indicates cataclysmic 
changes in the earth when the natu-
ral branches of historic, covenanted 
Israel are back on the tree in force. 
The time is now for a mature Church 
to humble herself, recognize the in-
grafting, thank God for His abundant 
mercy, and rise up to the full measure 
of the blessing of Abraham. 

By Rev. Bill Adams
USA Deputy National Director
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